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venturers is proved to bee, written principallie for the 
better information of thoſe who doubt of the 
Neceſſarienes of the ſaid Societic in the 
State of the Realme of 
Englande_, 


By lIoun WHenzLER, Sccree 
cearic ta the laid Socictic. 
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By Richard Schilders, Printer to the States of Leland. 
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Fo THE RIGHT HO- 


- *NORABLE SIR ROBERT 


CECILL KNIGHT, PRIN- 
_ cipall Secretarie to hex 


CM ateitre Of 


D H ossz which here- 
rofore (Right Honorable) 
I baue written of anie mat- 
cr, and had opinion, that 
2 J the pabliſhinge thereof 
| *might doe good vnto 0- 
the - hanie vied to Dedicatetheir Labours 
| | tol ome one, or other, ynder whoſe coun. 
| if - Im and protection the ſame might go 
** ©" Footth, and beethe betterlyked, and recey- 
ued of all men: Whiche is the cauſe that I 
hayemade bolde tO inſcribe this TREATISE, 
We: A3 ſack 


'F 
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ſuchas it is, vato your Honour, ypon hope 

\ of fauourable allowance, and Patronage, 
whiche I inftantlie craue, and cntreat, and 

- Withall, thatinthereadinge thereof, your 
Honour would voucheſaute toremember, 
that it concerneth thoſe men, and that olde 
andauncientlic renoumpned Companie of 

MERCHAVNTES ADVENTVRERS, 
which was ſo well eſteemed of, and highlie 
fauoured by your late right Honorable Fa- 
ther, of woorthie memorie, vntgfWhome 
as God hath appointed your Hdnourto be 
a Succeſſour in manie excellent thinges of 
this life, whether vwee regarde the Honou- 
rable Places, whereynto you are called in 
the Gouuernement of the Kate, or the ver- 
cues,,and qualities fitt for ſo waightic a cal- 
linge, wherewith you are endewed, So it 
may pleaſe your Honour to take vnto you 
this Succelsion alſo, towitte, the dewrifull 
Obſervancie, and Promptitude, which che 
ſaid Companiealwayes { hewed towardes 
your laid right Honourable Fathers nh 
an 


THE EPISTLE. 
and whichtheyalſo ſtandereadie, and deſi- 
rous to preſent, &performe vnto your Ho- 
nourto their beſt power,andabilitic, 
I am not ignorantalſo, thatitisthe man= _ 
ner of Writers,to fill vp the pin; parte of 


\ their Prxfaces with the praiſes, and comen- 
dations of thoſe, towhome they Dedicate 
their Trauailes,and ſurelie chis Revvard ſee- 
meth to bee dew vnto true Vertue, that the 
Memorie thereof ſhould bee conſecrated 
to Poſteritie, which can not be performed 
by anie Monument better, then by Bookes: 
And albeit, withour all Gloſfinge, or coun- 
terfeyting, I hauc heere in verie decdalarge 
fielde of your Honours prayles offered vn- 
to mee, yet becauſe my h1mplicitic not one- 
lie abhorrethall Adulation, but with all all 
kinde of Fawninge, or flatteringe ſpeeche, 
and that your Honours ſingulare Modeſtie, 
15 wonte, notto abideanicthing leſſe, then 
even the modeſteſt commendarions, I will 
lett paſſe theſame, and come nto the han- 
dlinge ofthe enſuing Treatice, which with 
wy 
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_ myſelf] humblierecommendevnto your 
Honours good fauour, and fo beſcechethe 
Almightie to blefſe, and keepe your Honor. 


\ Middebrough the: vi," of June 1601, 


Your Honors with his 
jeruice ar commandment, 


Tohn Wheeler, 
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naunce of Humane ſocietic: wherein pany the 
t 


A Treatiſe of Commerce, where- 
inarc { hewed the commodities ariſing by 
a well-ordied and ruled Trade, ſuch as that of the 


- Societic of CM ARCHANTS CADYVENTY RERS is 


rooved to bee, Written principallie for the better 
information of thoſe who doubt of the Neceſſarienes . 
of the ſaid Societie in the ſtate of the Realme 
of England: By Toun WuzeLas, 
Secretarie to the ſaide Socie- 
HC. 


Vita Civilis in Societate ef, Socictas in Imperio, Of 
Commercio. | 


Conimercio Gentes mare, montibuſg, diſcrete miſcen- 
tur.vi quod wvſqua naſcituy, apud onnes a, Hat. 


? H = x n berwoo pointes about 
y the which the Royal office, and 
29 adminiſtration of a Prince, is 
3» wholy employed, to wit, about 
@ the Gouuernement of the Per- 
d ) ſons of men,next of Things c6- 
Evenjent and fitt for the mainte- 


Civilelife conſiſterh,and hath her being: And there. 


fore the Prince that loveth the Policie,and ruleth by 
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Tige and good councell, is to conſtitute and appoint 
certaine Lawes,and ordinarie Rules, both inthe one 
and the other of the aboucſaid pointes, and cſpecial. 
lie inthe firſt,as the chieteſt , which is coverlant and 
occupied about the inſtitutis of the perſons.of men 
in Ptetie, civiteconverſation in maners,and faction of 
life, and finallicinthe mutual dewrie of Equitie, and 
Charitic one towardes another ; of the which my. 
purpoſe is not to intreat,butſomewhatof that other 
point, namely the gouvernementof.Things-conve- 
nient, and fitt for themaintenance 'of Humane So. 
cietic: wherevnto mens actionsand afteRions are . 
-chicflie direed; and whereabouts they beſtow and 
employe not onely the : yeReO and induſtric of 
thei ſpirites, but alſo the labour and travaile of their 
handes, and ſides : that fo they may drawe from 
thence cither commoditie or pleaſure,or atleaſtwiſe 
therby-ſupplic,helpe& turnyuth their ſeveral wantes, 
and necefſigies: From hence, as from aroot or foun- 
raine firſt proceedeth the eftatc of Harchandiſe, and. 
thenbonkimcadieins rowe, ſo manie,diver(c, and 

ſundrie Artes, as welee in the worlde: Atwhich ir 
ſhould feeme that man beginneih tlie train, or courſe 
of his life, and therein firſt ofall diſcovereth not on- 
lie the dexteritieand ſharpenes of his witt,but with- 
all thatnaughtines & corruption which is naturallie 
mhim:: for there is nothing.in che world ſo ordina- 
rc; and naturall vnto men,as to contract, truck, mer. 
chandiſe,and trafficque one with an other, fo that it 


& almaſt FO ar three perſons to converſe to. 
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OF COMMERCS, 's 
gether two houres,butthey wil fall ito talke of one 
bargaine or another, chopping, changing, or ſome 
other kinde of contra . Children, aſſoone as cuer 
their tongues are atlibertic, doe ſeaſon their ſpartes 
with ſome merchandifc,or other, and whe they goc 
ro ſchoole,nothing isſo common among them,as to 
chaunge,and rechaunge,buye and ſell of that, which 
they bring from home with them : the Prince with 
his ſubiects,the Maiſter with his ſeruants,one freend 

and acquaintiunce with another;theCaptainewith 
his ſouldiers, the Huſband with his wife, Women 
with,and among them ſelues, and in a woord,all the 
world choppeth and chaungeth,runneth andraveth 
after Martes, Markettes, and Marchandifing, ſo that 
all chings come into Commerce,and paſſe into Tra- 
ficque (ina maner) in all times, and in all places: not 
onely that, which Nature bringeth foorth, as the 
fruites of the earth, the beaſtes, and living creatures 
with their fpoiles,ſkinnes,and caſes,themetalles,mi- 


aeralles,8& ſuch like things, but further alſo,this man 


maketh merchandiſe of the workes. of his owne 
handes,this man ofanother mans labour, one ſelleth 
woordes, another maketh trafficque of theskins,and 
blood of other men, yea thereare ſome foiid ſo ſub. 
tilland cunning merchantes,that they perſwade and 
induce men to ſuffer them ſelves to bee bought and 


{olde,and wehaue ſcene in ourtime enoweand too 
manie, whiche haue made marchandiſe of mens 


ſoules : to conclude, all that a man workcth with his 


B z Mate 


band, or diſcourſeth in his ſpirit, isnothiog clſc but 


Camenda- 
tion of Mar. 
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*matdthiandife;and atrtall toput inpratiſe the Con- 
races, which the Legiſtes8& men fkilful in the Jawes 
&new notto nameotherwiſe the thus: Do vt des Fa- 
<rowt fariaes the which wordes ineffet comprehend 
them all Negotiations;or Traffiques whatſocuer, 
a#ndare none other thing but meer matter of mar- 
chandiſc,and Commerce. Naw albeit this affection 
be inall perſons generallie both high and low, yer 

thereare of the ggtableſt;and principalleſt Trafhc- 


quers which a1@WÞipncd;and thinke ſcorne to! bee 
called MarchaeF: whereas in dceede Marchandiſe 
'which is vſed bay of proper vacatis, being right- 
lie conſidered Wis not to be deſpiſed, or accoump- 
-ted baſe by n iudgement, but to the contrarie, 


by manie reaſons and examples it is to be prooved, 
that the eſtate is fionorable,& may bee exerciſed nor 
only of thoſe of the third eſtate (g$we tearme them)'-, 
-but alfo by the Nobles, and chicfeſthrien of this. 
Realme with commendable profice, and without - £ 
nic derogation totheir Nobilirics, high Degrees, & 
conditions': With whar great goodto their States, 
honors, & entiching of themſclues and their Coun- 
reis,the Yenttians, Floretines /Genmeſes,and our neigh- 
bours the Hellanders, have vicd this trade of life) who 
knoweth not? or haning ſcene the beautie, ſtrength, 
opulencie, and-populouſenes of the aboneſaid'Ci-. 
fries; and Provirices wondrerh not therear? Was not 
this the firſtſteppe;and entiic of the 'Kinge#of 
i pe Gb kmgdomes, and Riches « 

Sorin bis yolith, gauchim {lie ro the 
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'chandife, and in his time faith Platerch bringing He- 
ftodwe tor his Authour) there was none eſtate = 
rcprochfull,neither Art, or occupation, that did put 
dittcrence betweene men, but rather which is more, 
CAHerchandife was accompred an honourable thing, 
as that whiche miniſtred the meanes to haunt, and 
trafficque with Barbarous Nations, to procure the 
friendthip of Princes, and to gaigne expericnce in 
many matters : in-{o much (tayeth > that there 
haue been Merchants, which were founders of great 
-Citries, as he was thar founded Marſeilles in France: 
'The wiſe T hates cHileſtze did allo exerciſe Merchan. 
dile, likewiſe Hippocrates and Plato defrayed the char- 
ges ofa voyage, whiche hee made in FZeyp!, with the 
moniewhich he gorthere by felling of oyle:So that 
it CN_ that'not onely a Prince may vie this 
kinde of men, Lmeane Merchantes, tothe great be- 
nefite, and good of his ſtate, cither forforreigne in- 
eclligence,or exploration, orfor the opening of an 
entrie and paſſage vnto vnknowen and farre diſtant 
partes,or for the furniſhing of monie,andother pro- 
vilions in time of warres,and dearth, or laſtly,for the 
ſerviceand honor of the Prince, andContricabroad 
atall-mesrequilite , and* expedient, .but alſo rhis 
kinde of life may be exerciſed and vicd with com- 
» mendation, and without loffe of one jote of honor 
in thoſe, whoate honorable, or of eminent degree, 
as aforefaid £ Wherevnto I adde this further, that 
withour Merchandiſe, no caſe or commodious li- 


P % continucth long in anie ſtate, or common 
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weaſth, no not loyaltie, or equitic it ſclfe, or vpright 
dealing. Therfore herein alſo,as in the former point, 
good order and rule is to.be ſet, where.it 1s wanting, 
or wherc it is alreadiceſtabliſhed, there it ought to 
beprclerved : for the maintenance of lo necellarie, 
* andbeneficiall an eſtate in the common Wealth, by 
conſtituting meet and-well proportioned ordinaces 
ouer the ſame, & ouecr thoſe things, which are there. 
vpon depending, betweene the Marchantes, and. 
thoſe things, which arc marchandized,or handled 
likewiſe with covenable,and well appropriated Ma- 
giſtrates, and overſecrs for the maintenance, and cx. 
ecution of the ſaid ordinances. For it is very certain 
 andtrue, that ine tmperionec domus wile, nec Cruitas nes 
Gens, nec Socittas, nec hominum vniverſum genus flare, 

nec rerum natura omnts, nec Mundus ipſe poteft,erc. 

. The peaceable, politike, and Riche Prince King 

Henrie the (eventh, well marking the tructh hereof 
andpercciuing that as informer times, ſo in his,ma- 
nic diſturbances, grievances and damages had befal. 
len co, andamong the Engliſhe Merchantes his ſub- 
ieces, trading into the lowe Countries, ob defei7urs 
6opi Regiminis, rooke order for. the ſame, as well-by 
confirming theauncient Charters. of his Predecel. 
ſours, Kings of England vntotheSocictie of M, M. 
' Adventurers, as alſo by adding therevato newe, 
whereby he ſo ſtrengthned,and enlarged the authos 
ritic, andPriviledges of thefaide Felbwſhippe, that 
* euerſince the ſame hath floriſhed in' great proſperi- 
tic, and wealtb, and out of it ( as 'Out ofa. PONrGs 
211.2, Fl Our- 
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Noureerie) haue ſprong and'proceeded/almoſt al 
the principall Merchants of this Realm, at leaſt ſuch 
Companies, as haue ariſen fince, haue for the moſt 
part, tetched theirlight, patterne, and forme of poli. 
cieand trade from the ſaid Societie to the ineſtimas 
ble good and commoditie of this Realme, our na. 
tive Countric: ſo that to change this courſe were to 
returne tothe olde eofuſton,and diforder,and with- 
all ro bereave the lande of ſo neceſlarie and {eruiecas 
ble an eſtate, as Merchandiſeis. 

Wharſoever is commendable,or is ſaid of the beſt 
founded Companies, or Merchauntes in generall; 
maketh alfofor the Companic-of Merchantes Ad- 
uenturers ſpeciallie: howbeit theſe things are perti- 
cularlic for onr purpoſe to be conſidered in this C6- 
panie : The fir# Inititution : The Auncient eftimation it 
bath had : The ſtate and Gouvernement of it, and ſuch be- 
wefites, as erowe to the Realme by the maintenance of it... 


i ww Ew 


ban 


rift Inftitution of he Fellow- 


x<qMARCYSCato,a prudent Councel- 
[flour,anda good huf band in deed, 
faith : td oportet Patremfamilias 
vendacem eſſe non emacem: And who 
knoweth not,that we haue no ſmal 
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reign Countreis hauc great ſtore, and that we may 
well ſpare manie thinges, whereot the ſaide Coun- 
tries haucalſoneed £ Noweto vent the ſuperfluitics 
ofour Countrie, and bring io the Commoditics of 
others,there is no readier, or better meane then by 
merchadize: and {ceing we haue no way to incrcalt 
our treaſure by mynes of golde, and (iJuer at home, 
and can have nothing from abroad wihout monie, 
or ware, it followeth neceſlarilic, that the aboucſaid 
ood councell of Caro to be ſcllers and nor buyers, is / 
to be followed, yet ſo,that we carrie not out more in 
valew ouer the {cas,then we bring home tro thence, 
or tranſporte thinges hurtfull ro the State, for this 
were no good huſ bandry, but redeth to the ſubver- 
ſion of the lande, and deminiſhing of the treaſure 
thcrof, whereas by the. other wee ſhall greatlie en- 
creal(c it,the trade being caricd, and managed vnder 
a convenient Gouvernement,and orders,and not in 
a diſperſcd,looſe, and ſtragling manner : the praQtiſe 
whercof we may ſee inthis Realm almoſt theſe 400 
yearcs together : Firſt in the Staple, and Woolle 
trade,and next inthatofthe M.M. Adventurers,and 
Clothe trade. And King Edward the thirde thought 
it not enough, to bring the working, and making of 
Cloth into the Realme, except when the ſame was 
indraped,he with all provided for the vent therof,in 
forreigne. partes, to the moſt benefite, and advance. 
ment of that new begun Art, and therefore whereas 
the aboucſaid Companie (though then otherwiſe 
ecarined then nowe) inthe yere 1248. had obtained 
Pri- 
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Privileges of 10h Duke of Brabant,the faid King c6- 
firmed the ſame forthe ſubſtantial Gauvernment of 
the ſaide Companie in their trade. {gba 
- Intheyeare 1 3 9 9. the Artof making of Clothe 
being growen to good pertcAis within this Realm, | 
King Henrie the Fourth fult prohibited the inveRi- 
on of forcigne made Cloth, and gaue vnto the ſaide 
Companica verie beneticiall, and ample Charter of 
priviledges, confirmed by Ad of Parleament for 
the ſame purpoleand intent,as his predeccſior King 
Edward the third had done before him : whoſe cx- 
ample the ſucceedinge Kinges Henrie the fifth, and 
{1xt, Edwarde the fourth , and Richard the thirde fol- 
lowed, ratifying and confirming their Predeceſſors 
docings on this behalfe: the next in order following 
King Henrie the ſeauenth, like a wiſc and provident 
Prince, well marking,and confideringhoweneceſla- 
ric,and ſerviceable the eſtate of Merchandiſe was vnto 
this Realme, not onely liked and confirmed that, 
which the abouc-rchearſcd Kinges had done before 
him, but alſogreatlic enlarged and augmented the 
ſame by three ſeueral Charters,and by otherhis gra- 
cious,and Roiall favours from time to time, not on- 
lie towardes the ſaide Companie in generall, but 
withall todiuerſe Merchantes in particular: Mercato- p,j;torns 
res ille ſepenumero pecunia multa data gratuity inuabat, in v Ws 
wt Mercatura ( Ars ona omnium cuntth eque mortalibus NT OP IN 

gum commods, tum nectſſaria) in ſuo Reeno coptoſior eſſer. 

And when vpon variance fallen out betweene him 

aad the Archduke Phippe,he had —_— wel ey 
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ſaid Companie, as that of the Staple out of the lowe 
Cuntrics,& placed them at Calzce,he gaue vnto them 
within the ſaid Towne as large, and benefhiciall pri- 
viledges,as rhey before had enioyedin the ſaid lowe 
Countreis, which were verie large, and favourable, 
cntituling them by the nameof 1M ARCH ANTS 
ADVENTFYRERS. And albecit in this Kinges 
dayes,as alſo in the raign of King Herriethe Fourth, 
the like complaint, as of late, was made by the Clo- 
thicrs, Woolle-growers, Dyers, &c,againſt the Com 
anie of M.M. Adventurers: yet after dew cxamina- 
tion of the ſaide complaint, the iflew procured great 
favour to the ſaide Companie, and gaue occaſion of 
theenlarging of their former Charters, with an ex- 
preſſe reſtraint of all Straglers, & Entermedlers, that 
might diſturbe, or empeach their trade: and wheras 
alſo the Ea#erlinges at this time had entred into the 
ſaid trade, the forcſaid prudent Prince King Henrie 
the ſeucnth, did not onelie ſtraightlic inhibite them 
ſo to doe, buralſo tooke recognizice of twetie thou. 
ſand markes of the Alderman of the Stcelyarde at 
London, that the ſaid EaHerlinges ſhould not caric a- 
nic Engliſh Clotheto the ore of Reſidence of the 
M.M. Adventurers inthe lowe Countreis, or open 
their Fardelles of Cloth in the ſaid Countries,to the 
preiudice of the ſaid Companie,by putting the ſame 
to vent there, which they were not wont to doe. 
In the time of the raigne of King Edward the ſixth, 
Tohn Tulle, tohn Dimock, and others, brethren of the 
laid Companie, cnformed the Biſhop of Ehe, atthat 
wme 
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time Lord Chaiiccllour,of matter againſt the Com- 
poate but their bill being brought to the CouncelL 

rd,and examined, it was finallie ordred, that the 
faid Complainantes ſhould ſubmit themſclues vnto 
the obedience of the Companies orders, and paye 
ccrtaine fynes, which the Lordes then laide vppon 
them, belides that two of the principalleſt found to 
be the Ringleaders of the reſt, were committed to 
the Fleet,there to remain,till ſuch timeas the Com. 
panie of M.M. Aduenturers ſhould ſew for their re- 
leaſe : And albeit the ſaid perſons renewed their c0. 
plaintes, in the firſt yeare of Queene cMaries raigne, 
and did put vpa bill ro the Parleament houſe,againſt 
the Companie, yet the ſame being anſwered by the 
ſaid Companie, was reieRed, and caſt out of the 
Parleament houſe. Since the time of King Henriethe 
{cauenth, the ſucceeding Princes, Kinge Henrie the 
eight, of tamous memorte, King Edward the {1xth,8 
ueene Marie, haue continued, confirmed, and en- 
larged the aboueſaide Charters and Priviledges, but 
aboue all other, our molt gracious Soveraigne, that 
f0W reigneth,Queene ELIZ ABET H,hath ſhew- 
ed her gracious, and fauourable affe&ion towardes 
the ſaide Companie, in not onelie confirminge the 
letters Patentes, and Charters of her moſt Noble 
Graundfather, and of other her Highnes Predeceſ- 
ſours aboue-mentioned, but alſo in adding therevn- 
to other more large; and beneficiall Priviledges of 
her owne. For whereas the M.M, Adveturers about - 
the beginning of her Maieſties raigne, by diverſe re- 
Ca ſtraints 
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ſtraintes, Edictes, and Proclamations madeand ſete 
foorth by the Gouvernours and. Commaunders of 
the low Countrics, were. empeached, and prohibi- 
ted to trade into the ſaid Countreis, contrarie to the 
auncient Entercoutſes, and 'the Priviledges to the 
id Companie graunted of olde time, and:conſc- 
quentlic were occaſtoned to ſecke,and erect a Trade 
inthe partes of Germanie,whichthey did with their 
-grcarcharges and travaile for the vent of the Com- 
modiies of the Realme, her Highnes calling to re- 
mcmbrance this and other ſaithfull and acceptable 
ſcruice at ſundrie tymes done by the ſaid M.M. Ad- 
venturers in diverle the great and waightie affiires 
of her Maieſtie and Realme,& minding the encreaſe 
and aduancement of the ſaide Merchantes, as much 
as anic her progenitours, (as her Highnes profeſſcrh 
inthe ſaid Charter ) it pleaſed her Ride Maieſtic in 
the fixt yeare of her Raigne,to giue and graunt vnto 
them thoſe gracious and ample Priuiledges, whicit 
the ſaid Companie now enioyeth, and afterwardes 
vpon new occaſion the trade of the ſaid Companie 
being much empeached by the _—_— intermed- 
ling of vnfrce perſons in the ſame;,jit pleaſed her Ma- 
icſtic by a new Charter,and letters Patenres vnder 
the great ſcale of Englande,in the cight-and-trwen- 
tieth yere of her Raigne, to prouide againſtſuch in- 
1urious, & vnorderlie intruſton, acknowledging the 
ſeruices done to her Highnes þy-the ſad MMLCAd+ 
uenturers,and prondunting them to haiſe bene;and 
to-bec very beneficiall members:to the dy” 
TA gi Q 


vnto 
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oftheRealme;and Common Wealth of Englander' 
which notableteſtimonie of ſo incomparablea Prins 
cefle after ſo manieyeres experience and _ pl 
alone,if therewere none other, ſetteforqhul{ &ſuts) 
ficient Apologie of the abouefaid Companie of M.M.' 
Aduenturers, againſt all che privie,& open; foreign, 
anddomeſticall gain-fayers;flaunderers,and oppug-' 
ners of the ſame, and'withall fora (cettaine; and in-: 
fallible argument, that for the vent of Wooll, and: 
woollen wares ( the principall commodities of the' 
Real[me)it is moſt profitable both forthe Prince and 
Counnrie, to vie a governed Companie, and not to 
permitt a promiſcuous, ftrapting, & diſperfedrrade, . 
whereof I ſhall haue occafton to ſaye more, when I 
come to ſhew rhe benefites, which doe. ariſe vnto: 
the Common Wealth of Englande, by themainte- 
naunce of theaboue-ſaid Companie, and the Gou- 
ucrnement therein vied: 41 
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rhe Auncient eftimation which the Companie 
'_ ,, of Mexchanres Adventurers | 
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Y that which hath been above faic 
. *<Jofthe Inſtitution of theFellowthip 
' for Companic of M/M-Aguerurers,” 
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this Realme, from he raigne of King Edward the, 
thitde; a ſufticient motiue,and reaſon,as may be wel 
thought for the preſent and future ages, to have the, 
ſideCompanie in no leſſe eſtimation, and liking : 
bbc this is not all, for if wee would but looke out of 

England to our neighbours in Germanre and the low 

Colitreis,weſhould ſeethe M.M. Adutturers many 

ages together ſought for,welcomed,embraced, che. 

riſhed, and vſcd in as good, yea oftentimes in better 

tearmes, then the Naturalles of the ſaide Countries 

them ſelues, as appeareth by the auncient Charters, 

: large, and beneficiall priviledges, and exemptions 

unted to the ſaideCompanie by ſundrie Princes, : 

Rates, Citties, and Common Wealthes of high 8& 

loweDutcheland, ſince the yearcof our Lord 1296, 

tothis our tyme, which arc yet extant to be ſhewed 

tothegreat honour, and benefite of this our native 

Countrie,& the Princes thereof fromtymeto time: 

For thereby we haue not onely opened a paſſage, & 

enrricinto foreigne States, and Countrets, but allo 

by ourgainfull & beneficiall trade, haue made them 

- the falter friendes to the State of the Realme of En- 

glande, and the Engliſh, Nation, beſides the great 

wealth and commoditie which hath ariſen thereby 

© thecommon Wealth; 11 ee 

After the taking of Cakce by King Edverdthe third} 

the Earles,andpenple of Flaundres, for the better aſ- 

_  (eiunceandfdfevie bl their State, procured aicpguc 

and Entercoluſe with the Kinges-of Englande, and 

their Merchants: whereby the laide Eales & people 


* found 
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- fotinde in ſhorttime ſuchprofite and commoditie, 
that Lewes Earle of Flaunders, in the:yeare'Ts 5 8. 
gauc, and graunted to'the Engliſh Merchantes ſo 
large andaimple Priviledges, andfreedomes,that no - 
Nation in Eyrope had the-like im thar'©ountiie at 
that time,by reaſon whereof,and that the adventure 
by ſea and by lande into Flaunders was verie ſhort, 
and eafte,and almoſt without daunger, the Compa- | 
nic ſettled them ſclues in the Towne of Bridges, ad 0797 honaa 
ſtapled their commodities there : :Whiche once venrtirers at 
knowen, and blowen abroad, Merchantes out of all 2*** 
panes of Europe, reſorted thether, and made their 
abitation there, which appeareth by the houſes at 
this day ſtanding, which beare the names ofthe Cit- 
ties,andCountreis, whence the ſaid Strangers were, 
So that in few yeares all the Townes in Flanders, ef- 
peciallie Bridges, were growen to ſuch wealth, and 
proſperitie, that the fame thereof went almoſttho- 
rough the whole earth, and at this daye, although 
their greatopulencie, and concourſe of Merchants 
bealtogethcr failed, yet in manieCountrics of Chri- 
ſtendome, and out ofChriſtendome, all the Nether- 
landers car:ethe name of Fleminges, and the lowe 
Countries of Flanders. Afterthis, when the Flem. 
minges through wealth,and fulnes of bread,did for- 
gett their bounden dewrie to their Prince,and with- 
all grew to a proud deſdain 8 contempt of all Mer- &o 
chants ſtraungers, and in parzicularof the-Engliſhe, 
by whom they had receiucd their chiefeſt good and 


wel-fare, the Companie remooued from Bridges to 
a Town 
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Companie A Towne inZelande called MHiddelbourgh , where 
of M,M.Ad theyrare:nowe atithis prefent reſidinge, whether 
pence (£2; other) Nations: followed-them ſtraighr': Since 


Bridges an 


repaire to Which, thoſopfaridess, feeling the ſmart of their fol- 
bough, hey haveqnanictymes made tute & meanes40 draw 
the Engliſhe thether againe, and in mans memorie, 
they.profreda.great ſummeof monie vnto the ſaide 
__ _ Merchantes, with offer of moreample Priviledges, 
|, and jmmubitics, theneverthey had before in Brid. 
1 -.. +... $88-PLanie whereelle, yea ina maner they profered 
 ahlancketotye them to-whar the Engliſhe thought 
good, to hauc the traffticque againe in their Towne, 
which ytrie fondlic, when they had it, they could 
not keepe.: . This Towne of HYiazelboureh ſtood (6 
neare the ſea, that the Ditches,and low places round 
about it, being continuallic full of falte, and filthie 
_ | oaze for want ofa frethe Riuer,or current,tocleanſe 
the ſame, bred ſuch ſtynche, and noyſome ſavours, 
that the Engliſhe vied to a holeſome, and ſweer ayre 
1n their own Cuntrey, were troubled with grievous 
agewes, and.other ſore diſcaſcs, & for their healthes 
ſake,were forced toleaue the ſaid Towne, about the 
eareofour Lorde 14.4 4-at which tyme Antwerp 
ing but poore, and hmple Towne, ſtanding in 
| Brabant, made great ſure tothe'Companie, to repair 
thether, which.they finallie vpon offer of very large 
andbeneficiall Priviledges,obtayned .. In whiche 
Towne of-,friwerp,andthe Town of Bergen op Zoom, 
likewiſe irs Brabans, the Copaniceuerfince hath for 
the molt parte continucd, ſauc that (as aforcfaid) in 
na bT i the 
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the time of King Henrie the ſcuenth, they were vpon 


occaſion remoued to Calice fora time, till that by the 
carneſt interceſſ6 of the Ladie Margarete Dutches of 


Savoye, they repaired againe into the low Countries, 
firſt to Midaelbourgh,the afterwards to Antwerp, where 
they were ioyfully, & honorably receyued, & enter- 
tayned by the Magiſtrate, & chiefeſt Citizens of the 


. Towne,comrging foorth in ſolempne proceſhon to 


meete,8& welcome the ſaid Merchants,as by the Re- 
cordes of thoſe times ſufficiently appeareth: & hecre 
by the way it is not much from our purpoſe,to inſert 
ſomwhat of the ſtate of Antwerp, at the firſt coming 
thether of the Companic, whercin a man ſhall ſee 
that, which almoſt is incredible : Pony ſurnamed 
the Good, Duke of Burgundie,and of Brabant,cfc. gauc 
Priuiledges to the Companie vnder the name ot the 
Engliſh Nation,by which name the ſaid Companic 
Euer ſince hath been moſt commonlie knowen in 
the low Countreis, whiche happened in the yeare 
I 446. Which Priviledges the Towne of Antwerpe 
confirmed the fixt of Auguſtin the aboucſaid yere, 
giuing to them beſides a large houſe, which is nowe 
called the old Barſe, and afterwardes by exchaunge, 

another more goodlie, ſpacious , and ſumptuous 
houſe, called the Court of Lzer, which the Compa- 

nic enioyed till the ſaide Town e was yeelded vp to 

the Duke of Parma, in the yeare 1 58 5, Atthe abouc 

ſaide firſt Concordate, &Conclufion of Priuiledges 


. with the Town of Artwerp,or not long before,there 


wcrenotinall the Towne aboue foure Marchants, 


Fate of 
Antwerp at 
theCompa. 
nies firſt 
comming 


theher, 
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and thoſe alſo no adventurers to the ſea, the reſt of 
the Inhabitantes or Towneſmen were but meane 
people, and neither able, nor ſkilfull co vſe the tear, 


. or trade of Merchandiſe, but did let out the beft of 


their houſes to Engliſh-men, and other ſtraiigers for 
Chambers,and Packhouſes,contenting them ſelues 
with ſome corner for their profites ſake : but within 
few yeares the concourlc, and reforte of forreigne 
Merchantes to that Towne was ſo grear, that houſc- 
roome waxed ſcant, Rentes were raiſed, Tolles, Ax- 
cyles, and all other dewrties to the Prince and Town 
wonderfullic encreaſed,and the Antwerp-men them- 
ſclues, who in few yeares before were but meane ar- 
tificers, or lined by huſ bandric,and keeping of Cat- 
raile ( whereof one Gate of that Cittie to this daye 
bcareth the name) and had bur 1x ſhippes beloging 
to their Towne, and thoſe for the Riuer onely, that 
never went to ſea, began to growe exceeding riche, 
ſo that ſome fcll ro the trade of Merchandiſe, and o0- 
thers employed their ſubſtance in building, then 
their olde rotten houſes couered with thatche, were 
pulled downe, their waſte grounde, whereof there 


was ſtoar within the Towne, was turned into good- 


lie buildinges, and faire ſtreates, and their ſhipping 
encreaſed accordinglic : thus proſpered not onelie 
thoſe of TLH#twerpe,but all other Townes, and places 


thereabouts, ſo that in our memiorie that now liue, 


the ſaid Town was growen to ſuch wea!th, ſtrength, 
and beautie,as neuer none the like in ſoſhorta time, 
and no matvaile, for within the compaſle of fiftie 
ycatres 
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yeares, an houſe that was woorth but fortic Dallers 
a yeare, grew to bee woorth three hundred Dallers 4 


th 
a ycre, Andan houſe that was lett out for fixtic Dal. jing 
lers, cameafterwardes to bee lett for foure hundred linge. 


Dallers, yea ſome houſes in Amiwerpe were lett for 
600 ſome $00, Dallers a yeare rent, beſides their 
Hauens for ſhippes to come and lade and diſcharge 
within the Towne: their publike ſtately buildinges, 
and edifices erected partlie for ornament, and partly 
tor the eale & accomodating of the Merchant, were 
ſo coſtlie, and ſumptuous, as he that hath not ſcene, 
and marked them well, would not belecue it : to ſay 
nothing of the forrification of the Towne, which is 
ſuch,that the charges thereof would trouble the ri- 
cheſt Prince in Europe : butas the Poet Lucare ſaid, 


Invida Fatorum ſeries ſummiſg, negatums flare din. 


So it fareth atthis day with _Anwerpe, for it hath 
within theſe few yeares ſuffered verie great chaunge 
and alteration,and more is like to doe, if it long con- 


tinew ſhutt vp, and without trade and trafficque vn- 


der the yoak of the Spaniard, and the feare of an im- 
pregnable Caſtle ſtuffed with ſouldiers, a ſcourge, 8 


plague to thar, and toall free Citties : thus much by 


the way of nmerp,the late Pack-houſe of Europe, 
& of the ſtate thereof, when the Engliſh Marchants 
firſt repaired vnto it, and of the great wealth it grew 
vnto in a verieſhort time, whereof the ſfaide Engliſh 
Merchantes with their gainfull, and beneficiall trade 
were agreat cauſe, and meanes, whiche principallic 

D 2 made 
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made them to be ſo much regarded andeſtcemed in 
the ſaid Towne,and by the Princes & Gouvernours 
thereof from time to time, as well appeareth,among 


2 other proofes, by this one recorded by Sleidane, and 


22. libro 
commer- remembred by ſome that yet liue ; The Emperour 


eocun Charles the fifth would haue brought the Inquiſition 
into the Towne of Antwerp,in the yeare x 5 50, wher- 
aboutes there was much adoe,and great queſtion,6& 
ncither by the ſure of the Towne, nor by anie Inter- 
cefſion, or requalt of their friendes could the ſaide 
Emperour be diuerted from his purpole : at the laſt 

Taquiftion It Was ſhewed him,that if the Ingquiſta were brought 

2 Anrwerp-in, he would driue the Engliſhe Merchantes out of 


te a2 that Cittie, andour ofthe whole low Countreis al- 


he M, M. 
Advicurer ſo,the conſequence whereof when he had well con- 


Be, ſidered, hechaunged his minde,and ſothe Cittie of 
©  - Antwerp was ſaued from the Inquiſition, which they 
ſo much feared, and by no ſute, or meanes belides 
were able to put from them : of ſuch eſtimation and 
» accoumpte were the Merchantes Aduenturers with 
that Mightie and Prudent Emperour, and of ſuche 
credite and reckoning haue they been from time to 
time at home with eleven Kinges, and Queenes of 
this Realmeof Englande, and abroad with the Cit- 
ties of Bridges in Flanders, Antwerpe, 6 Berghen op den 
Zoom in Brabant, Middelburgh, and Ziericzee in Jeland, 
Amiterdam, and Dort in Hollande, Yireeht the chiefe 
Citrie of a Province of that name,& with theDukes, 
Earles, Lordes, and Rulers of the aboueſaid Citrics, 


and Provinces lying within the low Countreis,aun- 
«| {]4 Clene 
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cient” friendes, and Confederates with the Crowne 
of Englande: And in Germante with the Townes of 

: Hambroughe,and Stade,and the Earles of Ea#H-friefland 
ſince the yeare 1 56 4. till this daye;at whiche ryme 
they obtaynedPriviledges of the Ladic Anne Coun- 
tcfle of Oldenburghe, and her ſonnes Edgardand lohn, 


wherein they callthe Companie of Merchants Ad- 
venturers, Inclitam illam & celebratam por Anelics. 
rum Mercatorum Societatem . In all whichplaces;and 
Countreis the forcſaide Companie haue ſo demea- 
ned themſclaes,that thereby they haue reaped great 
loye, credite,fame, and commendation, and haue 
left behindthem a longing for them againe in thoſe 
places, where they onge reſided , or helde their 
Martes, and procured adclire of them in many pla- 
ces, where they neuer were : whiche appeareth by 
the honorable Teſtimonie giuen of the Companie. 
by th&aboue faide Townes, and forreigne Princes 
abroad, and is otherwiſe well knowen to thoſe,who 
knoweaniething of the doings of our neighbours. 
And latelie when through the malicious,and iniu- 
Tious working ofa fewe of the Zanſe T ownes inſtiga- 

tedand holpen forward by the Kihg of Spainesmi- 


niſters, a parte of the ſaide Companie was purfrdtm 


the Towne of Stade in the yeare 1 5'97.and were for- 
ced to retire out ofthe Empire, the Townes of the 
vnrted Lowe Countreis, eleuen or twelue in num- 
ber,of the beſt ſcituare,cach ſtriving to be preferred, 
like ſo manie Rinales or Competitors, offered them- 
ſclues in moſt friendlie; and hartie -_ and OY 
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theſaide Companietorclide with them vpon pro- 
 miſes of ſuch fauour, and Priviledge,as ought never 
tobe forgotten: bur hereof poſhbly enough: Let vs 
now looke into'the Eſtate, Policic, and Goyverne- 
_mentof the ſaid Companie, wherby we ſhall plain- 
lie ſee the cauſes and reaſons of the loue, eſtimation, 
_ andcreditewhichit hath purchaſed abroad, and fo 
the ſooner belecue that, which hath 7 Aa been ſert 
downe, and afhrmed. 


— —— 
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benefites as grow to the Realm 
the maintenance therof. 


HE Companie of Merchants Ad- 
. venturers confiſteth of a great num- 
# + bcr of wealthic,and well experimen- 
| 7 ted aponanagy' dwelling in diucrſc 
(Abe great Cirtics, Marinime Townesand 
other p ie Realme,to witt, in Londen, Torke, 
Norwitche, Excefter Ippwitch, Newca#le,Hull,crc.Theſe 
men of olde tune linked and bounde them {clues to- 
gither in Companie, for the exerciſc of Merchan- 
Aiſe and ſca-fare, trading in Clothe, Kerlye, and all 
other, as well Engliſh as forcign Commodities ven- 
: | dibleabroade, by thewhich they brought vnto the 
places, where they traded, much wealth, benefite,8& 
com- 


FA 
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commoditie, andfor that caufe have obtayned ma- 
pie verie excellent, & fingular Priviledges, Rightes, 
Iuriſditions, exemptions, & immunittes, all which 
thoſe of the aforeſaid Fellowſhippe equallic enioye 
atter a well ordered manner, and forme, and accor- 
ding to the ordinances, lawes, and cuſtomes deni- 
zed; and'agre& vpon by common confente of all 


| the Merchanxes, free of the ſaid Fellowſhipp, dwel- 


ling in the aboue mentioned Townes, and places of 
the Lande : the partes, and places which they trade 


- vnto; are the Townes, and Portes lycing berweene 


the Riuers of Somme in France, and the Scame in the 
Germane (ea: notinto all at once, or at cach mans 
pleaſure, bur into one, or two: Townes at the moſte 
within the aboucfaide boundes, whiche they com» 
monly call the Mart Towne; or Townes : for that 
there onelic they ſtapled the commodities, whiche 
they broughtout of Englande, and put the ſame. to 
fe, and bought ſuctrforeigne Commodiries,as the 
lande wanted,and were brought from:-farre by Mer- 
chants of diuerſe Nations, and Countreis flockinge 
thicher, asroafaire,or markett tabuye and1cll. And 
albert throughthe troubles, andalteration of tymes, 
the MUM. Adventurers hauc been'forced ro change 
and leave their olde marte Fownes, and fecke new, 
(as hath been partlie touched before ) yet whereſoe- 


uer they ſeated themiſelues, thither preſentlic repai- The com- 
panieof M, 
Adverturers 


red other Strangers, leauinge likewe the places 


whence the Engliſh Merchants were departed, and ;, able to 


planting themſclues where they. reſided : ſo _ as 
n 


make & di- - 
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long asthe Companie continued their Matt;orStas 
te1n a place,ſo long grew,and proſpeted that place, 
ut when they forſooke' it, the weltare, and good c- 
ſtate thereof ſeemed withal to departe,and forſake it, 
as in olde time hath been ſcene in Briages,and inour 
tymein ſome others, and no marvaile.; For dyjigent 
inquirie being made in the yere 1 5 58. by the com- 
mandement of the Emperour Charles the fifth, what 
benefite,or commoditie came to his State of the low 
Counrreis by the haunt, and Commence of the En, 
gliſh Merchantcs, itwas found, that in the Cittie of 
Antwerpalone, where the Copanic of M, M. Adve- 
turers was atthattime reſiding , were at leaſt twentic 
thouſand perſons fed &mainteyned for themoſt part 
by che trade of the M.M. Adventurers : beſfdes thir- 
tic thouſand others in other places of the low Coun- 
ries likewiſe maintayned and fed partlie by the ſaid 
trade, partly by endraping of Qlothe,, & working.in 
Wooll and other-commodities brought out of. 
land: In confirmation wherof;E haue heard auncient 
Merchants ſay, Thatat the time whenthe aboue ſaid 
Companiewas entierely refidentat Anwrrp 4 little 
before thetroublesxvhickfell out mithie yeres: 63:6: 
64. there were fed, & mainteyned inthelow'Coun, 


treis ſixtiethouſande ſoules (and ſome haue ſaide-a 


great manie more) by the Engliſh trade, and by thg 
Wares boughtin the low Countreys tobe'caried ine 
to England, which no doubt was the cauſe, that the 
Princes of the low Countreis haue been ſo favoura- 


ble to the aboue aide Copanie,& (o loath to forgoe 
| or 
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or looſe them, as knowing that therewithall they 


ſhould looſe a veric faire lower of their gatlande, 
yeaa ſure roote, and foundation of their wealth. 
For on the one (ide, ſuch is the valew, profite, and 
goodnes of the Engliſh Commodities, thatall Nati- 
ons of thele partes of Europe, and el{where, defire 
them, and on the other fide, the Engliſh Merchants 
buye vp, and carrie into Englande \ genic a quanti- 
tie of torcigne wares, that for the ſale thereof, all 
ſtraunge Merchauntes doe, and will repaire vnto 
them. Now what theſe Engliſhe commodities are, 
and how they be ſo profitable, may appeare by the 
particulars following: 

Firſt,there is ſhipped out yearely by the aboueſaid 
Companie, atleaſt ſixtie thouſande white Clothes, 
belides coloured Clothes of all fortes, Kerlyes ſhort, 
and longe, Bayes, Cottons, Northern Doſens, & di- 
uerſe other kindes of courſe Clothes :the iuſt valew 
of theſe ſixtic thouſande white Clothes can not well 
bee calculated,or fett downe, but they are not leſle 
woorth ( in mine opinion) then fixe hundred thou- 
ſande poundes ſterling,or Engliſh monic. 

* Thecoloured Clothes of all fortes, Bayes, Ker- 
ſyes, Northern Doſens, and other courſe Clothes, I 
reckon toariſe to the niiber of fortie thouſand Clo- 
thes, at leaſt, and they be woorth one with another 
foure hundred thouſand poundes ſterling, or En- 

gliſh monic. 
There goeth alſo out of England, beſides theſe 
Woolle Clothes, into the low Coſirries, Wool, Fel, 
E Lead, 


The profites 
ariſinge by 
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yorde the 


SCcas. 


'26 MA TREATISE 


Lead, Tinne,Saffron, Conyſkins, Leather, Tallow, 


 Alablaſtreſtones, Corn, Beer, &diuers other things, 


amoiiting vnto great ſummes of mony:By al which 
commodities,anumber of labouring menare ſet on 
work, & gaign much monie, beſ1des-that which the 
Merchaunt gaineth,which is no ſmall matter. Here 
vntoadde the monie which Shippers, and men that 
live vpon the water, gett by fraight, and portage of 
the forcſaid Comoduics from place,to place, which 
would amount to a great ſumme, it the particulars 
thereof were, or could be exactlic gathered : hereby 
inſhort may be ſeene, howe great and prohtablethe 
Companic of M. M. Aduenturers trade hath been, 
and is in the ptaces, where they hold their reſidence, 
beſides the profite raiſed vp6 the Chamhers,Scllers, 


and Packhoufes, which they muſt hauc for foure or 


five hundred Merchants, whereby Rentes are main- 
reyned and kept vp, and the great expenſes other- 


_ wile, which the ſaid Merchants are at for their diete, 


Carton, 5, 


Libro, 


apparell,&c. toſaye nothing of the Princes, or Ge- 
neralities profit,and reuenues by their Tolles, Con- 
yoyes, Impoſtes, Axcyſcs,and other dewtics,where- 
of there can be no certaine notice had, but to ſhewe 
the greatnes thereof, let this one figne fo long agoe, 
ſerue forall, That — the Good, Duke of Bureur. 
die, and firſt founder of the order of the Golden Fleeſe, 
gauethe foreſaid Fleeſe foraliuerie, or badge of the 
faid Order, for that he had his chicfeſt Tolfes, Rene. 


- nues, and Incoms, by Wooll, and Woollen Cloth: 


Thus you baue ſcene what profitis raiſed by ſtraun- 
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gers, ypon the Engliſh trade, it followeth to ſhewe, 
what the M, M. Adventurers buye for returne, of 


ſtraunge Nations,& people frequenting their, Marte 
Townes,and bringing their Countric commodities 


 thcther. 


Ot the Dutche, and Germane Marchantes, they ,...___. 
buye Rheniſh Wine , Fuſtians , Copper, Steele, wares. 
Hemp, Oinion-{ced, Copper & Iron Wyre, Latten, 
Kettels, and Pannes, Linncn cloth, Harnas, Saltpe- 
tcr, Gun-powder, all things made at Norenbergh,and 
in ſumme;, there is no kinde of ware, that Germanic 
yeeldeth, but generallierhe M.M Adventurers buye 
as much, or more thereof, then any other Nation. 
Velvittes, wrought, and vawrought, Taffitacs, Sat- coo ; 
tins, Damaskes, Sarſenettes, Milan fuſtians, Clothe 
of goldc, and (i]uer, Grograines, Chamlettes, Satin, 
and {owing filke, Organzine, Orſoy, and all other 
kinde of wares either made, orto be had in Italie. 

Ot the Eſterlinges they buye Flaxe, Hemp, Wax, 7 q.qinge 
Pitche, Tarre, Wainſcot, Deal-bordes,Oares,Corn, wares, 
Furres , Cables, and Cable yecarne, Tallow, Ropes, 

Maſtes for ſhippes, Sope-aſhes, Eſtrigd wooll, and 
almoſt what ſocuer.is made, or groweth in the Eaſt 
Countrics. 

Of the Portingales, they buye all kinde of Spyces, Porvingele 
had notmuch to doe, by reaſon that other Engliſhe 
Merchantes haue had a great trade into, France and 
Spaine, and ſo ſcrue England directlic from thence 

E 2 with 
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with the commodities of thoſe Countries. 
Netherlan- Ofthclow Countrie Merchantes, or Netherlan- 
dithe wares ers, they buye all kinde of manufacture, or hand- 
worke not made in Englande, Tapeſtrie, Buckrams, 
white threed,incle, Linnen clothe of all ſortes, Cam- 
brickes, Lawnes, Mather, and an infinite number of 
other rhinges, to longe to rehearſe in particular, but 
it : heereby I hope it ſufficientlic appeareth, that itis of 
[MW an exceeding valew, which the M. M. Aduenturers 
| buye, & carrie into England, in ſo much,thatI have 
heard it crediblie reported, that all the Commodi- 
if ties,that come out of all other Coiitreis, belidesEn- 
glande, were not wonte to ſett ſo manie people on 
woorke in the low Countreis, as the Commoditics, 
which came out of England onely did, ncither that 
anie other two of the greateſt Nations,that frequen- 
ted the ſaid low Countreis for trade,did buye,or ca- 
rie out ſo much goodes in valew ,as the Merchantes 
WE: Adventurers : The knowledge, and conſideration 
10108 | whereof hath made them thought woorthie to bee 
1.118 made of, cheriſhed, & defired by Princes,States,and 
(lf Common Wealthes, and it would not hurt the ſtate 
of the Empire a whyrt, to holdefriendſhippe, & en. 

10.18 | Bo tertayn ſo profitable a Companie,and Trade,as this, 

[ | whereby great multitudes/of their poore people, 
might be (ett on worke, and gett their living, and in 
procefſe of tyme growrichethereby, as the menof 
_Antwerpe, and others of the lowe Countries haue 
i! done, which by the praQtiſes of the Pope, and King 

i of Spaine, & the vnreaſonable dealing of the Harſes, 
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is in a manner kept from them. The root,and ſpring 
of all this almoſt incredible Trade, and Trafticque 
hath had his increaſe, and proceeding from the 

litike Gouuernement, Lawes , and Orders deviſed, 
aad obſcrued of olde time in the faid Companie, as 
aforeſaide : eſpeciallie (ince the raigne of King Hen. 
riethe ſeuenth, by the ſpeciall order, comandement, 
and encouragement of the ſaide Noble Prince, one 


_ dayſtill| beinga Schoolemaiſter vnto the other, and 


men by experience,vſc, and knowledge of foreigne 
People, and their facions, orders, and kinde of dea- 
ling, growing dalilie,and from time to timetoanex- 
ater courſe, and greater perteion of matters, and 
vnderſtanding of their own ecſtate,and what is fitteſt 
for the vpholding,and maintenance thercof : Theſe 
{aide ordinances conteine in them all kinde of good 
Diſcipline,[nſtruRion, and rules tobring vp youth 
in, & to keepe them in order : ſo that the Marchants 
Adventurers dwelling in theaboue mentioned Cit- 
ties,and Townes of the Realme of Englande, ſende 
their yong men, ſonnes, and ſervauntes, or Appren- 
tices, who for the moſt parteareGentlemens ſonnes, 
or mens children of good meanes orqualitie, to the 
Marte Townes, beyonde the Seas, there to learne 
good facions, and to gaigne experience, and know- 
ledge in trade, and the manners of ſtraiige Nations, 
thereby the better to knowe the world betymes,and 
to be able,to.goe through with the ſame, to the ho. 
nor, and ſervice of their Prince,and Countrey , and 
their owne wel-fare, and advauncementin the com- 
E 3 mon 
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mon Wealth, whercof a verie great number haue 
ſhewed them ſelues,and at this daye manic are,verie 
notable, and benefhiciall members : Beltdes, the {aid 
Companic hath a Gouvernour, orin his abſence, a 
Deputrie, and foure and twentic Afſiſtentes in the 
Marte Towne, who haue Turiſdiction, and full Au- 
thoritic as well from her Maicltic, as from the Prin- 
ces, States,and Rulers of the low Countries,and be- 
yond the ſeas, without Appelle, provocation,or de- 
clination, to ende and determine all Civile cauſes, 
queſtions, and controverhies ariſing betweene or a- 
monge the Brethren, Members,and ſuppoſtes of the 
ſaide Companie, or betweene them and others, ei- 
ther Engliſhe,or Straungers, who either may or will 
prorogate the TuriſdiQion of the ſaideCompanie,& 
their Court, or are ſubicto the ſame by the Privi- 
ledges, and Charters thereynto graunted. 
By the ſaide Gouvernour,and Afſkſtentes are alſo 
appointed, and choſena'Depurie, and certaine dil- 
creete perſons, to be Afſociates to the ſaide Deputic 
in all other places c6venient, as well within,as with- 
out the Realme of Englande, whoall holde Corre- 
ſpondence with the Gouvernour of the Companie, 
and chiefe Court in the Mart Towne on the other 
ſide the Seas, and haue ſubalterne power to exerciſe 
Merchanntes lawe, to rule, and looke to the good 
ordering of the Brethren of the Companie euerie 
where, as farre as may bee, and their Charters will 
bearethein our. 
Further,the ſaide Companic entertaincth gory 
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and learned Preachers with liberall tipendes, and 


other benefites : Hath alſo Treaſurers, Secretaries, 
and other needetull Officers, the end of all which is: 


: Theſcemalie and orderlie Gonvernement and ruls of all the 


memaers, partes,and Brethren of the ſaide Companie wher- Benefres 8 
foemer in their Trade,and feat of Mercandiſe. Secondly,T he Com modis 


- . . EY , G 
Preſeruation of Amitie, and the Enterconrſe betweene the by mecs 


Realme of Englaned and therr Neighbours and Allies, parie of 

and the Preventi In, ] | pt 
enting of Innovations, griefs, wronges, and aiyauren 

exactions contrarie to the ſame. Thirdlie, Thegreat Vent, 

Advancement, and keeping in Eitimation of Eneliſh Coms- 

muaities, and the bringing wn of foreigne Commodities good 

cheape. Fourthlie, The Maintneance of the Navigation. 


Fifthlie, The Encreafe of the Qucenes Incomes, and Cu- 


ftomes. Seaventhlie, and laiilie, T he Honor and Service of 


y & Wh and of our State and Countrey, at home, and 
ebroad. 


Now that all theſe benefites, and commodities a- 


| riſe by the Companie of Merchantes Adventurers, 


I hope by, and by, plainlie to ſhew, and with-all to 
proove, That by the ſaide Companie, all the aboue-. 
written pointes are better performed, and brought 
to pafſe, thenifall were ſertat libertie, as ſome haue 
defired,& confequentlie that without the ſaidCom- 
panic, few, or none of the forcſ{aid Benefites, or C6- 


 modities will bee ſo well raiſed or redounde to the 
| State,and Common Wealth, 


of 
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Of Rule, and Gouvernement,the firft point and Com- 
woditte arifg by the wnited Companic 
of Marchants Adventurers. 


== Shall not needeto ſay much in com. 
mendation of good Gouvernement, 

e&n1 & Policic, as having before touchec 
[ 


LASY che ſame in parte, and ſhewed howe 
AW needtull, & requilite it is allo in mat. 
_ tcrof Commerce, Trade,and the feat 
of Merchandiſe. Now that the Companie of Mer- 
chantes Adventurers hath for this Point been aun. 
cientlie famous,and higblie praiſed,and eſteemed of 
Straungers, as well, as of thoſe of their owne Coun. 
trie, and ſo continueth to this day (although much 
diſtarbed, and diſquieted by newe Tulles and Di- 
110.008 mockes ) I thinke no man doubteth : ſo that I take it 
WW as graunted, that the State, and Common Wealth 
i | heereby reapeth more profite, then if men were ſuf- 
Wl fredtorunnealooſe, and irregulare: courſe without 
4.0 | order, commaund, or overſight of anie.: whereby 
Wl manie griefes, hurtes, diſſentions, and inconvenien- 

| ces, beſides no ſmall diſhonour to the Prince, and 
State would in ſhorte tyme ariſe,as heeretofore they 
hauc done for want of line, and diſcreete Gouvern- 
ment, of which Remedie ſeeing the foreſaid Com- 
wry is ſufficientlie provided, and that it hath been 


y the experience of ſo manic Ages, and the allow- 
| ance 
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* [nceofeleuen Princes of the Realmeapproued, me 
thinkes,it werean offence,and wrong vnto the State 
oftred to goc about te alter, or hinder the ſame; atquie 
its Cornicum oculo: configere. e56-Þ 
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T hat the Amitie, and Entercourſe betweene the Realme of 
Englanac,and their Neighboprs , aud Allies, are cheriſhed, 
aud all Innvvations, eriefes, wronges, and exattions 
comrarie to the ſame, are prevented by the 

Maintenance of the Companie 
Merchants Adventurers, 
. * 

H « n x hath been of olde tyme,very 
Wo ſtraight alliance and amitic between 
eq IA tc Kinges of Englande,and the Prin- 

. > bY ccs of the low Countreis, eſpeciallje 
Sr WW (incethe gouuernement of the faide 
Countreis-came to the handes ofthe Dukes of Bur. 
gundie, and among the ſaide Dukes, betweene King 
Henrie the, fifth, and Philippe, ſurname the Good, Fa- 
ther to Charles ſurnamed the Warrynyr, which Charles 
was ſlaine beforethe Towneof Nazter - This Duke 
Philippe had almoſt from a childe been brought vpia 
the Court.of. Englande, ſo that betwyeene the faide 
King, and him, and their ſubjects, was a verie firme 


K league, friendſhippe,& entercourſe, the cauſes wher. 


of, and of the formcr Amitic, and League bewweene 
FF the 
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the Kinges of England fro King Zan d the third, & 
the faid Princes of the lowCoiureis,arereckoned to 
dexhreeprincipallie. Firſt the aide of the ſaid Kings 
in the purſuite of their juſt ticle to the Crowne of 
France. Secondlie, The ſaufer keeping of Calice, and 
the territorie thereabours in the pofleflis of the ſaid 
 Kivges: Andthidlic, The nearenes of Flanders, Bra. 
bant, Hollind and Sealand vnto the Realme, and the 
commodious ſcituation thereof for the vent of En 
gliſh Commodities,in which Provinces the Engliſh 
Merchauntes were at that time ſertled. Fhis neigh- 
bourlic league grounded vponthe aboue ſaide cau- 
ſes hath conſtantlie continued euer {ince, but more 
nearely was confirmed betweene King Herriethe 
fifth, & the abuueſaid Duke of Burganate, wholiued 
inthe yeare of qur Lorde 14 20. fo that fince that 
tyme ithath neuer been broken, but at the death, or 
chaunge of any Prince,oncacke parte hath been re- 
newed, confirmed, and ſometimes augmented, and 
. namelie betweene'King Henriethe ſcuenth, & King 
Philippe, forine to the Emperour Maximiliane,and Fa- 
ehet,ro Charley rhe fifth Emperour, and for themain- 
Tenant , and therifhin of the Fidefcague, and en» 
ercoutip. ir''s WA knowen to thoſe which arc'con- 
uerſarttm Hiſtoric of things paſt, that ſirice the win- 
ning of Ca/ce,by King Edward the thirde,in the yere 
I 3 47. the Kinges of Englande hane with gteat Ar 

mics by lande,and Feeres ofſhippes by ſea,invaded 
the Realme of France,in.the quarrel and for the ayd 
of the houſe of Bureunaie, as well as for their owne 
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particular claymes,and right, &ecſpecially King Hew- 
r the fifth, as appearerh by diuers writers ot thoſe 
times, ahd fince, butto-lett paſle ſo old matters, and 
only to rehearſe famewhar of that, which hath been ayges gius 


done in the memorie of men yet living, or notlong 
before, I will in brief recount ſome ſpeciall proofes 


as the Kings of Englande, and the Dukes of Burgnn- 
dre were ioigned in league,and friend{hippe,ſo were 
the Frenche,and Scotres,that when ſocucr England 
had warre with France, Scotland had the like with 
England,ſo thatthe Kinges of England hauc hadal. 
waycs double warres with the Frenche and Scottes 
togeather, and haue beene forced from time to time 
yr keepe two Armies, ſometimes threeat once ia the 
elde. 

In the yeare 1 49 2.King Henriethe ſcuenth,in fa- 
uourand ayde of Maximiliane, Archduke of Auitrich, 
& ſonne tothe Emperour Frederick the fourth, who 
had maried the Ladie Marr, daughter & ſole heire 
to Charles theWarriour,ſlaine before Nartz,as afore- 
ſaide, and againſt whom almoſte all the Townes in 
Flaunders rebelled, and tooke armes, and with the 
ayde of the Frenche, beſieged the Towne of Dix. 
w#de, the aide King ſent ouer the Lord Dawbenye, 
and the Lord cMorley, with anarmie vpon his owne 
charges.into Flanders, who raiſed the forclaide ſiege, 
and flew eightthouſand Frenche men, & Flemings 
in the place, taking all their prouiſion,& ordinance: 


and in the yeare following, when Nzewporte, a Town 
Fa lying 


bytheKings 
of England 
to thc houſe 


of that aboucſaide,giuing this note by the way, that ot Burgavie 
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lycing vpon the Sea-coaſt of Flanders, was befieged 
by Monlieur de Cordes, aFrenche man,with twentie 
thouſand Frenche and Fleminges, and that one of 
the principalleſt Towers -or Bulwarkcs of the faide 
Towne was entred, and helde by the enimie, yet by 
the valiant reſiſtence of ſuch Engliſh men, as were 
within it,and freſh ſupplie ſent by the foreſaid King, 
the forefaid Cordes was forced to leauethe faid Town 
with ſhame, and lofſe of manie of his men, & much 
proviſion . In the ſame yeare alſo, the ſaide Kinge 
Henrie the ſeuenth ſent anarmie by ſea vader the c0- 
duQof the Lord Pominees, to the ayde of the faide 
Archduke Maximilian, againſt the Lord of Raven. 
e», Geneall of the Rebellious Fleminges, who 
had raken the Caſtell and Towne of Slufe (the onelie 
Hauen and Porte to the ſeas of thatoldeand famous 
Towne of oy ) but the Lord Powinges recouered 
the ſaid Caſtell by force, and deliuered it to Albert 
Duke of Saxonie,generall for the forcfaid Archduke: 
By the ſaving of which Caſtle, and the aboueſaide 
towne of Newporte,the whole Earldome of Flanders 
was ſaued out of the handes of the Frenche Kinge, 
who otherwiſe, without the ayde of King Henrieof 
Englande, had ioyned the ſame to the Crowne of 
France. In the yeare following, the ſaide Kinge 
Henrie, in revenge of the great ſcorne and iniurie 
doneto theabouefaid Archduke by the Frech King, 
partly in returning home the LadieMargarer,daugh- 
ter to the ſaide Archduke, who was atfianced,and af. 


69 


fieged 
wentie 
One of 
> faide 


yet by _. 


s Were 
King, 
Town 
much 
Kinge 
he c0- 
> ſaide 
Raven. 
, who 
onelie 
1Mous 
zuered 
Albert 
duke: 
eſaide 
anders 
Kinge, 
enrie of 
vne of 
Kinge 
niurie 
| King, 
Jaugh- 
and af: 
zaryed 
i. 


m n , _ 
aw a toafy 3% . « £3 
Mc. tt © a. Lv — 7 


OF CONMEIRES. "37 
to the ſaid Frenche King, and partlie by getting in 
craftie forte the Ladie Arne, the onely heire of the 
Dutchie of Britante from the ſaid Archduke, towho 
ſhee was maried, entred France with a great Armie, 

where the faide Archduke promiſed to meete him 
with another armie on his parte, and-alchovgh the 
ſaide promiſe was not kept, yerthe ſaid King procee- 
ded on his purpoſe, beſieged Butlen,and finally con- 
ſtrayned the French King to ſecke peace of him,and 
togiue hima great ſumme of monie, with the which 
( and great ſpoile gott by his people) he returned in- 
to England, to his high honour, and praiſe, without 
once (eeing or hauing anie helpe atall of the faide 
HMaximiliane. | 

Intheyerer 5 1 2:at which time the French King 
made warres with Fernando King of Spainc, and in- 
vaded his Countreis by lande, King Henrie the eight 

{of famous memorie) fo an aide of renne thouſand 

men by ſea into Spain,vnder theleading of the No- 

ble Eord, the Lord Thomas Grey, Marquis Dorſet, at 
the requeſt of the aboue- mentioned Maximithanthen 

Emperour, whoſe only ſonneand heire Phrlippe, had 

maried 70anthe daughter,and heire of the aboue ſaid 

Ferdinendo : Twooyeares after this, the faide King 

Henriein fauour and defence of the yonge Prince or 

Infante of Spaine,Charles, grandchilde to the aboue 


| faide Haximilane,and afterwardes Emperour him- 
| ſelfe, went over in perſon witha mightie armie into 
/ France, and beſieged the ſtrong Towne of Terwin, 

| which finallic was yeclded vnto him, maugre the 
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| whole power of Fraunce, after he had diſcomfited, 
, - andoucrthrowenin battaile the French armie, ilay- 
ing eight or teane thouſande in the place,and taking 
priſoners the Duke de Longueville, the Marquile Re- 
telois , and belides 2 4 0. Lordes, Knightes,and Gen- 
tlemen of name and honour: In whiche battaile the 
abouc ſaide Emperour with at leaſt fortic or fiftic of 
the Nobilitie ot the lowe Countries, ſerued vnder 
the Kings Standerd, receyuing wages of him, and 
wearing the red Croſſe,or Cognizanceof England, 
after the rendring ouer of Tewin, the ſaide Kinge 
brought his armie before the Cittic of Tonrnay, or 
Dornick, at that time tearmed the Maiden Citic,(tor 
that it neuer had been wonne by Princc) but Kinge 
| Henriegottit, and having taken order, forthe ſure 
keeping thereof, returned the way that he came, be. 
inga long marche of 63. miles with greatgloric,and 
honour into Englande, and in the meane while the 
Duke of Nerfolke, and his ſonne the/Earle of Surrye, 
had diſcomfited an armie of fiftiethouſand Scottes, 
vnderthe leading of theirKing Zawes the fourth, who 
was flaine in the fielde with fourteene thouſande of 
his people, whcreof manie were of the Nobilitic, 
bchdes 12 Earlcs, 20 Lords, 40.0r 50 Knightes,and 
manie Genticmen, taken priſoners. 
In the yeare 1 4 14, the faid King Hemrie the eight 
did ſende a bande'of 1 500. choiſe ſouldiours, vn- 
der the leading of the Lord Clinton, vnto the ayde of 
the Ladie Margarete, Regent of the low Countries, 
agalalt the Duke of Gelderlande. 
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 'Intheyeare 1530. a pager peace was agreed 


ypon, and fworne at Pariſe in France, betwixt the 
Emperour Charles the fifth, the King of England, & 
the French King,during their three lives:and which 
of the three ſhould firſt violate, or breake this peace, 
theother two-were bound to ſert vypon him, as their 
open and ioint enemie : this peace was firſte broken 


'on the French Kinges parte, by reaſon of a quarrell 


berweene the Emperour,and the faide King, where- 
vpon the King of England, for his oath and promiſe 
fake, ſent ouer into France a great Armie, vnder the 
lcading of the Duke of Suffolke, and prepared a great 


Fleet of ſhippes by ſea, to anoye the ſaide Countrie, 


andby this meanes drewe the Scottes againſt him: 
for the Duke of £M/banie in aydof the Frenche, cn» 
ered England and began to ſpoile the borders there- 
of, againſt whom-the Earle of Surrye was ſent, who- 
forced the Scottes to retyre;to their loſſe, and diſho- 
nour,andentred Scotland at their heeles,burninge, 
and ſpoyling the Countric afore him,and returning 


with great pray,and bootie. 


In the yeare 1 54 3. thefaid King Henriethecight, 
ſent over Syr John Wallop, and other Gentlem&, with 
a band of fix thouſand me,to the ayd of the forefaid: 
Emperour Charles, when he went to Landerſey: and 
mthe yeare 15 45-the ſaide King in perfon with twa 
Armies went ouer into Fraunce, in.ayd'of the ſaide 
Emperour Charles, at which tyme hee beſieged, and 
tooke Ballen : but how il] the ſaid Emperor kept pro» 
miſe with the ſaid King, and afterwards Pg t his: 

OWes 
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knowledge, or privitie,made peace with the French 
King, I ſhall not ncede to ſay much, as being parthe 
freſhe in mans memorie, and partlie commended to 
writing by ſuch,as liued in thoſe dayes. 

Inthe yeare 155 7. Queene <Harie in favour of 
her huſband King Philppe,and by his procurement, 
and mcanes, made warres vpon Fraunce, ſending o- 
ucr an armie by ſea, vnder the Lorde Clintone, highe 
Admirall of England, into Britanie, where they lan- 
ded, ſpoiled, and burne a great way into the Coun- 
tric, And another armic of renne thouſand men by 
lande, vnderthe Earles of Penbrooke, Bedforde, & Rut. 
Lind, by whole helpe King Philippegort the ſtronge 
Towne of S* 9«intins,and had his wil of the French 
King : but the Engliſh by theſe warres,and breaking 
peace with Fraunce for King Philippes ſake, loſt the 
Towne of Cakce,which the predecetlours of the ſaid 
Queene,hed kept in ſpighte of all France 210.yeeres 
betore that time : What other privie helpes Queene 
Marie gaue vnto her ſaide Huſ band, few ornonecan 
tell, but it is tought, he had many an hundred thou. 
ſande poundes from her, that all the worlde knewe 
not of. Theſe warres haue the Kings of Englande ta- 
ken in hande, and theſe aydes from tyme to tyme 
haue they given to the houſe of Burganadbe, belides 
great, and vnknowen ſummes of money lent, in ſo 
much,that in the opinion of men of knowledge.,and 
expericce,itcoſt the Realme of England three ſkore 
tymes an hundred thouſand poundes at leaſt, in the 


quartel and defence of the Princes of the faid houſe, 
within 


Trench 
parthe 
ded to 


our of | 
ment, ' 
ing o- | 
highe | 
y lan- | 
Zoun- 
en by 
& Rats 
ronge 
—_—_ 
aki 
ſt rn. 
ie ſaid 
YCeres 
ucene 
NC can 
thou. 
Nnewe 
de ta- 
ryme 
el1des 
.in ſo 
e,and 
ſkore 
in the 
ouſe, 
thin 


OF COMMENRCE, 4C 
within the compaſſe of 76.yercs after that Maximuill- 
ane maricd with the Ladic Marie, daughter to Charles 
the Warriour, and heire to the ſaid houſe : to ſaye no- 
thing of that which happened before, and nowe of 
late hath fallen out ſince the troubles in the low 
Countries, in all which the Kinges, and Queenes of 
England, haue ſhewed themſclues faithful,8 friend. 
lie Princes, and good Neighbours,and Allies to the 
the aide low Countries, and truelic & readilic haue 
holpen,& ſtood by the Princes hercofintbeir grea- 
teſt need, and extremitie : whereas we cat not read, 
that thoſe of the houſe of Burgidie cuer made warres 
againſt Scotlande,or Fraunce in helpe of the Kinges 


of Englande direQlic: neither were they, oranic of 


them cuer required thervnto,but once,and that was 
inthe dayes of King Edward the fixt, being then but 
cight ornine yeres of age, and at ſuch time as he had 
both warre with Scotland,and Fraunce at once, and 
befides was troubled with a great rebellis of his ſub. 
ices at home, for which cauſe a ſolempne Embal- 
ſage was ſent to the Emperour Charles the fifth, who Fmbaſlg: 
laid before the ſaide Emperour, the feeble eſtate of perorChar- 
the ſaid King Edwardes infancie,and tender ycares,8& F5the fifth 
the commotion of his ſubieces,cuen vpon the neck £award we 
of the warres,and troubles with Fraunce, and Scot- fixt 
lande, putting the faide Emperour in minde of the 
great Armies, which at ſundrie tymes had been ſent 
out of England inayd of his Father,and Graund. fa- 
ther, and alſo of the daungerous, and chargeable 
warres begunne, and taken in _— by King "Ro 

| . 
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the cight, the ſaid Kinges Father, for the quarrell of 
the ſaid Emperour alone, as then but an Intantal(o, 
and vnder ycares : they did not lett further to rell 
him ofthe great paines, and travell taken by the ſaid 
King Henri, with his friendes the Princes Electors, 
and others of Germanic, at the requeſt of the ſaide 
Emperour,to preferre him to the Imperial. Crown, 
and Dignitie, which he now poſlefled, and perhaps 
mightelle haue miſſed : Laſthe,they prayed the ſaid 
Emperour, to remember the auncienr, and faithful 
lie continued Amitic betweene the Emperour, and 
his Predeceſſours Dukes of Burgundie,and the Pre- 
deceſſours of the faide Kinge Edwarde, and that the 
warres, which he now had with Scotland,& France, 
was for none other cauſe mooved, then in mainte- 
naunce of the faide Amitie, and in defence of the 
Quarrell 6f the houſe of Burgwndte,and atthe requeſt 
of the Princes thereof onelie: But,as the ſaid Empe- 
rour had dealt before withDuke Frederick of Saxonte, 
by whoſe meanes eſpeciallic he attayned to the Em- 

Inpre6s', an ſo he did the like with King Eaward, 
| for clean forgettingall olde, and new friendfhippes, 
he gauethe Embaſſadours vncourteous woordes for 
the altcration of the Religion by their Kinge, and 
would'doe nothing except the ſame were chaunged 
againe to the olde : Wherevpon they beſought the 
faid Emperour, that he would at leaſt be pleaſed, to 
take into his handes,and keeping the Towne of Bul. 
&»,not long before gott from Fraunce by King Hen- 
##«the cight, and that but for a tyme, ull the ſaide 
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43 
King Edward had quieted the troubles with his ſub. 
tectes at home: but this he would not yeelde vnto- 


neither, except the King would change his Religio, 
which the King, and his Counſell (having the tcare 
of God before their eyes) vtterlie refuſed, chooſing 
rather to looſe carthlic thinges, then heauenlie, and 
therefore ſeeing the Emperour would neither giue 
ayde him ſelfe,nor ſuffer anie munition,or ſouldiors 
to goc out of his land into England, nonot ſo much 
as an armour (as I haue hearde) that one of the Em-. 
baſſadours had bought for him ſelfe at Brueſſelles, a 
peace in the yeare 1549.was concluded with France 
and Scotlande, with the reſtoring of Buller, & vpon 
other conditions according to thetyme: this peace 
fell out burlittle ro the profit of the Emperour, for 
intheyeare 1 5 5 1. began thegreat warres betweene 
him, and Herrie the Frenche King, wherein the Bur- 
gundians tealt the want of their olde truſtie Friendes, 
and Allies the King of Englande, and his people. 
And vndoubtedlie, if the Kinges of Englande had 
not continuallie ayded,and aſſiſted the houſe of Bur- 
eundi, and the low Countreis, they had both been 
Frenche hefore this daye, or it the Frenche Kinge 
might haue been ſure of England,and without feare 
thereof bent his whole forces by ſea, and by lande a- 
eainſt the Houſe of Burgundre, and Spain, neither 
ſhould the Emperour haue gott ſo much advantage, 
as he didagainſtthe French King,neither haue been 
able to haue troubled Germanie, and the Germane 


Princcs, nor other Princes, States,and Countreis,as 
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A TREATISE 
he did, neither ſhould he haue gotten ſo much poſ. 


ſeion, and Dominion in 1:a{e, and other places, as 
hee gort, neither laſtlie ſhould his ſubiectes haue 
obtained fo. great wealth, and ritches, nor fo much 
knowledge by lande, and by ſea,as they haue done. 
For ſurelie, he,and his people may thanke the Kings 
-of Englande tor all theſe thinges: tor the ayde of the 
faide Kinges, and the trafficque, and reſorte of the 
EngliſheMerchaunts haue bcen the principal cauſcs 
thereof,and therefore great reaſon had the Dukes of 
Burz:ndie, to ſeeke the friendſhippe, and Amitie of 
the Kinges of Englande,and to cheriſhe,& augment 
the ſame by Treaties, and Entercourſc from ryme to 
tyme, which are yet continued in force: and where- 
of the foreſaide Companie of M. M. Adventurers 
haue ſo good notice, recorde, & vnderſtanding,that 
vpon ante occaſion whatſocuer,they haue them rea- 
dic, thereby to defend the Right of the Realme,and 
ſubiectes thereof, againſt ſuch as would cither will- 
fullie, or vnawares breake, & violate the ſame,which 
ought to remaine as ſacred, and vntouched, for the 
reſeruation of mutuall friendſhippe, and: Amitice 
etweene both Nations,which oftentimes for want 
of dew care, and prouiſion on this behaltc in tyme, 
might terneinto open ennimitie, and alienation of 
good will, not without daunger of warre inthe cnd, 
_ 4f fome men mighthanetheir willes: As in the yeare 
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Englande,& wel knowen there, to drawe out a ſum. 
marie of all the doleances of the-low Country Mer. 
chantes, promiſing redreſle therein, or to bringe the 
matter toan open warre, whiche whether the ſaide_ 
ſtraunger did,or not, I can not iuſtlie ſaye, but it is 
like enough his bufie head conſidered, and hee hath 
conceyued no ſmall diſcontentement of olde, that 
thinges goe not, as he would faigne haue them in 
Englande for his owne particular fancies ſake, and 


_ employment, without regardinge the alteration of 


tymes,or breach of Amitic,which might fall our be. 
tweenc her Maieſtic, & the States of the vnited low 
Countries for that cauſe, ſo hee might come to his 
purpoſe : For immediatchic vpon this followed that 
violent proceeding of the Dutches of Parmae, in ba- 
niſhing of Engliſhe Clothe, and Commodities out 

of the low Countrics,by meanes wherof, the Com- 

merce,and Trade for a tyme ſurceaſed, not without 
perill of warre betweene the Princes, and their peo- 
ple. The Companie therefore of the M.M. Adven- 
turers area great obſtacle to the raiſing and bringing 

in of new, and vnwonted Tolles, Impoſtes, exacti- 

10ns,and grievances, which otherwiſe the ſubiects of 
the Realme of Englande, their Shippes, and goods, 

would be charged with, and oppreſſed, contrarte to 

the treaties of Amitie, and Entercourſes, to the em- 

poueriſhing of the faide ſubieRtes, & the hinderance 

of the Navigation : whiche commeth to patte by 
meanes, and helpe of their common purſe; 8 bool 


ccrs mainteyned to keepe regiſter of all things need. 
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full, and todefende theſe common cauſes from time 
to.time, when anie Innovation,orftraunge exation 
is broughtin, tending to the hurt, and hinderance 
of the Merchantes, Mariners, & ſea-faring men, and 
conſequentlictorhe dammage,and preiudice of the 
whole ſtate : and this a perticular man is notable to 
doe, for cither his purſe,or meanes will not reach vn- 
£0 it, or elſe being loath to ſpende his monie, and 
time,or to hinder his affaires,and trade hereaboutes, 
will rather yeeld vnto a wronge, whereby it cometh 
to paſſe by litle andlitle, thatthe auncieat rightes of 
the Realme, are cither leſſened,or infringed,& that, 
which oughtnot to bee ſuffered, vnwonted tallages, 
raxes, and impoſitions ,are leuyed on the ſubieR, 
to his great grievance, 6 empoucriſhing, and to the 
bringing of the Trade tntoſtraungers handes onely: 
a thing of longe tyme practiſed,and laboured for by 
them, and chieflie prevented,and withſtoode by the 
Companic of M. M. Adventurers , which hath ſtir- 
red vp the Eaſterlinges,and ſome Merchants of Ant- 
werpe, of late dayes againſt them, the Eaſterlings con- 
tinewe ſtill in their pride of heart, and indurate ma- 
lice, the Antwerpians,and their new-borne Colledge 
(the troubles groweing vpon them) were forced to 
be quier, though within theſe three yeares,their firſt 
and laſt (perhaps)Conſull,and Secretarie haue ſolli- 
cited the States Generall of the vnited Provinces 
with theirComplaints,and accuſations,to embrace, 
and renew their olde quarrelles ,and pretences, and 
$0 ſett yp on fovte againe their decayed Conſulate, 
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inrecomp<ce of the good ſeruices heretofore done, 
(which I could wiſhe examined for that they vaunt 
them (clues thereof ) and for the great benefite, that 
may hereafter redounde, to the Gide vnited landes, 
by the ſame, as they would haue the ſaid States be- 
leeue. The true purpoſe, & drift whereof is nothing 
elſe (as I aide) but to eate the Adventurers out of ,,.,____ 
their trade, asthey of .Lntwerpe heeretofore did the peners care 


! . Merchauntes of other Nations, Portingalles, Italians, *>* Mor- 


| chants of 0. 


Dutches, or Germants, & others, whereby they great- ther Nati- 
lie enriched themſelues, their Prince, and Countrie, 93 on: _ 
which finallie turned to the hurt, daunger, and dif- : 
quicting ofall other Princes, and States, as hath ap- 
peared by the doeings, and practiſes of the late King 
Philippe of Spaine, and his Confederates: And to 
ſhewe that this which I haue ſaide, is true, I will by 
the way more perticularhke rippe vp this marter. 

Firſt for the Portingall, we knowe, thatlike a good 
ſimple mai, he failed cuerie yeare full hungerlie(God: 
wotte) about three partes of the Earth almoſte for 
fſpyces, and when he had brought them home, the 
greatryche purſes of the 4ntwerpians,ſubicttes of the 


' King of Spaine, engrofſed themallinto their owne 


handes,yea oftentimesgaue money for them before 
hande, making thereofa plain Monopoke : whereby 
they onely gaigned,and all other Nations loft, For 
that the ſpyces, being in few mens handes, were ſold: 
at ſuch rate, asthey liſted, to their own private lucre,,. 
and gaign,and tothe hurt,and damage of all others. 
The 1alians, Engliſhe, and Germane Merchantes, 
wcre 
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were wont to haue a verie profitable,and good trad 
into Icalic with Kerſyes, and other Engluhe, and fo 
rcign Commodities {ſerving that Countrie, butalit 
tle before the troubles of the low Cuntries, the 4nt 
ererptans were growen into that trade, and were be: 
come the greateſt Dcalers that way, and further, tc 
Alexanaria, Cipres,T ripolie in Siria,and other remote 


" Places, ſerving the ſame more then anie other, witt 


inen Cloth, Worſteds, Sayes, Tapeſtrie, and othe! 
Netherlandiſhe Wares, by meancs whereof the ſaic 
Italians, Engliſhe, & Germanes were forced to lcauc 
thattrade, orto doe verie litle. 

The Datch,or Germane Merchantes had the whole 
Trade in their owne handes, of all Commodities 
brought to Antwerpe from other places, that ſerued 
Germanie, buying vp all them ſclues, and caryeing 
them to the Townes,and Martes in their own Coil- 
tric: But in afew yeres the Antwerpians had alſo who. 
lie gott that Trade, and the Germanes in a manner, 
did nothing,for the other in all Martes,and Faires in 
Dutchlande, bare the chicfecſt ſwindge, and ferucd 
the ſame with Commodities of all Landes,and of all 
ſortes, ſo that looke what the Germane vſcd to gett, 
that they gott, cating as it were, the bread out of his 
mouth, 

As for the Ear#erlinges,they had begunne a Staple 
of their commodities at Antwerpe,but in the opinion 
of wy{c-men, if it had longe continued, it would 
haue eaten out cleane, & conſumed theirMerchants 


and Mariners from the ſeas,as they began nota "_ 
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to be Uiminiſhed by thoſe of 4miterdors,and other, - 
burnewvpſtaro Townes in Helland, with their great 
kunibaiotHulkkes,;& other ſhippes: of clic Spaniſh 
tradejatd Merchantes of Spaine, becaule they were 
King ®4lippes ſubicRes, there is not much tobe laid, 
bur yet the Antwerpians had meanes, to gett a good 
flecſe from them too : for the Merchauntes of Ant. 
werpe/becing ofgreatwealth,, were able to, {cl theſe 
comtnodities, whictrbelſt ſerued Spaine, and the 1x. 
dies, atlonge dayes of payement, & by meancs ther. 
of did ſett them at ſuch highe,and deare pryces, that 
when the dayes of payment came, and the Spaniard 
lacked bis returnes, to keepe credite with, hee was 
forced to runne vponthe Exchaunge,or Intereſt,rill 
his provition came in,by which time his gaynes was 
conſumed by vſuric, and many tymes ſome of the 
principall : beſides, they ſolde'the Spaniarde their 
worlt wares, and caried the choyceſt them ſclues in- 
to Spaine, whether they traded mote, theal the Spa- 
niardes in the lande did - For the trade of the Mer- 
chauntes of Fraunce: there hath been often warre 
betwene that Countrie,and the Dukes of Burgwnadze, 
as hach bin aboue partlie touched, by meanes wher- 
ef, 'rhere hath been much colouring of goodes be- 
tweenethe one Princes people, and the other, and 
that ſo ordinarilie, and cunninglie, that the Antwey- 


þiansaboue all the Merchauntes beſides, were as pri- 


vie, expert,and {kilfull in all che Frenche trickes,and 
indirect trades and conveyances, as the Frenchmen 


them (clues, by reaſon whereof, in tyme of peace,the 
1 4-28 French 
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' Frenche Merchauntes were much endamaget,and 
hindred: for the Amtwerpians ſeruced Germanie,Sparne; 
Portingall, Eaitlande, and their neighbours afthe low 
Coſitries,with ſuch things,as the French men them 
{clues vied to (ell, and vent in thoſe places : now lett 
vs looke a white into England,and takea view,what 
the Aniwerpians,and other Netherlanders,prin _ 
lie thoſe of Autwerpe, havie donethere, and you ſhall 
finde that not paſt 86;ycarcsagoe, there were not in 
all Z9zdoy about twelue, or fixteenc lowe Countrie 
Merchantes, and amongſt them; not paſt fower of 
anie credite, orieſtimation. For the. Merchaundile 
which they then broughtint@Englande moſt, were 

ſtone potres, bruſhes, puppetres, and toyes for chik 
dren, briſtles for ſhoemakers,and ſuch other pedlery 
ware of ſmall valew , and ſometimes a litle hihe, and 
three or foure pieces of linen Cloth, but inlefſe then 
the compaſle of fortie. yeares following, there were 
in London, at leaſt one hundred Netherlandiſh Mer- 
chantes,the moſt parte whereof were of Antwerp,and 
thether they brought all kinde of wares, whiche the 
Merchauntes of 11alie, Germanie, Spaine, Franwer,and 
Zeflende (of all whiche Nations there were before 
that tyme diucrſe famous ,and notable riche:Mer- 

chants and Companies) vſed to bring intoEngland 

out of their owne Countries diredtlie, to the great 

damage of the faide ſtraungers, and of the Naturall 

borne Engliſh Merchauntes, whiche Engliſhe.Mer- 

chantes and their trade alfo the ſaide Nethertanders 

{but ſpecially thoſe of #»twepe)as much as inthem 
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Laye;euen then ſought,an ptaRtiſed ro deſtroy, and 


-ouerthrow,and {incehaue been mane yeares about 
it, which in good time was diſcauered,and by the di- 


"ligence,and trauaile of cheMerchantesAduenturers 


principallie, not withouttheir great coſt,and charge 
hath been hetherto withſtood, and prevented, G& {0 
will be ſtill ſo long, as thatrCompanie continueth on 
foot, let the other repine,and mutter at it,as much as 
they liſt, and ſecke to crofle, and hinder the Adven- 
-turers, whereſo@uer they can procure audience with 
their vnſcaſonable Remonſtrances, ſpitefull Decla- 
rations,and harſheComplaintes,to the railing vp,as 
truth as-in them lyerh,of the like ſtirre,and diſagree- 


*mentbetweenether Maieſtie;and the States of the v- 
'nited Nethertandes at this time,as happened in the 


-yeare 1 5 63. vnder-the gouucrnement of the Dut- 
cheſle of Parma, Regent tor the late King Philippe of 
Spaine, at that time in the low Countries : when as 
through the complaint of the Merchantes of _Mt- 
werpe principallie,and of others of the ſaid low Coil- 
tries,againſt the raiſing of theCuftome of Clothe,8& 
of foreignWares brought intoEngland,and ſpecial- 
lie againſt anA&of Parleament made for the ſetting 
of her Maieſties people on worke, by vertue where- 


of foreign wares, as Pinnes,Kniues, Hattes, Girdles, 
Ribbin,and ſuch like, were torbidden to be brought 
in readie wrought, to th'intent, that her Highnes 
ſubietes might be employed in making thereof,the 
faide Dutcheſſe of Parma by proclamation forbadd 
the carying into England of anie kinde of matter,or 
| H 2 


thing, 
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thing, wherewiththe ſaid wares might be made,onfl 
' baniſhed out ofthe low Countries all MHeannfattnre, 
-er handie-worke, as Bayes, &e:made in Englande, 
-Clothe,and Kerfye ontly excepted; which allo ſhee 
aftgrwardes forbad robebraught in vpon payne of 
confiſcation, vnder ſhew, or pretence of infection, 
(for tharthe plague had raigned verie {ote in Londws 
_andother places ofthe Realme that fomuner) but in 
veric tructh the right cauſe was, for that ſhee could 
not hauc her will in the above-mentioned pointes, 
-and tooke that time of mortalitie;and-wante of trade 
in England, to be the readieſt; and fittef} opportu- 
-nitie ro attayne therevnto.. So that finalliethe My- 
Adventurers, aftertheyihiad kept their Clothes, and 
other goods aboorde their ſhippes in the Riner of 
Thames, and Scheld fine monethes together, & might 
' not be permitted to lande them at Axtwerpe, were at 
length forced to deparre with the ſame vato the 
Town of Embden in Eaſtfriſdand,where they obtay- 
ned Priviledges,8& Contraced for a freeCommerce 
with the two yonge Earles Eggard and 1oby, and the. 
Ladie Anne Counteſle of :Okdenburghe their Mother, 
Anno 1 5 6 44 who ;neither feared, nor founde anie 
contagion inthe Engliſhe, and their Commodities, 
and by this meanes brake the violence of the foreſaid 
Dutcheſfes intention, erefting their trade in the a- 
boucſaid Towne, and leauing Artwerpe,and the low 
Countries, wherevpon King Philippe, and his Mini- 
ſters grieving fore, that they could not have their | 


will of her Maicſtic, and her Highncs ſubicRes, =P 
5 _ - that 


Pu 
Fa 
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that chey muſt forgoe ſo profitable a Milche-cowe, 
as the Engliſh trade was vnto the low Countries, an PjoÞihitien 

Edi or Proclamation was ſett forth in the Moneth 1m theta 
of Maye of the aboue-ſaide yeare, Thatno perfon in 87% *7 % 
the ſaidelow Cuntrics,ſhuuld haue,or vſe anytrade *** 
wich the Engliſhe at Embaen, buy anic Cloth,or En- 
gliſhe Woollen commodirie of them, or caric them 
anie wares vpon painc of confiſcation of the fame : 
then the which dealing what could be more inturt- 
ous, or enemy-like intume of ope warres 2 Burt herc- 

n the faide King not onely ſhocr at the 'ftate of En- 
gland, but withall he endammaged other Nations, 

and particularlie thoſe of the Empire, as though no 

{ Countrie-Merchants ought to tradeany where, but 

 in-his Countries, and when, and where, and with 
whom it pleaſed him,thereby to holde all the whole 
trade of Merchandile in hisNetherlandes alone,for- 
bidding vpon paine of lofſe of goodes the Imperiall 

 Merchantes, as well as others, from occupying,buy- 
ing, or (ctling within the limites of the Empire, as 
though he had been Empcrourhim ſclfe, and more 
then Emperour : In which point hee touched verie 
neare the toppe & heigth of the EmperiallCrowne, 

and Dignirie, in that being but Duke of Burgundie, 

andin that reſpeR but a fabjea ofthe Empire, hee 

tooke vpon him peremptorilie,'to commaunde, re- 

{ ftrayne, forbidde,and iniurioultic to breake the old, 

? andaungientfreedomes,and liberties of the Empire 

; treclieyecelded, and fo-longe Religiouflic maintey- 

-; ned and keptas well towardesallthe ſubieRtes,as ra- 

8 H 3 wardcs 


ang... 
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wardes all the friendes,& Allies of the _— 
which Fricndesthe Engliſhe haue been continually 
- not the leaſt, or laſt, as tetching their originall our ol 
the aide holy Empire : Atlength when the King ol 
- Spaine, for all the inſtigation of his Netherlandetrs, 
.and popiſh Minifters, ſawe, that hee could not pre. 
vaile,and wereat aſtand,heand they were glad,and 
fayne to come to a proviſionall agreement, and ra 
accept of ſuch Priviledges, and liberties, as the ſaide 
Netherlanders enioyed in England in the laſt yeare 
of Queene cMariesraigne : whiche was the yeare 0! 
our Lord r 5'5 $.andto call inall thoſe forefaid Plac- 
cates, Edictes, and Prohibitions made againſt the 
Engliſhe, and bringing in of Engliſhe wares. - 
And although in the yeare following, and the yere 
156 6.adiete was heldeat Briazes, for the taking vp, 
and compounding of all variances, difficulties, grie- 
vances by certaine Embaſladoures ſent from both 
Princes, yet nothing was concluded, the Cuſtomes 
about the which the firſt, and moſte queſtion grew, 
were for all the Netherlandiſhe Merchantes wrang. 
ling, and importunitie continued, as having been c- 
rected in Queene ©Haries dayes (King Philippe theit 
naturall Prince beirig maried to her) andthe former 
agreement made in theyeare'1 5 64. berweene the 
Queenes Counfell,and Don' Gaſman de Silva, Em- 
.baſſadoutr tor the aboveſaid King, ftoode, and fo re- 
mayned in; force till the yeare+1 56 8.*wher as-the 
Duke of Alat in the low Countries, and Kinge Phi- 
lippe throoghout Spain cauſed the perſons,& govds 
of 
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of the EngliſhMerchantes,to be arreſted,and ſtayed, - 


| ypon this occaſiog; jt ppened lg the abouc-faide 
Hp 


yeare 1 5 68. thata greatſhippe of Biſcaie, and foure 
Pinaſſes whichthe Spaniaxds call, 4/{abres, were cha- 
ſed by certaineemen, of warre beloging tothe Prince 
of Conde into the hauTof Phmmouth : 1n which great 


1 ſhippe were the valew of two. hundred thouſand pi- 
1 ſtalettes, which moniethe Spaniſhe Embaſſadour at 
! thattime in England, Don Grraldo Deſpes, required ro 
ſt yeare | haucdeliuercd ynto him, as belonging to the Kinge 
Jearcof | his Maiſter, with conſent to conveigh the ſame to 


Ts | ted him, but while he attended order from the faide 


Antwerpe vnto the Duke of Ala, which was graun- 


Duke; about the ſaute {ending of the ſaid monie,her 


heyere Maieſtie came to the knowledge, that it did not be- 
ing vp, longeto the King of Spaine, but vnto certaine Mer- 


chauntes of Genua, & that the Duke of Alua,needing , 


! rather,that it ſhould remain in the Queenes handes:. 


wrans. * wherevpon her Maicſtie cauſed all the monie to bee 
hem A 3 landed, ſaying that ſhee would borow it of the Itali- 
ans, with their good will,and liking, and ſopreſeruc 


| 77% Y The Duke 
2 forceout of the Hauen, where itlaye. The Duke as 


! ſooneas he had knowledge heereof, ſuddenlie com- 


maunded all the Merchauntes Adventurers to be ar- 
reſted at Antwerpe;and cauſed themto be keprate in, 
the Engliſhe houſe, witha companie of Dutch ſoul. 
dicrs : he commaunded allo the ſhippes and goodes 
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ofall the Engliſhe Merchantes,as well at Antwipe;a 
el{ewhere,to be attached and inventatiſed; which h 
aft:rwardes ſolde t6 Ferwand# Frias, a Spaniard, and 
others, to the vſe of the King of Spzine. When he 
Maicſtie vndetſtood of rhis haſtie;& vnadviſed dea 
ling of the Duke' of 'Alza, ſhee gaue leaue vmo he 
fubic&s for their Indempnitie,to arreſt the Nether 
landers, and their goodes in Englande : By mean: 
of theſe generall arreſtes on both ſides, the ttade © 
. the M.M. AdvCturers ceaſed at Antwerpe, but for the 
fale of the Commoditie of the lande,they preſentlie 
contracted with the Town of Hamberexeh, and there 
helde their Martes onely for a time: The Duke of 
Alas on the other fide,to hinder the Trade,and con- 
ſequentliero hurt the ſtate of Englande,thelaſt daye 
of Marche 1 5 6 9. by ſtraight proclamation forbad 
all dealing with the Engliſhe, either in carying them 
any wares, orbuying of them Engliſhe Commodi- 
tic to bee brought into the lowe Countreis, appoin- 
ting for the more ſeuere execution heereof certaine 
/ ſpyes,or promoters, among the which, as principall, 
was Dodctour Storie,of whoſe ſhamefull,and well de- 
ſerued puniſhemenr,and end, there is yet freſhe me. 
morie : buttheſe differences, and troubles were af- 
terwardes in the yeare 1 57 4. ata Dicte heldeat By. 
ſtowe taken vp, and agreed, and the Entercourſe was 
renewed, and confirmed in ſuch maner, as was con- 
cluded at Bridges in the yeare 66. tothe high honour 
and commendatiso of her Maieſtie, who medled not 
with one penie of the arreſtes goodes, but guy the 
| me 
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the ſame wholy over vnto her ſubjeRtes, in recom. 
pence of rheirlofles in the Jowe Countries, and ho- 
norablic contented the owners of the monie (about 
the which theQueſtion and trouble firſt roſc)tor rhe 
ſame : whereas to the contrarie the King of 'Spaine 
never recompenced his fubieRes for their damages, 
but as is faide,converted all the Engliſh Merchantcs 
goodes which he found in the low Countries, or in 
Spaine,to his owne vſc, without hauing the leaſt c6- 
{1deration of the loſſe of anie man. By the aboue- 
written diſcourſe we may perceiue the {leightes,pra- 
tiſes,and induſtric of the Antwerprans, and Nether. 
landers, to drawe the trade of all Nations into their 


 owne handes, the proud, vnneighbourlie, yea enni- 


milike Edictes, 8& Proſcriptions of the Dutcheſle of 
Parma, vpon the vnreaſonable complaintes, and de: 
maundes of her Merchantes, no doubt egged on by 
the Cardinall Granvelle in hatred of the Religis pro- 
feffed in England: the raſheand vnadviſed arreſtes, 
and detayning of the perſons, and goodes ofthe M. 
M. Adventurers, and others in the Jowe Countries, 
and Spaine by the King,and the Duke of Flue: the 
Heroicall courage, wiſedome, and equitie of our gra- 
cious Queene in defence,and relicte of her ſubiectes 
wronged, and ſpoiled in barbarous ſorte, contrarie 
to reaſon, and - 78 the Entercours, and Treaties 


ſworne,and eſtabliſhed betweene both theNations, 


and the Princes thereof : And laſtlic, the great care, 
and travaile ofthe M.M. Aduenturers in middeſt of 


all theſe troubles, & their excecding great loſles,and 
I hinde- | 
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hinderancesto ſceke, and procure a place, Firfte a1 
Embden, then at Hamborough, tor vent of the Com, 
moditic ofthe. Realm,and maintenance of the trade, 
whereby ſo manie liue,the ouerthrowe, and deſtru. 
ion whereof, hath þcen the principall marke, and 
urpoſe of all thagbpuc-menuoned Complaintes, 
Edies, Proſcriptiqus; and Artcſtes;and isnowe at 
| this day of all the violent machinations, & workings 
bl 4 of the King of Spainc,and his Miniſters, and fauqu- 
117 rers, (towhich partic the Harſes adioigne them. el: 
4148 : yes with-mightand mayn)thinking thereby,to ſtirre 
| ' *  vpfomenotablecommoetion,trouble,ot diforderin 
the State of England, and ſothe ſooner to bring to 
paſſe their longe parpgſed bloodic, and treacherous 
praRtiles: againſt the precious life of her Maicſtic, 
( whom the Loxde longe preſcrue amongelt vs) and 
againſt. the true Religion, and Church of Chriſt 
planted in- her Highnes Dominions, and in fteede 
thereof to ſetr ſtraungers ouer vs, and to reeſtabliſhe 
Poperic, and ſo laſtlie, bringe the whole Engliſhe 
: people, and ſubieRes of her Maicſtic, into miſerable 
| ſlauerivofbodie, and Conſcience, vaderan vngod- 
lie and ſuperftitious Nation, from the whiche the 
Almightie God in mercie keepe vs, and ourpoſteri, 
tie; that wee may ſee peace in our daycs, and that 
there may be reſt inthe Church vato the end of the 


worlde; Butto returne to my purpoſe, 
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T ht the better and eveater- went und advancement ' 
of Enzl:ſh Commoaities, and the bringing in of * 
foretene Wares (good cheape) ts procured 
'* by the Companie of Merchants 
Adventareys. 


' 4 
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— } HA: next benefite which arifeth to 
/ the Prince, and State by the mainte. 
[nance of the'Companie of M.M. 
EA a# Adventurers is, Theberter andgrea- 
EEE ter vent, and adyauncement of En- 
> oliſhe Commodities, and the brin- 


ging in good cheape of foreigne Wares , Which to 
- beſo, not onely that which LL 
ath 


{ſed heeretofore, 
officientiie manite- 


in ſomeone Towne of the lowCounrrics,and there 
ſtapling the Wooflen Clothe, Kerſycs, and other 
the commodities: gfthe Realm of England, iti good 


and merchantlike order, and vndergood & prudent 
* Goutternement, dtd itende the Merchatites ſtrayh- 
* gers; whiche ſhould reparre vnto the ſafde Towne, 


(commonlie tearmed the Mart Towne) to buyethe 
ſaide Clothes, Kerſyes,&c. or to ſell, or barter vnto 


the Merchaunt Aduenturer ftch foreigne commo- 
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States, and people, in ſomuch, that ſome great per- 
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dities, as were moſt fitt, and neceffarie for the Realm 
of Englande, by meanes whereof great numbers of 
M ſan nres of Ea#lande,Germanie,Halie,and almoſt 
out of all the. Townes, and. Provinces of the lowe 
Countries reſorted to the Mart Town: and there in 
moſte ample,friendlie, and Merchanilike maner did 
erafficque;and deale with the faide M. M, Aduentu- 
rers, whereby the Engliſh Commodities were kepr, 
and holden in fingulare credite, and eſtimation, and 
allkinde of foreign wares were returned, & brought 
in at reaſonable, and low.prices, not oncly to the 

ood of the common Wealth of Englande in gene- 
rall, and the droge: of the M. M. Adventurers in 
particular, butalloto the great fatisfaRion, content. 
ment, and good liking of all the aboue-ſaide foreign 


ſonages,drawenwith the verie reporte of the ſeemlie 
dealing, cariage, and orders of the Companie of M, 
M. Aduenturers,haue repaired to the Marte Town, 
to beholde, and ſee the ſame. | 
This courfe deriued from common reaſon, and 
prooued by Experience, (the ſureſt Door in the 
choole of Mans life) manie yearcs togeather hathe 
been obſerued,& pounce in he aboucfaid Com- 
wie, as a principall point, and one of the mayne 
[421g an "lewof the ſame ; For firſt, it be 
denied, that to advaunceanie thing, and to make it 
of price, and eſtimation, is tobring it inrequelt : ſe- 
condlic,to bring it in requeſt,is to drawe a concours 
& multitude to delie it: and laſtlic, the beſt meanes; 
tO 
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to drawea Concours and multitude, is to appointe 


a certen place, whether men may commodioutly re- 
forte, whereallo if they may finde, not onely that 


whiche they defire, and haue neede of, but withall 
may vent that, which theirCountrie bringeth forth, 
and hath plentie of, itis a double cauſe, and allure- 
ment to invite them to fuch concourſe,and flocking 
together. From this reafon is the order, and inſtitu- 


tion of the Marte-Towne fo longe, and fo ſeriouſlie 


practiſed, and maintayned by the M. M, Aduentu- 
rers, which to be ſoundlie, & well grounded, I think 
no man will gain-ſaye, next late experience, as well 
at home, as abroade, hath taught vs, that when ano- 
ther courſe was liked of by ſome, and that diverſe of 
the Companie had diſ banded them ſelues,and held 
not the forefaid commendable, and Merchauntlike 
courſe, but erected vnto them ſelues a private, irre- 
ard and (traffinge trade, the commoditic of the 

ealme lay vnventcd, or grew to bee embaſed, and 
loldeat lower prices,then before: for when as about 
fourteene yeares paſt, in the 29*" yeare of her Maic- 


fttes Raigne, the Wooll-growers, Clothicrs, Wea- Complaint 
OTtne Woo 


growers && 


vers,and others living vponCloth- making, wanting 
their accuſtomed commoditie, gaines, and woorke, 
madea grievous complaint thereof, it was thought 
to be the onelic expedient to remedie this fore, to 


-giuc libertic to all her Highnes Subiccts, and others, 


to buyc,and tranſporte Clothe accordinge to the li- 
mitation of the lawes,any grailtes, or Priviledges by 


her Maicſtiesprerogatiue heretofore to the M,M. 


I 3 Ad- 


_—__ ——_ CA II rr GA na gw - Rs 


> EIS AIS Wm Sy <. n 


62 dE TREATISE 


 Aduenturers graunted notwithſtandinge ! yet wet 
| ſawe,thatthe maladie was neuer a whitt the better, 


but rather grew worſe,andworle,in ſomuchthatthe 
poore people in Wiltſhiere , and Glocefterſhrere, livinge 
wholy vpon Clothe making,in great numbers were 
readie togrowe into a mutinie tor this cauſe, to the 
ſingularereioycing of the enemies of her Maieſtie, 
and in particulare of the Harxſes, who delirenothing 


more, then the ouerthrowe of the M.M. Aduentu- 


rers, and their Trade : thereby finallie intendinge to 
dilturbe the peace of the whole Realme . Ar length 
when all men expected nothing elſe, but an abolth- 
ment,and diſſolving of the aboucſaid Companie,as 
the ſole,and onely cauſe of all this griete, the ſetting 
vp of the Steelyarde againe, and the cqualling of all 
the ſubicRes, and others in the Realine, in tranſpor- 
ting, and carying out of Clothe. None of all theſe 
thinges fell out, but to the contrarie,thoſe of the ſaid 
Companie were ſent for, and afterchey had been 
heard, and had made knowen the true caule of the a- 
boucſaid ſoare in deed, they were willed to proceed 
in their Trade, with promiſe of aſſrſtence,and coun- 
tenaunce from my Lordes,and others of the Coun- 
{cill, which affurcdlie their Honors would not hauc 
donne, it that they had ſeene, that the late innovati- 
on, or libertic had brought foorth, or was likelieto 
bring foorth the promiſed effec,or that without the 
ſaide Companie of M. M, Adventurers ſo great a 
quantitie of the Woollen comoditics ofthe Realm, 


could be vented, as in former tymes, when the {aide 
M.M, 
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MM. Adventurers were mainteyncd,andbacked in 
their full Prviledges and Rightes. T4 


63 


'He Marchantes Adventurers were at this time 
encombred with no ſmall difficulties : for that 
| neithcr of their Mart-Townes(Embden & Mid. 
del;orough) were verie ſaute,or fitt for the viteraunce 
of ther Commodities, neither knew they, where to 
finde a place covenient for that purpole : for at Mid. 
deiborough; partlie through the continuall loancs of 
great ſuinmes of monie, vpon the necke oneof ano. 
therrequired at their handes, without warrant or at- 
thoritic from her Maicſtic, and partlie thorough the 
teare of daiiger they were put in by the Earle of Ze 
ceifer,then Gouvernour of the vnited Provinces,the 
Trade was ina manner wholy damped, and diuerſe 
of the principalleſt of the Companie an that place, 
almoſt in flying manner, with-drew themſclues,and. 
their goodes into Holland: At Embaep on the other 
fide, thinges were in'no verie good tearmes, by rea- 
ſon ofthe Duke of Parmaes prevaylinge in the Pro- 
vinces next adioyning, and thar the States (ent their 
men of warre into the Riuer of Embs, whereby the 
trade by lande grew exceeding perillous,and by wa- 
ter troubleſome and chargeable: ſome ao to mend 
the matter,ſticked not to put intomens mindes a ſu(- 
picion of the Count Fedard of Eaifrifelande, as a ſe- 
crete Pentioner,and fauourer of the King of Spair; 
and ſure it is, that his chicke Officer 0cko Freez, then 
Droſlart of Embaen, ſhewed him ſelfby many lignes 


and: 


C4 of TREATISE 
& aQions, very much enclined to the Spanith parte: 
The Hanſes allo in the yeare 15 8 2. atan Aſlemblie 
of the Empire at Ausburghe, by fauour, and aſſiſtence 
ofthe Spaniſh miniſters,and of the Princes,and Pre: 
latcs of the Romiſh Religion (the moſt part wherol 
wereat the devotion of the houſe of As#tritche) had 
vpon their complaintes, and iniurious informations 
obraineda Decree,for thexpelling ofthe Trade,and 
relidence of the M. M. Adventurers out of the Em- 
pire;and otherwiſe by new occaftons of loſſes,ſuſtai- 
ned atſeaby Engliſh men of warre(though nothin 
were done to them contrarie to the law of Nations 
were fore incenſed, not onely againſt the ſaid M.M. 
Adveturers,but allo againſt the I name, 
''N} ſo that there was little or no hope, or likelyhoode to 
1 #98 finde anie friendſhippe, or good entertaynementat 
ſ _ theirhandes. | « 
The Companie all theſe difficulties notwithſtan- 
ding, taking new courage, and moued in dewtie to- 
 wardes her Maieſtie, and their Natiue Countrie, In 
Commil- theyeare 1 5 87. ſent their Commiſſioners Syr Xi. 
to treate chard Saltonſtall, Knight, at that tyme their Gouver-. 
wit the our, & Door Giles Fletcher, a Ciuilian vnto Ham: 
_ jr "af boroneh with foure ſhippes loaden withCloth,to trie 
1 OY Pcuulcges, the mindes of that people, and whether they could 
0B: 11d, procure areſidence in that Towne againe ( whether 
Wl | they were invited by letters of the 19. of Auguit, 
x 5 86. from the Senate,) The Hambureers notwith- 
ſtanding their ſaide letters, by the inſtigation of the 
Duke of Parma, who at this time was wholy inten- 
ULCc 
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tucinamannerto the matters of England, and had 


inckling of a commotion doubted among the com. 
mons there, for wantof worke(the appeaſing or en. 
crealewhereof much depended vpon the M.M.Ad- 
venturers Trade,and therefore ſought by all meanes 
to diſturhe it) held them ſelues very nyce, and coye, 
and hauing daily in their Counſeill DoQor Weſes- 
dorp of Groeninghe, (ent thether by Verdugo, Gouucr- 
nour of We#t _ for the Kinge of Spaine,delay- 
cd, anddallied with the forefaid Commilſhonets, lo 
that after much labour ſpent, nothing in the ende 
was concluded : forthe Hambareers beceing cenified 
by the aboucſaid DoQor WWeſondorp, of the great pre- 
paration in hande, and the invaſion intended by the 
King of Spaine againſt Englande, of the happic ſuc- 
ceſſe whereof,he promiſed and preſumed much,and 
of the which the Hamberghers (it ſhould ſeeme)con- 
ceiued no ſmal hope,vpon euery dayes newes either 
confirmed, or recalled that, which before hand with 
much a doe, had been paſſed, and'agreed vppon be- 
tweene them, and the M.M. Adueturers Commiſſi- 


. oners, exculſing this their light dealing ſometime by 
the vnwillingenes of their Commons, (whoſe con- 


ſentes as they ſaide they could not obteyne) other- 
whiles by want of authoritie fro the reſt of the Han- 


* fe,withoutwhoſepriviticand liking they might not 


N 


71nten=- © 


uuc 
® 


the contrarie in the aboneſaid 


conclude any ſuch thing, and wb cy had written 
etter; in theſe words, 

Ciſultationes reliqna- 
uirendum 
ar bee 


Neque tamen ad has noftras privvatas Ci 
rus Civitatum Confederatarin conſenſum' req 
K 
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 erbitramur:$o that in fine the Commiſſhoners being 
 wearied with theſe delayes,and finding that atStaae, 
a 8 Towne not farre diſtant from Hamborreh,the trade 
ofthe rowa Might be well ſeated, thether they repaired,and pro- 
of Stade, cured a Reſidence, and Priviledges there in rhe mo- 
| neth of Semtember 15 8 7.This Towne of Stade is an 
 auncient free towne of the Empire, in the territorie 
of the Archbiſhoppe of Breme, who as Proteftor of 
the Towne, hath a Tolle there, but no other com- 
maund, It is ſcituate from the riuer of Z/6 about two 
Engliſh miles, out of the which is a Creck called the 
Swinge, which ebbethand floweth vp tothe Towne, 
andis able to caric a ſhippeof four{kore or an hun- 
red tonnes, and maketha ſaufe, and quiet harbour 
for ſhipps in all weathers: The Town ſtandeth vpon 
4 ' the maine land of Germarze, on the hether fide ofthe 
. Elb, adayes iourney from Bremes, three dayes iour- 
nie from Embaen, as manic from = 4 in Heſſen-land, 
, twodayes iournie from Lunenburgh, and from Ham- 
boureh (ix houres : verie ncare, and convenient for 
Weitfalia, Freeſlanae, and the partes thereaboutrs : in 
the winter ſeaſon, and alwayes farre better, & com- 
modiouſer then Hamboros þ fot tranſportinge, and 
ſending of goodes toand fro the aboucſaid rownes, 
and partes of Dutcheland, In this Towne therefore 
lying ſo commodious, and fitt for trade, though old 
and vnfrequented,the Companie at their own great 
. ..- Ccoſtes,andcharges,by their abouefaideCommuſie. 
Priailedge? * 1rs, obtayned Priyiſedges with theallowance, and 
obrayned at ao | Sos. | 
Sade, good lying ofthe Archbiſhoppe, and Chapter of 
as *4 ll 2 Breme: 
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Brew: and therethey found great, and quicke vtte-. 
raunceof their Commodities at good rates,and pri— 
ces, Marchauntesteſorring thether from all partes, 
for in the whole Towne of Stade was not one Mer- 
chaunt before the Companics of M. M, Adveturers. 
coming thether, but thiey lived generallie all the in- 
habitantes thereof vpon tillage, tcedinge of cartcll, 
fwine, and other hnſbandric, the Towne alſo with 
the houſes and buildinges thereof, was almoſt viter= 
lie decayed, and growen ruinous, but in the tenne 
yeares that the Copanie reſided in that Town, there 
was a ſtraunge alterarion, ſo that it grew in deede to 
be another Towne in regard of that it was before, & 
as the eſtate of S7ade mended daily, ſo the Trade en- 
creaſed, till the publication of the Emperours Man 
aate inthe yeare 1 5 97. the ende of which Mandate, 

a blind man may fee to be none orher,therrthrough 
the fides ofthe M.M. Adventurers to hurt, & wound 
the Stare of England, that is by the ſubuerſ16 of that 
Companie,to ftoppe the vent of Engliſh Clothe,by 


the which fo manie Frogs tedd, and fuſtat- 


ned inthe lande, and myſt want; :if the Trade faile, . 
to repoſſeſſe the Hanſes with their olde antiquated, | 
and obſolete Priviledges no way ſufferable by the 
Princeor State, and to gratifie the Capitall Enemics 
of this Realme: And therefore I could wiſhe all the 
well-willers,and loners of the common wealth, and 
ſtate of Englande, and all the good ſubicctes of her - 
Maicſtie, that through Envic, or miſconceipt, they 


ſecke not,or procure the decay, or hinderance of the 
K 2 aboue 
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aboue faide Companic, leaſt ynawares they ioyne 
handes with the common,Enetnie, who ſecketh not 
onelie the ſubyerſiqn ofthe ſajde Companie,butal- 
ſo of this whole Realme, from the which the Lorde 
in mercie preſerue vs. | | 

By that which hath beenaboue ſett downe,I doubt 
nor, butitalreadie in parte appeareth, how.true it is 
by late experienceat home,that theCommoditic of 
the Realme can neuther ſo wel, nor in ſo great quan- 
titic be vented by anic other courſe, as by maintey- 
ning. the M.M. Aduenturers in their Trade,and Pri- 
uiledges : for further proofe whereof, and that fo- 
reigne wares are by this meanes brought into the 
khndeat the more reaſonable rates, let vs ſee what 
hath happened abroad, and conſider the particulare 
docinges of ſome Fellowes, and brethren ofthe ſaid 
Companie. 


Inthe yeare 1 5 84. and a few yeares before,ſome 
of the Companie kad found our, and vicda tradeto- 
the Towne of Nereaberghe, and other partes of Ger- 
manie,contrarie tothe old goodorcers ofthe Com- 
panie, eſpeciallie that, whiche forbiddeth trade out 
ofthe Marte Fownes, ordayned for the keeping in 
credite,and better vent ofEngliſhCommoditie,and 
bringing in offorcign Wares good cheape,8& at rea- 
fonable prices : Sothat where the trade was before 

es inthe Mart Townes betweene Engliſhe, and 
reigne Merchauntes, it was now growen( cfpeci- 
allic inthe Towne of Embden) to bee betweene _ 
| | bg gliſh, 
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[ eliſh,and Engliſh Merchantes: Thoſe whiche vſed 


this Trade,to excuſe their docinges alleadged, that 
they did tranſporte,& carne fromthe Mart Townes 
as great a quantitic of Clothes, Kerlyes, and other 
woollen commodities, and atas good prices, as the 
Merchaunt ſtraunger did; or would. doe, and that 
they brought to the Mart Townes, as much foreign 
Ware, andthat as good, and as good cheape, as the 
ſtraunger Merchauntes could doe, and therefore, if 
the M.M: Adventurers were not of an envious dif- 
polition, they could bee content, that their owne 
Countriemen, and brethren, ſhould: rather gaigne, 


* ghen Straungers. Hcerevnto it was aunſwered: That 


alchough all this were true, and graunted, ( as it was 
not, for that much might be excepted there-againſt) 
yct all men of ſoundrieaſon,& ynder{tanding,might 
caſilic ſee, and percciue, that aCommoditic fought” 
forat the Mart Townes ,.is more eſteemed by the: 
ſecker thereof there, then if it were brought home, 
and offred to him to ſell at his owne doores,and the 
Merchauntes proverbe ts (T hat there is twentie in the 
hanared difference betweene, will you byye ? and you ſell? ); 
And therefore,admitt that theſe Traders to Noren-. 
bergbe; did rranfporte from the Marte- Townes, as: 
manie Clothes, Kerſyes, &c. as the ſtraunge Mer- 
chantes did, or would doe, yet could not the faide 
Clothes, Kerſyes,&c. beare ſuch price, andeftimati- 
on in Norenbereh, and other partes of Germanie, be- 
ing there offered to ſell by Engliſhe , as they would 
doe, if they were to.bee ſolde by ſtraungetrs, or the 

K 3 Natu- 
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Naturalls of the place,for the aboue written reaſon: 
the like might bee ſaid, and vnderſtoode of forcigne 
Wares, that. the ſame. would bee bought, as good 
cheapeatthe leaſt in theMart Townes,as they arc to 
bebougheat the ſtraſigers own doores: beſides it was 
founde,that, as ſome ſortes of filke wares were in a 
reater quantitie, then heeretofore brought by the 
aide N he Traders into England, fo were the 
ſame wares much falfified, and empaired in reſpect 
of their former goodnes,and ſubſtance, fince the be-- 
ginning of the ſaide newe and diſordered trade and. 
dealing: oucrand aboue all thts, who knoweth not 
that the Merchauntes ſtraungers are either ignorant ' 
forthe moſt parte,or haue not ſoperfeRaduice from 
tyme to tyme, as the Engliſh Traders had, how En- 
gliſhe, and foreigne commodities riſe and fall in En- 
 glande? By reaſon whereof ,there is more advantage 
inſclling to the ſaide ſtraungers, and in buyinge of 
them, then in dealing with the Engliſh Norenberge 
traders : for thatthey, or their friendes are week<clic 
inthe Cloth-marketat London, and ſo may,and no 
doubt doe take knowledge, what pryce cuety forte, 
and kinde of Clothe, and Kerlye beareth, and tlien;: 
being throughlie acquainted with the Exchange, do: 
calculate the reckoninge of the orderlie Merchaunt 
Aduenturer, & ſhare him ſuch gayne as liketh them, 
and, when they bring their foreigne Commodities 
tothe Marte Townes, knowing before hande, what: 
is in requeſt in Englande, they either ſell theſamear: 
exccſliue prices, or as they liſt themſelues, —_ ppe: 
þ | them 
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eaſons: 3 theminto Eugland, & often referving the beſt wares 
rcigne |} , to them ſelues, doc barter, and ell the refuſe in the 
good: |} Marte Townes: toconclude, they buye foreign wa- 
-arcto. | resat Norenberghe, and elle where yppon credite, for 
itwas { thecurrencaniwering whereof, (as is well to be pro= 


eina {} ued) they ſelltheirEngliſh Clothes, and Kerſyes, at 


by the {| vic, and baſe pryces, fo ray{ing their gaignes vppon 
-re the foreigne wares, and caſting away the commodities 
eſpect | oftheRealme : andthustheſtraunge Merchauntes 
hebe-. Z are putfrom their accuſtomed trade with the M. M. 
Jeand 1 Adventurersin the Mart-Townes for Engliſh com- 
thnot {Mmadrtie, and the Marchauntes Adventurers from 
10rane” - buying of forcigne wares at the ſtraungers handes, 


efrom. || as muchaslyeth in the ſaide Norenberghe Traders. 


w En- Laſtlie where as it was ſaid by them, that, if the Mer- 
inEn- © chaunts Adventurers were notofan enuyons diſpe- 
antage | ſition, they would bee content, and wiſhethat their 
38e of Country-men, and brethren ſhould rather gaigne 
berge _] thenftraungers: The M. M. Adventurers are herein 
ekdlie | Wwrongfullic charged, for they can be very well con- 
ndno % tent, toſeetheir Countrie men ( much more their 
forte, © Brethren)to thriue, and gaigne, but when as ſuch 
{ttien! paigne (reachingealfo bur-to a fewe) is much more 
ge, do: urtfull tothe common weale of England, &to the 
haunt generall body of the Companic of M. M. Adventu. 
them, rers, then beneficiall to the ſaid few perfons, traders 
ities: to Norenberghe, and other places out of the Marte 
. what: Townes, there is no reafon, but that it ought ro bee 
meat: forbidden,and cutt off: for ſuch privateand vnwon- 


ſhippe: * rcdtradeberweeneEngliſh,and Engliſh in the Mart 
them | - | ; SOWnnls 
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Townes, and ſuch ſtragling by free, and vnfree En- 
liſhe vied in Germanie,and the Townes of the low 
ountries out of the Marr Townes, is ſo vnſeemlie, 
. vamerchantlike, and farre differing from the aun- 
cient, laudable, and right Engliſhe manner of the 
M. M. Adventurers our predeceſſours in former 
tymes ,and is ſo offenſiuc toall foreigne States ,and 
people, as nothing can be more: and hath bene well 
ſeen, and perceiued in the Hambarghers, and Earle 
Edeard of Embden,who where much diſpleaſed with 
the diſordered trade at Norenberehe , and elſewhere : 
faying,that they had giuen the Adventurers leaue to 
trade with all kinde of forcigners in their Citties, but 
hadno meaning , that their Cities ſhould bee vicd 
as through Faires,by trading from thence into other 
partes of the Empire, thereby to hinder the repaire 
of forcigne Merchantes to the (aid Citries: the ſaide 
Earle went further, & compelled ſuch Engliſhmen, 
as traded to Norenberghe, to pay Tolle, riot onely for 
ſuch Clothes, Kerlyes, and Engliſhe wares, as they 
ſhould tranſporte,and cary from Embdey,but alſo for 
ſuch forcign wares, as they brought fro other partes 
vnto Embadey,to the greatpreiudice of the State, and 
ofthe M. M. Adventurers, whoby priuiledge were 
before free of all Tolles, and tons wharſoeuer 
cither inwardes , or outwardes, and ſurely it may be 
reſumed , that the Hanſes derived that their falſe 
{launder of the companic of M. M. Adventurers, in 
charging them with Monopoke, from none other 
hewl be grbunh then fromthis diſordred trade _ 
C- 
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Engliſh within the Marte Townes; and withourthe 
Matte Townes into thePartes of Getmanie, where-, 
by they ſhew an exorbitant, & vnſatiable defire. and 
greedines of gatgne,as not content witha reaſonable 
erade in the Mart Town, but incroaching,as itwere, 
vpon the whole trade of thoſe partes, and of other 
men which cati not chooſe, butbe a great ey-fore,8: 
offence to all forcign, and ſtraunge 'Merchauntes. 
Nowe althotghlT hope by this tyme it ſufficientlie 
appearcth, thatthe gouucrned;8& well ordered trade 
of the M.M. Advenrurers Companie, is farre to bee 
preferred before a diſperſed, ſtraghng, & promiſcu- 
ous trade, fo that it needcth no further proofe,or de- 
monſtration, yet becauſe ſome men holde this to be 
againſt the libertic of the ſubieR,andthinke, thatthe 
Adventurers by their orders reſtraine or limite the 
Clothe Market at home, itſhalbe neceſfarie fortheſe 
mens fatisfaction allo, to Tye ſomething further of 
this'tyarter; Firſt,ir is true that Bonm guo community, 
Copa nd ityere to be wiſhed, thax there were e- 
rough eucty map,bur that wil nenct He: farrher- 
trox&he __ piece ofhisfibertiewelthatbeing 
reſtratnedoFalictle; fareth better in thar'eſtite, then 
tfhewerelcftro his owne greedie appetite : forwee 
hane feene oy experience, that many men in, our 
timelcaping from theirſhoppts &retayling,where- ' | 
tn they wete brought vp,and gathered grear wealth, 
and taking vpon them to be Merchauntes, and Dea- 
lers beyond the ſeas, haue infer yeres growe poore, 
, OT 
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or ſo decayed in eſtate, that they might well haue 

wiſhed, that they had neuer left their former trade, 

and vocation, but ſuffered others quictlic to enioye 

their priuiledge , and'diſgeſted the loſle of a little 

ſcrappe of libertic,hurtfull ro them ſclues, and right- 

lic beſtowed vpon others for ſuch ſervices, deſertes, 

and con(iderations,as no other ſubiect neede to en- 

vie them for the ſame, orto be agricucd thereat, cx- 

cept they will challenge the Prince of partialitic, or 

not to haue adew carcofthe SubicR, or ſay that the 
preferrement, or exemption, whiche one man hath 

more, and before another in the common wealth, is 

again(t the libertic of the ſubie,and ſo bringe im an 
iltauoured confufion, or intollerable equalitie, by 

viurping vpon other mens rightes, and patrimonte 

ſo a, obtained, and with their great,and excel. 

five charges, &travaile mainteyned certen hundred 

yeares together,as the freedome,whichthe Compa- 

nicof MM. Adventurers enioycth, hath been. But 

(I pray you) let vs ſee, what would followe, if theſe 

men had that, which they ſo much defire, and con- 

\tende for, flclie nothing elſe, then that, whiche he. 

therts we haue ſcene to haue fallen out : neither can 

there anie better ende come thereof,then heretofore 

of the like. For example :. The Engliſhe hadat the 

Narut.in Liefland, a profitable Trade, and good ſales 

The pedlar- fortheir Countriecommoditic a good while toge- 
bkedealing ther, till at length in the yeare 156 5.4 number of 
lic frag (tragling Merchauntes, reſorting thether out of this 
Xe a the Realmthetrade was viterlic ſpoiled, in fo much that 
many 


—— 
—_—— tt _—_ 


- _ _— - - -_ z Pn = 
—_—— = — — _ o n=: 
= —_—— — EC ", =_ c—_——_ —-— ——— 
_ = _ T 
P_ —— - - --- — = -— — - 
mmorpg mma nem on ernene nee —_—_ o—_— —_ "4 In.” þ.4  .< — A - 2 —_ _- 
; j —_ - py 
_ — - _ 
- . a - —_— 
m—_ >——_— — >——_— - 
_— 
_ _— —_ *- yu 


= 
OE CE En yn > on" ne en - — 
- Py " —— — — 
. 


ell have | 


TT trade, 
 enioye 
a little 
dright- 
ſelertes, 
Ee tO en- 
cat, CX- 
litic, or 
that the 
an hath 
ealth, is 
2em an 
tie, by 
1monie 
| excel. 
undred 
,OMmpa- 
n. But 
if theſe 
d cone 
che he. 
cr can 


tofore E 


at the 
d ſales 
 tOge- 


of this 
h that 
many 


« ta 
[7 
ber S 
» 
"© 


i 
S7 . 
x 


OF COMMERCE, 7F 
many of them went about the Towne with Clothe 
vpon their armes, and meaſures in their handes, and 
ſolde the ſame by the Ar/ime,a meaſure of that Coil 
rrie,to the great embaling of that excellent Como- 


ditie, the difcredite of our Nation, and the finall en» 
and vndoing of manie of the ſaid ſtrag- . 


povnr 
ers, which being madeknowen to het Maieſtic,and 


her Highnes right Honourablepriuie Counſel, or- 
der was taken at the next Parleament,that the Town 
of Narveſhould bee comprized within the Charter 
of the Muſcovie Copanie, to prevent the like pedlar- | 
like kinde of dealing euer after, arid the makinge vile 
of the principalleſt commoditie of the Realme. 


"Which one example,among other,may ſerue for ve- 
rification of that, which hetherto hath been ſaide a- 


gainſt the ſtragling, and ſingle Merchantes trade in 
Woollen commoditie, wherein further may be no. 
ted that which by experience is founde true, that in 
the vngouerned ſingletrade, the firſt commer mar- 
reth the caarket for him that commeth after, and at 
his returne making haſte (as his maner is) to prevent 
thoſe which followe, hee ſetteth vp his wares at an 
high price, whiche afterwardes are hardlie pulled 
downetoa lower rate: the which is otherwiſe in the 

ouuerned trade of the Merchauntes Adyenturers : 
or coming together, and atone inſtant to one mar- 
ket,at their Mart Towne,where they are priviledged 
with conditions, and exemptions to their owne l1- 
king, and for the furtherance of the Commerce, ſuf- 


ficient order is taken for the preventinge one of ano- 
4 L 2 ther, 
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her, 2nd keeping in eſtimation- of the commoditie 
of the land without viing ani ſuch indirea dealing 
for this purpoſeas the Hanſes haye fallclic ingot, 
and aSimpudentlic public ied, whereas the (iogle, & 
Nr trader, wanting all the abouecſaide helpes, 
- and meanes, lycth open toJundric wronges, incon- 
Veniences, and grievances, whicke to ſtraungers are 
Ancident,and common in firaunge places,and there- 
by axemadeſubie&tomanie. gxaftions, new tolles, 
and ai ud hs pon for one cauſe 
orangther, and conſe uentlig axe toone empoveri- 


-ſhed, & driven from their trade-by the a Mer- 
chaung,or after they. haue made ne nit Mex- 
chauntesarquaintetl with the trade,are eaten our hy 
them : whichealſo woutd happen to che MM. Ad- 
yemuretrs, if they were not ſo vnited, and held toge- 


ther by their good gouuernement, and by their oe: 
litike, _ Merchavarlike orders... .:- 
Here ic may.bggbiecedgharthemore boyersthae 
arc,the.quickes lales,and higher pryces,and therfore 
if all others, as well as the Merchantes Adventurers, 
Might tranſporte Cloths, the more would be ſolde, 
and the prices ASAT higher ;/Fo this 1 have 
fkcientlie aunfyered before, and prouedthe con- 
— by. wh wrt 21 from the 29 **yeare of 
her Maicſties-Raigne, yr x6 both;:Engliſh,and 
\ſtraungers,thatwould,were by letters patentes dire- 
Red from her Hi Highnesro the Loxde:Treafurer, ena- 
bled tohuyeavd rranſporte Engliſh Clothe,and fot 
She the Charterof I London ſhould go 
c 
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de inthe way,orawhinderaunce heerevnto { by rea- 
ſon that vafree men aretherby reſtrained from buy- 
ingand (clling within the faide Cittie,and that the 
ordinarie markett-place at thactime for Clothe was 


in Blackwellhall) the figne of the George at Weftmm- | 
fter in the Kings-ſtreat was appointed a market place, 


for{uch Clothiers to refortevnto, as would take the 
libertie of the aforefaide Letters patentes,- but what 
followed thereof? I could neuer yet learne;tharone 
wayn load of Clothe was vnladenat the ſaide place; 
neither, that the Stcelyarde Merchauntes, nor ante 
of her Maieſties ſubie&es ſo enabled,as aforeſaid, did 
eucr take benefite by the ſame for fourtie Clothes, 
one man yet liuing onely excepted, who fince( as I 
haue heard)hath often proteſted, that in buying 200 
Clothes, he loſt a good ſumme of his principal), and 
no mervaile, ſeeing thoſe, who had ſerued, and had 
been brought vp in the trade of a Merchant Adven- 
turer manie yeares together, could hardlie make one 
of one, ſuch was the longeſomenes of Returne, and 
the badnes of the tyme at that inſtant, thorough the 
coniunQion of manie difficulties not heere ned 
befides thoſe whiche haue been abone touched. So 
that, not the want of buyers was the' canſe of the 
complaint of want of worke; and trade at that time, 
but rather the aboue- ſaid cauſes . For it is verie well 
knowen,that the Companie of M: M. Adventurers 
is ſufficient,and able enough, and-ouerinany to bu 
vp,and vent all that Cloth, and thoſe ſortes of wool. 
Jen commoditie made, and endraped within the 
L 3 Realm, 
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Realme, wherewith they vualliedeale, and whiche 
are vendihle in the Countries, whether they trade 
d500/Goems beyond the ſeas : for they are not ſofeweas 3 500. 
= +me TG perſons-in number enhabiting London, and ſundrie 
of, M.Ad Citties,8& partes of the Realm,cſpecially the townes 
venture thatlyeconvenientlic for the ſea, of whiche a verie 
: reat manie vie not the trade, for that it ſufiſeth noe 
orall,but are c6ſtrayned to get their living by ſome 
other meanes : and to the ende that thoſe, whichare 
- traders may beequally, and indifferentlie cared,and 
ſoried for, and that the wealthie, & richer forte with 
their great purſes may not engroſle the whole com. 
moditie into their owne handes,8 ſo ſome haue all, 
and ſome neuer a whitt, there is aſtint, and reaſona- 
ble proportion allotted, and ſett by an auncient or- 
der and manner, what quantitie either at once,orby 
the yeare euery man may ſhippe out or tranſporte, 
which he is not to goe beyonde, or excced : Which 
whole ſtint, and proportion, if it were ſhipped, or 
tranſported out of the lande, would amounte vnto 
| yearelie the double quantitic of all the Clothe of 
thoſe ſortes made in the Realme, whiche the M. M. 
Adventurers deale in,whereby it is cuident,that this 
ſtinting is nota reſtraint, or limitation of the Cloth- 
markett (as ſome of late haue miſconceiued) but ra- 
ther an ceconomicall, and diſcreete partition, or ap. 
ptoportioning amonge the members, and Brethten 
of theCompanie,of the commodities,and benefites 
of the ſame: ſo that the wealthier ſort are notforgot- 


ten, but withall arc kept from engrofſingethe way 
trade 


uided for,and not fome ſtarned for want, whileſt o- 
thersareſwollet vp4o the eyes with fart, and- plen- 
tie: For it is meriein Hall, where beards wagge all, accon. 
ding to that olde right Engliſhe Proucrbe of our 
Aunceſtours,who full well vnderſtood,what beton- 
ged to good houſe keeping, and practiſed the ſame 
better then intheſe our dayes is vied, the more the 
pittic.. : 


- 
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T hat the Navigation of the Realme is mainteyned 
and advaunced by the Companie of the 
Merchants Adventurers. 


I xc = the ereftion of theCompanie 
of Merchauntes Adventurers, and of 
,otherCompanics trading Ruſiia, EaZt- 
[1 Jande,Spaine, Turkie,&rc. the Navigati- 
7/\\ on ofthe Realme is mervcilouſlie en- 
=== creaſed in number of good fhippinge, 
and of able, and ſkilfull Maifters,and Mariners,in fo 
much, that whereas within theſe threeſkore yeares, 


there were not aboue foure ſhippes, befides thoſe of 


her Maiefties Navie Roial,aboue the burthe of one 
hundred, and twentie tonnes, within the Riuer of 
Thamis, there are now at this daye to be founde per- 
tayning to London.,and other places lying "R: m= 

| al 
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erade,contrarietothe vie, and maner ofa well orde. 
red common wealth, or famulic; wherein all are pro. 
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faide River, agreat numpcrotygay large, and (erut 
ccable Mcrg} hippesAn asyellior the defcnce 
ofthe Realme (it aeed were) as for trafficque, wher- 
of agood parteareſerto workeby the faide Com 
panic of M.M. Aduenturets : the reaſon whereof is, 
that this, and otherCompanies tranſporting at once, 
or at one inſtapy, a, great quantitic of goodes, and 
wares, and.being tomake rcturne, of the ſame in fo+ 
reigne comodiues, doe goc in Fleetes, or with great 
and warlike veſlelles,well furniſhed, and this maner 
of going in flcet to the Marte Towne tendeth to the 
fauferic,and preſeruation ofthe ſhipping,and goods 
of the ſubietes of the Realme , which amount to a 
great valew, and would helpe the enemie, and hurte 
- ourſtate very much, if it ſhuld come into his hands, 
being thereby able to defende them clues fr ſpoile 
and violence, ſo that ſince the troubles began with 
Spaine, not one ſhippe ſett out by the Companie of 
M.M. R enleces hack been taken by the enemie, 
whereas the ſingle Merchaunt gocing where, and 
when heliſteth, and not able to ſett a good ſhippe 
on worke, caſteth how to come ot <a), cheape,and 
cither ſhippeth| in ſtraungers, or provideth him ſelfe 
of {mall veſſdlles, and pinkes to: feruc, his tume- for 
ſmall quantities of wares, and fatt to flic, or runnea- 
-wayc, if he ſhould chaunce to meete with the cne- 
mic,and yet he is many times ſnapped vp,and made 
a pray tothe Dunkerkers, and other ſea rovers, both 
to his owne, and the publike hurt, as we haye often. 
tymes knowen of late yearcs, whereby RPPor, 
that 
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that the Navigationof che Reakne is mainteyned, 
advaunced, and encrealed by the vpholdinge ofthe 
Companic of M.M. Adveaturers,and of other later 
Compaaics allo. | $73 14505362359 73,1 
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anextcd by the mainteyning of the Compante 

7 "ho FT 
H « likereaſon is for the increaſinge 
@Q" of her Maicſties Cuſtomes, and In- 
#y _ comes, aSis forthe Navigation : for 
I if the good, and ſerviceable ſhipping 
| RE of this Realm be mainteyned, bette- 
_ red, andincreaſed by the great trade, 
2nd trafhicque of theſaidCompanic,and if that grea- 
ter quantities of Clothe are tranſported, and vetered 
by ha in foreigne partes, then if all were free, and 
ſerr at large, as hath been aboue plainlic, & through- 
lic prooved, it followeth neceſſarilic, rhat their ſaide 
vnited trades more advicgeable, & yeeldeth more 
ample, and certayne profite, and encreaſe to her 
Highnes Cuſtomes, then a ſingle, ſtragling, orlooſe 
trade by anie meancs can doe: The Cuſtome alſo, 
which the ſaid Companiepiycth,commethin year- 
fie, and at certain times in round fummes,and paye- 
mentcs, whereby the turn of the Prince, and State is 
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ſmall helpe,eſpeciallie in tranſportatigp,ordbipping 
outwardes,forthat the moſt parte of theCommodt- 
op which - -1-- pz IEIN oo out 
of the Realme bvvay, ppedin appointed ſhippes 
at Landog, the laide. Compenic rhe there certaine 
overſcers, by whole. ardez, ang. appointment they 
thippethat, which thicy ,and when the goods 
ariue on the other {Og of the ſeas, there arcallo offi- 
pi atend,& take view of thePackes,Fardells, 
qthes paret 5 of commoditic landed, preſen- 
oy catormipg of ſuch, which they findeto hauc 
pped in.other maner then was appointed themto 
ſhippe, or aot to have cntred,& & paidtheir Cuſtome 
and dewtics rghghcns her Maicitic, whoare ſubieR 
x0 great itures a the ſame ; this 
courſe deuiſed, forthe better colleion ofan Im 
finng > leake] by the Companicypon Clothe 4 
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parece erin Are moreready to takerewards, 
andcloſcher ay ovie ic, then the officers of the Cu- 
ſtomes arthe Porte of London-: to faye nothing of 
the gtcat irie of ne wares b aro 
thc Realme by the M.M, Adventurers, che Cuſtom 
whereof is better, and trulier paide, then if the ſtrag- 


ler, or ſtraunger had the importation or payemeht | 


thereof, orot the like quantitie, and if. the Recordes 
wereſearched nd doubt, but itwould ſobefounde: 
For it was not without ſome cauſe, that heeretofore 
we haue feene fo great fraternitie, familiarinie, kinds 
ncs, and inward friendſhippe betweene the Officers 
forher Maieſtics Cuſtomeg,antdbſtraungers,and that 
the {aid Officers aboue alfothers/riowewiſhe theta 
againefdhartilie;8& call (blowd forthem, as though 
now the State” were day ngcroullic ciuided, and vit- 
kindlie at jarre with her auncicnr-alkies,: and beſt fo- 


want 6ftHels deate-Allies; en@ kinde-By 
foorh) 0 tnan is folig, that layethitco heart, 
and them in again: Su is iswelbpres- 

a Sronhe Aldes- 


ched forftockfiſh;ayd Rhenifti 
man oftheSteelyarde;and EXAN# PLoms Meteres 


haue ili cauſe ro/giue them thankes, burnot tr 


ortheStraje: the reafors Thaus iefaciers- 
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Portes, bac- 
byte the M, 
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kelaide in this Diſcourſe, where. 
 vatol the indifferent, and dilcreete Reader, 
| Try AvontrwF termed che: Com- 
armies have ny FATS 
| Co Or wrixten,or 
ketrin-that forte of the ſaid Com nailithce ues 
theie Cuſtomers lay, rhty haue . BI well ſhew- 
edtheir skill in P\P.and that they arc notonly (trail. 
gers to-0urState,and common Wealth, but wichal 
privie vnderm & maligners of the good ther- 
of: andlet while they warne other 
men, be wiſe, and warned them ſelues allo, leaſt by 
their 200 toomuch leaning vaio, and favouringe of 
fuch Straungers, they prooue not inthe ende badd 
 _ Cuſtomersto her ic, and conſequentlic cor- 
_ rape and vnnaturalbmembers of their e and 
, Stare: and withaltlet them-vnderftande,and bewell 
EY atlurcd.thatthe MM. Adventurers both-know,and 
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plaintes at home {to eheir Honourable Lordſhip 
endlcs offence,and trouble artheCounell table "the 
commoditie it ſelf is empaired, abaſed, andin a 
gliſpited, &c.- Surly cither ther aieir inteligenee hath 
decciued theny, or they ſhew the ſelucs:to be caried 
with a maliciousſpirice : for whoknoweth nor, that 
the Frade of the M:M. Adventurcrsis not ina bare 
or idle thew;,but in very deed themoſt 
orderly, & beſt framedtrade that may be? Trucirt is, 
that ſome ſtraungers & others(poſbblyof theſe Cu- 
ftomers, Familiars & Friends)haue by ope, & couert 
-means at home, and abroaqcndevoured, and done 
theirbeſt tobringethe fhide:Frade wo foe notable 
onfuſion,& thoſe ofthe Copanicinto alaberinthe 
to the empairing,andembaling indeedof rhe com- 
modiric ofthe land,bur,thankes be to: God, and our 
alwayes gracious Ladie, and ,they haue not 
end nie aites. neither. fps hope) 
thoughtheſe od Cuftomerstooke _ withthem- 
neuer ſo much: andtherefore they may well holde 
heir Clack, and be content like f& iedes with that, 
,ehich choſe irv higheft authoritic have fo longe 
found good, & decreed ſhalbe ſointhew wiſedoms, 
and'not take like comrollers rocheckthe 
docings,whictreither of ignorance they vnderſtand' 
not the ground, and reafon of,,or through malice or 
ynnaturallaffectiontowardts: more, then: 
their owne Country-men, dbe mifeonceyue, and 
milreporte of : bur, becauſe T haue ofterymade men- 
Gonot the Hanſerinthis diſcourſe, it hall not by the 
Mz way 
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ſ number ,athey ſap: wherof Zabek of theWendiſh, 
of the Saxonc, Dairzct of the Prufle, and 
Cullen (ince it was of late receyued into this 
- confederacic of the W townes(for into theſe ' 
_ or names they arediuided) were,and are 
_ theſe wwnes,;by traſon oftheirſcitun. 
| ro puradiſtintionb veence them, and o- 
ther free townes of the e, were in old time cal 
-led'in Dutch Mex a_ Townes:on the ſea- 


fade, orfor breuities nfeſche. or HHanſeſche fieden, 


(a _ rlanguage H. ,or Hanſe.townes: thee 
| ding fr the (ca trade, 
—_ roars, full of one greatſhippinge 


and had an exceeding great trade, and trafficquein 
all che Eaſt Countric- dcomoditics, to wit, 
Corne,Stockfiſhe, Waxe, Hemp, Steel, Maſtes, Fit- 


| ſvg -boordes,Pitche, Tarre,Soape-athes, &C. 
| ting diverſe ebmay aye places there withall, and 
Wi 


_ nee in _ of neede, by meanes 
wW nh them lucs Privitedges 
and i mn +. to theirgreat ro tc, adyantage, 
and cnryching.& in our time nam tad their houſes, 


or placcs 2 pg in this Realme, at London, in 
Nor- 
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Nuway at Berwber, int BufSia'at Nocogrode, and in the 
low Countticsat PIN 09 remeoued 
from Bridges : each oftheſe Houſes had their.Chief 
or Alderman, 8 Aſhftentes with aSecretarie, Treaz 
{urer, Steward, and other neceffarie officers, bur all 
of them helde correſpondence with the Towne of 
Lubeke, as head of all the Hanſe Townes , Theſe Al: 
dermen, and Afliſtentes had power to excsciſe Mer» 
chaunres lawe,amongthemſclues in their houſe, at 
Zondoncalled the Stcelyard,ſo named by reaſon of the 
ſteel, which they ingreat quantitic broughtthether 
to (ell, and isa veric ge ſpacious houtle, lying 
vponthe Thamis fide, for that they were enioigned 
todwell all inonehonſe. Among other their Privi- 
ledges in Englande, one was, That they might carie 
our, andbring in their Wares, and Merchandiſe for 
anold Cuſtome of one and a quarter vyponthe hun. 
dred, arid thereby were excmpt from: all perſonall, 
or Reall charge, or cqntribution, whiche all other 
Merchauntesareſubic&vnto.,. ſaue that a of . 
neede, they were entoigned to repaire, and helpe to 
keepe _ the arr an called Bt 
gat: Now in:King Bakvardchethirdes came, Woolle 
was.thebeltMerchdndife of this!Land; andthe Cu- 
flomethercofthe thiefeſt income;whichthe Prince 
receyued, as amounting yearchie whe ſumme of 
65. of; 50, thoufind poundes: which was muche in 
thoſe dayes) Andwetcadichavintheyerc 1355-there 
wat graunted by a Patleamentto/King Eqwvarde the 
third, Fiftic ſhillinges vponeachſacke of Woole = 
(6 
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tcd, 50. ſhillinges vpon cach ſacke: This woolle was 
for the moſt vented in the low Countries,and 
there nate 21 endrapcd into Clothebut in pro- 
celſe of tyme che Draperie, and Artc of makinge of 
Clothe was brought into this Realme, and the Hav- 


fs, whobeforetime bought All their Clothe in the 
lowe Countries, aad fo caricd them vpwardes, did 


now buye much Clothe in England, & tranſported 
the ſame c6tinuallie vpon the olde ſmall Cuſtome, 
whichat the firſt was ſert ſo low for the furtherance 


of the new begunne Draperie, and Arte of making 
of Cloth, bucarlength being growen very great, 
and the Wooll trade almoſt iedecayed, it was 
LY found, thatthe Prince, & State loſt exceedinglic, by 
: the paſſing out of Cloth vp6 the ſaid {mall cuſtome, 
and _ io _— dayes, afterher ma- 
ape with Ki tops, in theyeares 5.5 7. and 
his alrtmnteres rn ng: Cloth;Kectſyc, and rd 
Woollen commoditic, beſides forcigne Wares, was 
raiſcd fr6 rg. to 6.ſhillings B.pence the Cloth, 
by Englih 


men, and SOL ſhi and $+ 
ſporting the lame: by mea- 
with- 
in the Land, was broughe tobe equall with the Cu- 
(tome of Woolle, when it was moſtc, 4nd —_— 

id 
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faid Wooll was caricd out ynwrought, and was dra. 

ped in the low Countries: againſt this the Harſes op. 

' poled them ſelues, pretendingetheir priviledges ſo 

long agoe graunted, and by many Kings confirmed 

vnto them,as they ſaide, but for that in the yere 1550 

vnder King Edward the fixth, vpon dew examinati6 

of their pretended Priviledges,there were manie de- 
fees,and faultes found therein, & for that the Hay. 

ſes tor diuerle abuſes, and falſchoodes in colouring, 

and freeing of toreigne goods,orſuch, which oughe 

not to enioye the libertic of the Hanſes, beeing none 

of their vnion, or contederacie, and for other cauſes 

had been by a Decree of the Councell adiudged to 

be fallen from their ſaide Priviledpges, parte whereof 

were preſentlic reſumed, & called in,eſpeciallie that, 

which cocerned the caryingout of woollen Cloth, 

they obtayned no remedie all that Kings dayes, but 
{incethey haue bcen offred great fauour, as by that, 

which followeth, ſhall appeare : But not content 
heerewithall, they made thciroften complaintes to 

the EmperoursMaicſtic,of the wrong done them,in 

ſcazing of their Priviledges in England : Firſt in the 

yeare 156 4.at which tyme the Engliſh Clothe was 
baniſhed out of the lowCountries by the Dutcheſſe 

of Parma,for the cauſes heeretofore expreſſed in this 
Treatiſe,and that the M.M. Adventurers helde their Some ofthe 
Martes at Embdes, and afterwardes in the yeare 1582 jt £20 
atan Aſſemblic of the Empire at Ausburee, charging *$ank the 
the faid M.M. Adveturers, that they had takcn away wand 06-961 
the ſaid Harſes priviledges in Englande, tothe __ 
N at 
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| that they might haue the whole Cloth trade in their 
owne handes,and ſo by their Honopoliſh dealinges, 
make Clothe deareigthe Empire: lcrting allo pryce 
before hand of that, which they ſell,& of that,which 
they will buye,and ſo committing open M onopolte: 
Wherevpon the Emperour wrote vnto the Earle of 
Embaes, commanding him, to baniſh the M.M.Ad. 
venturers out of his Countric, as Monopolithe per. 
ſons, & hurtfull ro the Epmire. The Earlediſcreetlie 
conſidering that her Maieſtic might, & could cafilie 
aunſweare the flaundcrous complaintes of the Han. 
ſes, chargeing her Highnes with wrong done vnto 
them,as ſhee did, by her Letters ſent tothe Emperor 
in Aprill i 5 8 1.by Maiſter George Gr{pin,at that tyme 
Secretarie to the Companie,and that the ſaid M.M. 
Adventurers were now in his Towne of Embden no 
more to beaccompted Horopolians, then they were 
heeretofore in LAntwerpe, and of late at Hambroueh, 
during their Reſidence there tenne yeares together, 
and vpwardes,did not only not pur the ſaid Decree, 
or Commaundement of the Emperor in execution, 
IJ but rooke vpon him by his Oratour at Spreres, to de- 
fende thetrade of the M. M. Adventurers in the Em- 
wy; and to iuſtifie the entertainement of them into 
is Countrie, wherein Doctor Wilhiam Mwullerat that 
time Chauncelourto the ſaid Earle, and ſince Sind;- 
xs of Hambrough,was a chief Councelour,or Ator: 
ſo that the Emperor,for that tyme, was well ſatisfied 
with the Earles docinges,and aun{wer, andthe ſaide 


M. M. Adveturers continued their trade at — 
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eill that by the Duke of Parmaes too neare, and badd 
neighbourhood, and other vrgent cauſes they were - 
forced of neceflitic, &for the better ventofthecom- 
moditic of the Realme, to ſecke a new place, and fi. 
nallie ro agree with the Staders, as is aboue at large 
rehcarſed : howbcit the Harſes heereceaſed nor, but 

erliſted in their former purſuites, and complaintes, 
till the yeare 159 7. at which tyme the faide Harſer 
were much endammaged at ſea by Engliſhmen of 
warre, who by vertue of a proclamation ſett foorth 
by her Maieſtie, tooke manie ſhippes of the Eaſter- 
linges goeing into Spaine with Corne, Ammuniti- 
on, and furniture for ſhipping, all which was made 

ood bootie, and prize, whiche docing cauſed the 
Hanſes to haue the berter audience in their coplaints, 
the ycare beforc by Don Franceſco de Mendoza, Admi- 
rall of Aragone,in the name oftheKing of Spain,and 
the Archduke Albert highlie recommended to the 
Emperour, and earneſtheſollicired vnder pretext of 
withſtanding, and chaſtifing of Pirates & fea Rob. 
bers: to thelbiatding of this bufines holpe not 2 
licle, that in May, and Tune 1 5 97:, Florence Earle of 
Barlamont, Door George Weitendorpe, and' lohn van' 
Nickerihen,Coynl[cllors, wereſent vnto the Kinge of 
Denmarke, andto the Hanſe Townes, and namelie to 
the Towne of Lubecke, on the behalfe of the King of 
Spaine, and the Archduke Mlbert : theſe Embaſſa- 
dours, comming tothe ſaidTowne of Lebecke,did in 
writing declare the aunctent friendſhippebetweene 


the houſe of Burgidbe,and the Hanſe Townes,& how 
| Nz * much 
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much the ſaid King had advaunced, and recomme. 
ded their cauſe vnto the Emperour, touchingerheir 
Priviledges in Englande, by the meanes of his Em- 
baſſadour Don Guillame de S* Clement reſident at Pra- 
ghe : They alſo complained, that the Hanſe Townes 
vied ſo ample trade with the Kings Rebelles (as they 
tecarmed them) in the low Caitries,by meanes wher- 
of they, and the Queene of England were the more 
emboldened,and (trengthned againſt the faid King, 
wherefore they required, that the Hanſe Townes 
would fora time forbeare all trade whatlocuer with 
the ſaid Rebclles,that thereby they might the ſooner 
be reduced ynder their Kings obedience, but if they 
feared to doethis, by reaſon ofthe league betweene 
England, France,and the States of the vnited Provin- 
ces, then they required, that they would alſo deale, 
and trafhcque with the Kinges truc and loyall ſub- 
ieQtes in the Haucns of Calkce, Cravelinghe, Dunkerck, 
Nieuport,Sluyſe,and Antwerpe, as well as they did with 
the Hellanders, otherwile their trade might bee well 
accompted for Partialitic, rather then Newrralitie, 
promilinge further, thatthe ſaide Harfes ſhould dif 
charge their goodes, buye, {cll, and make; retwrne in 
the foreſaide Hauens, without any paymentat all of 
Tolle, Impoſt, Licence, or other charge whatſacuet, 
and further ſhould be afſured,and warranted by the 
Archduke Albert,from all dammage, or loſle-; Theſe 
Embaſſadoury allo ſeemed to bee, much grieved for 
the iniurie, which they ſaid the-Queene of-Enghand 
did vnto the Haxſes,in takinge fi them their ſo aun- 
+ cient 
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cient Priviledges, forthe recouerie whereof they of. 
fred all poſſible afſiſtaunce, and to receyue them vn- 
der the Kings proteQion: moreouer,to furniſh them 
with ſhippes, munition, monie, and ſouldiours ar alf 
tymes, as need ſhould require, offring them betides 
fee trade, and trafficque in Spaine,and Portingal,fo 
that they ſeparated, and diſtinguiſhed their ſhippes 
from thoſe of the Kings rebellious ſubies by ſome 
marke,or token, as they ſhould rhinke beſt : Laſtlie, 
they ſhewed, that the Kinge had giuen order to the 
Archduke Albert,to [end a notable Embaſſage to the 
 Emperour,to procure the ſetting foorth of the Mar 
_ dute,or Decree agreed vpon at Auſbureh Anfi, 1582, 
againſt the Monopoliſhe Engliſh trade(as they plea- 
ſed to call it) thereby to eftect the reſtitution of the 
Hanſes Priviledges,and that his diſobedient ſubiets, 
the Queene of Englande, and the King of Navarre, 
as diſturbers of the peace of Chriſtendome, and ſtir- 
rers vp of the Turke, might once bee ſuppreſſed, de- 
ſtroyed, and rewarded accordinge to their deſertes: 
And albeit ſince the troubles of the low Countries, 
the Hanſes have been ſhewed bur ſmall favour, the 
ſaide Embaſſadours requeſted notwithſtanding,that 
they wouldhelpe to further the rrp Ws whiche 
theKinge of Denmarke had promiſed ro fende vnto 
the Queene of Englande, King of Navarre, andthe 
rebeilious States, and to compell them to right, and 
reaſon, which the King of Spain, and the Archduke 
ſhould at all times acknowledge for a ingulare plea- 


ſure. About this time alſothe Kinges of Denmarke, 
'V 3 and 
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and Poloxe, the Emperour, & the Princes of the Em- 
pire ſcnt their Embaſſadours into England,and vnto. 
the States of the yvnited low Cuntries, all which was 
procured,& brought to paſle, by the King of Spain, 
and his Miniſters, to.none otherende, but to make 


the Engliſhe, as Pirates, and Robbers at ſea, and the 
Netherlangers, a RebellSagainſtdir Prince, ha- 
ted, and odious vnto althe world faking vpon them 
alſo the caule ofthe ſaid Hanſes loſt privileges, which 
they pretende to have in England,as by intercepted 
letters was ſufficientlie made knowen, & manitcſted 
rotheQueenes Maieſtic,and the States of the vaited 
low Countrics. 

The King of Polonves Embaſſadour Paule Dlabne, 
had audience of her Maicſtie the fourth of Auguſt 
I 5 97.who inſtraunge and valooked for maner and 
tearmes declared -vnto her Highnes,that the ſublets 
of the Kinge his Maiſter Sigi[ronde the thirde, were 
not onely not gratified with anie new benefitegor fa- 
vourat her Maicſties handes, but to the contrarie 
were depriued.of commodities, & freedomes which 
ber Predeceſſoures had giuen, and confirmed vnto. 
them, and conſequentlie were debarred of all trade, 
and trafhcque in her Kingdome, That likewiſe her. 
Maieſtic had ſet foorth certain Edictes,or Proclama- 
tions by the which, cotraric ro the Law of Nations, 
the Navigation, and trade into Spaine was forbid- 
den,and vnder colour thereof diuerſe ſhippes of the 
ſubieCtes of the ſaide King had been taken art ſea,and 


che goods therein made prize, and confiſcate, "or 
| O 
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of he required reparation, and. reſtitution, and that 
the trade Weſtwardes might remainefrec,and open 
to thoſe of Polone, otherwiſe his Maiſter the Kinge 
ſhould bee forced, to vie ſuch meanes, as thereby 
neighbourlie freedome;,& reſtitution niight bee ob= 
tayned. This was in bricf the effect of the ſaide Em- 
baſſadours ſpeach, whiche with a veric loude voyce 
hee deliuered inthe Latine tongue : Wherevnto it 
pleaſed her Maicftic to make him a ſhort aunſwere, 

and quicke for that tyme, referring him for further 
an{were to certaine of her Highnes Honourable pri- 
vie Counſzill, ro witte, the Lorde Burg#ley, late high 
Treaſurer deceafed; the Lord high Admiral, Sir 1obn 
Forteſcue, and Sir Robert Cectll Secretarie : to whome 
after the ſaid Poliſh Embaſſadour had delivered his 
ſpeach, which hee made before the Queene in wri- 
ring, and excuſed his rough kinde of ſpeaking,ſhew. 
ing that by hisCommiſſon figned,and ſealed by his 
Kingintheaſſemblic of the States of Polone, hee was 
therevnto eniojgned, he receyued the aun{were fol- 
lowing in the name of her Maieſtie, which - 02. pomp 
pertayningto the matter of the Hanſes, and aunſwe- 
ring fullie, and veriepertinentlie the queſtion made 
by them about their old priviledges,L haue thoughe 
mcetto inſert inthis place, 


The ſaid Honorable Perſonages therefore tolde Aungrere 


him, that her Maicſtie,vnderſtanding of his coming 


made on he2 


into Egland, was right glad thereof, as {ent from the behalf vnto 
King her brother, for whom not longe lince ſhe ba the #toriaid 


by 


Embailage, 
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by her Interceſſion obtayned, Firſta trewce, and af- 
terwardcs a peace of the great Turck,when the {aide 
King, and his State were oppreſſed with fore warre, 
which peace he yet enioyeth,to the great good, and 
benehite of his Kingdome, and therefore now expe- 
ed, not onely a remembraunce of the ſaide good 
turnc, but alſo dew thankes for the ſame, for that ne- 
ucr ſince ſhe had receyued any from him: her High- 
nes had giuen him gratious audience, and read the 
King his Maiſters Letters willinglie, wherein ſhce 
ſaw nothing but that which ought to proceed 4 Re. 
ge fratre,ad Reginamſororem frans aj hs ſaid they, 
ou chaunging,as ut ſhould ſeeme, the perſon of an 
Embaſſedobr begana longe f peach, and turned the 
ſamealmoſt into a [ermone, the which notwithſtan- 
ding,her Maicſtic heard with paticnce, ſignifyinge 
- vntoyou onely in a few wordes, beſeeming the Ma- 
icſtic of a Prince, how vnworthily you in your Ora- 
tion had layed the faute of manie thinges vpon her 
Highnes, and with how great equitie in decde ſhce 
hoped,that her Actions would bee well liked of all 
men, & ſo diſmiſſed you, toreceyue further anſwer, 
according to your negotiation of vs her Counſeil. 
lours, who are beſt witnefles of all her docinges al. 
moſt theſe fourtic yeares, as well with the Kings her 
friendes,as with her enemies,although we know no 
Prince in Chriſtendomefor enemic,but the King of 
Spaine onely, whoſe cauſe you verie ſeriouſlie han- 
dled in your ſpeech. Firſt thercfore wee required to 
{cc your Oration in writinge, to the ende, that wee 
might 
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might giue ſuch anſivere therevnto, as were conue- 
nicnt; & for that you have ſhewed vnto vs your co. 
miſſion {caled,and ſigned by the Kinge of Polone (as 
appeared vnto vs) in the aſſemblic of that kingdom, 
whereby we haue plainly perceiued, that you haue 
vttered nothing in your oration, which you had not 
orderto declare, therefore wee can in no wiſe blame 
you for any thinge by you ſaid, although her Maje- 
{tic looked not for any tuch matter. Concerning the 
_ of your complaintes , wee obſcrue themto 
e theſe : Firſt you ſay, that your King percciucth, 
that his ſubieRes haue not onely not recciued any 
new benchte from her Maicſtie,, but are partly de- 
priued of thoſe, which proceeded from her highnes 
progenitors,and were cohirmed vnto them,8: partly 
arcin a maner cxcluded fro all Nauigation,orTrade 
in this Realme : The ſecond point conteineth a gric- 
uous complaint of your Kinges ſubices againſt the 
proclamations ſent ynto them, by the which all trat- 
ficque into Spain is forbidden them , and-conſe- 
quentlicthat their ſhippes haue bene in hoſtile mah-. 
ner taken by the Quecnes men of warre, and the 
ooodes therein made prize, and confiſcated, and fi- 
nally you required in the Kings name reſtitution of 
the faid goodes, or reparation of the damages, and 
inturics/as they terme them) recciued, and that they 
bee not hereafter hindred in the foreſaid traficque 
which by the common law ought to bee free to all 
men, otherwiſe ſuch meanes of neccſhtie muſt bee 
vicd, whereby they may gett ſatisfa&ti6 by the ayde 
Q and 
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and helpe of the faide Kinge : theſe being the chief 
heades, or pointes of your Embaſſage, and of that 
which your K. requircth, her Maieſte hath thought 
good to anfwear therevnto ſincerely, and according 
20 the treuth.of the matter in. this manner: Firſt,that 
your King isnot rightely enformed concerning the 
firſtpoint,in.thatit is ſaid that his ſubicResare partly 
depriued of their priuileges,8 partlic ſhutt out from - 
all tradealmoſte in-this Realme : for where there is 
mention made of his ſubic&es, as ſubicRes of the 
Kinge of Polone, this doubt may ariſe, what kinde 
of people the ſubizttes are, becauſe wn, * ry be vn- 
derſtood either to be ſubicdtes of the Vakedome of 
Pruſcia, or elſe to bee copriled vnder the name of the 

Haznſes, who haue no certaine ſeat, or place whence 

they are : for other then the {ubicctes of the Puke- 

dome of Pruſsia, and the Hanſes , as Merchantes of 
Germanie refiding at Londen, the Queenes Maicſtie 

ncuer vnderſtood, that there were any that pretcn- 

dedany priuiledge of Comerce aboue or betore o- 

ther Merchantes' of all Europe : And whereas they 

complaine as ſubicRtes of the Kinge of Polone, that 
they are depriucd of their priuiledges,and almoſt ex- 

cluded from all Trade in this Kingdome: Firſt con. 

cerninge the right of their privileges, queſtion was - 
made almoſte fiſtic yeares agoe in the time of Kinge 
Eaward the fixth/of-the validitie of their former pri. 
uileges, and then the ſaide Priuileges were rightelie 
iudged void, and forfeited for the manifeſt breach 
of the conditions thereof, and ſince the faide Hanſs 
could 
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could neuer prone, thatthey had iniuric done them 
inthe ſaid reuocation: notwithſtanding all this they 
bad graunted vnto them in their Trade into this 
Realme, and in the payement of their Cuſtomes 
more.ibertie, then any Merchantes of whatſocuer 
nation through all Europe, yea by eſpectall grace, 6 
fzuour they were made equall, and had, as much 
treedome gluen intheir Trade,and in the payement 
of the Cuſtomes of their Merchandiles , as the natu- 
rall borne ſubiectes of this Realm, accordingeto the 
true mcaning and intent of their priuileges trom the 
beginning : and if they haue not accepted of this, | 
which by great fauour was offered vnto them , and 
{ſo haue torborn their Trade in this Realme,the fault 
 Kinthemſclues, neither can itbe rightly ſaide, that 
they are excluded (as it ſhould ſeeme by the Kinges 
wryting that hee is informed) but rather admitted 8c 
retained with the ſame fauour,as the very mere ſub- 
iets,& naturalls ofthe Crown of England are,then 
the which bencfite what canbe greater? Vnlcs,con. 
trary to all humanelawe, the Queene ſhould haue 
more care of them, then of her proper ſubices and 
howe abſurde, yea howe deteſtable this ſhould bee, 
wilbe made manifeſt, if it bee but conſidered, what 
the office of a good Princeis in the rule, and admi- 
niſtration of his kingedome: for if in regarde of his 
Kinglic officea Kinge be compared to the Huſband 
ofan houſe,or to the Paſtour of the people,or(as he 
is ſaid to be in the divine ſcriptures)to a foſter father 


of the people committed vnto him, who except hee 
Q 2 were 
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were ſtarke madde,would call that Prince a good fa. 
ther, or huſbande of the houle , which ſhould haue 
more care of another mans familic then of his own? 
Oragood Paſtour, or Sheepheard, whiche negle- 
&ing his own flocke, ſhould looke betterto another 
mans then his owne 4 or woorthie of the name of a 
Nurſing, or tvcitcr King, which ſhould negle&t his. 
owne children,& nouriſh other mens children with 
his milke 2 And ſo theſe thinges may be well appli- 
ed to the preſent cauſe, andquelſtion in hande, torif 
the Hanſes ſhould haue better conditions, then the 
proper ſubicctes of the Kingdome, it would plainly 
tollowe, that the Prince of this Realme ſhould doe 
his owne naturall ſubices very great iniurie, con- 
trarie to the law of Nature, & mans law, for by this 
meanes his ſubic&ts ſhould become poore, or rather 
deſtitute of all honeſt, and profitable trafticque, and 
Navigation, and the Haſes ſhould growe opulent, 
and poſſeſſe the whole trade of the Realm,as Mono. 
poliſtes of the whole kingdome. And by theſe red- 
| ſons, well waighed , it manifeſtlic appeareth, that 
thoſe,whom the King calleth his ſubiectes,doe moſt 
falſel:e complaine, that they are excluded from law. 
full trade in this Lande, when as freelie they may 
erade,and with the ſame conditions,as her Maieſties 
mecre Eng!ſh ſubic&es may doe, and with farre ber. 
ter then all other Merchauntes, In fo much as that 
thcy are preferred before all the neighbour people 
of this Realme, French,Scottes, Flemtnges, Hollanders,& 


the reſt of the low Countrie Merchantes,and b_ 
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all the people of Dutchelande, the ſaid Hanſes onelie 
excepted. Wherefore her Maicſtic is per{waded, 
that when the King of Polone ſhall vnder(tande theſe 
reaſons, he will change his opinion, the like ſhee ex- 
_ pectethatthe handes of the Senatours of that King- 
dome, it theſe things be aright imparted vnto them: 
For the complaintes of the Hanſesare ſo vniult, and 
vnreaſonable, that it may be doubted, whether the 
accuſtomed torme of iudgment in matters of doubt 
were ob{crued by the aboucſaide Aﬀſembhee in this 
cauſc,or that credite was giuen to the Coplainantes, 
the matter bur ſlightlie examined, or that place was 
giuen to their importunate prayers, and requeſtes : 
For her Maieſtic hath that opinion of the lupreme 
authoritie, and dexteritie of the Senatours of Polone 
in their procecdinges in the Aſſemblics of the ſaide 
Kingdome(which commeth not to the King by en+ 
heriraunce,but by cleion, and conſent of the {aide 
Senatours ) that it ſeemcthabſurd, and not likelieto 
betruc, thar they in their publike aſſemblie would 
decree any thinge againſt the Maieſtie of ſuche a 
Queene, whole like Chriſtendome hath nothad in 
this age,nor aniec other happier in noble Actes, or in 
length of _ ſuperior in Princelic vertues,and 
y@thar the ſame her Maicſtie ſhould be vniuſtlic ac. 
cuſed, and without being heard, blamed, is athinge 
not tobe taken in good parte : for this amonge pri. 
vate men, was alwayes accompted vnreaſonable, 
much more being doneagainſt a Queene of ſo great 
Maicſtie,which hath ſo well deſerued of the King 
O 3 t14S 
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his Kingdome. Forit is apparant, that certam yeares 
paſt,the warre which the Turke had prepared againſt 
che ſaid King,andkingdome, by her Highnes 1nter- 
ccffion,ceaſed, and peace was graunted to the King, 
and his Realme,by the benefite whereof they to this 
daye enioyc quiernes, and peace in that kingdome: 
Thelike good turne theQueene did in the yere 1553 
tothe Kinges Father 1obn King of Sweden, when as 
he, as well by his Embafſadours the Lorde Enicke of 
Wiſſenbronghe his Colin, Andrew Kithe Counſcillour 
and Raſchias his Secxetarie, as allo by letters ſent vn- 
to her Maieſtic, earneſthie entreated her Highnes, to * 
{cendean Embaſſage into Muſcouze, ro make intercel- 
ſion forapeace betwene the laid King, and the Muf- 
coxrte , whiche ſhee without delay willinglie perfor- 
med, and by her perſuaſion drew the MHnſconite to 
make peace with the ſaid King vpon indifferent,and 
reaſonable conditions : Which two excellent bene- 
fires done by her Maieſtic, the one to the Father, the 
othertothefonne, and to their kingdomes are ther- 
fore rehearſed, becauſe that in remembraunce there. 
of, a bctter, & morecourteous courſeof proceeding 
might iuſtlic haue been expected from the King, 8& 
from the Senators of his Kingdom,then by your O- 
ration (it appeareth) was by them determined: Iſo 
much,that if at the beginning of your inſtruQions,ie 
had not beenſett downe, that your commiſſion was 
decreed vpon in the Afſſemblie of the Realme, it 
might hane been ſuſpeRed, that ſome pointes of 
your laide Commuſhon,not to be lyked, were ou $f 
4 #1 poſe 
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poſed by ſome Spaniards, and ſlaunderous Teſvites, 
of whiche Ieſuites ir is ſaid there is a great number 
fpred through manie partes of the Kingdome of Po- 
lone, whoſe malicious raylinges, are often caſt out in 
publike places againſt her Maieſtie, and this Kinge- 
dome, without codigne puniſhment, orany repre- 
henſion at al:and therfore it may be the more likelie 
to be true, that they as ſworne men to the Kinge of 
Spainc, together with the Spaniardes of late enter- 
tayned by the King,and heard in the publikeAſſem- 
blie of the Realme, haue procured this Embaſlage 
with theſe kinde of Commiſſons in fauour of the 
Kinge of Spainc, : 


The ſccond point of your Embaſſage conteyneth 
a requeſt for free Nauigation, or trade into Spaine, 
which we deeme to be ſuch, as the Kinge of Spaine 
him ſelfe hath lately in-ſesious manner recommens. 
ded for him felfe : tor this prohibition was nor ſert 
foorth by-the Queenes Maicſtie before ſhee was of 
necefſitie compelled therevnto: leaſt rhe Kinge of 
Spaine, open enemicto this Realme,ſhould bee fur- 
niſhed with Armes,Shippes,and Ammunition with 
ſuch facilitie, &inſuch great aboundance, as he was 
from the Maritime partes of Germanic, by meanes 
whereofhee might mainteyne longe warre againſt 
this Realme,ſo that if he could not getr theſe aydes, 
and helpes,it is manifeſt that he ſhould bee forced to 
leaue of warre, and offer peace not onely to this 
Rcalme, but allo to others, againſt whom hee _ 

ynu 
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vniuſtlie maketh warre, whereas theteforeiris plain, 


- that this Kinge of Spainc, being an enimie to this 


Realme, is furniſhed, armed, and ſtrengthened ta 
continue vniuſt watre with ſhippes, vituall, and 0- 
ther warlike prouiſions out of certaine Cirtties vnder 
Polone,and other maritime Cittics of Germanic, in 
what forte can her Maicſtic { bcing oppreflcd by the 
Spaniard with vniuſt warre) tollerate or ſuffer that 
ſuch orders,and helpes ſo openly, and fo copioullie 
ſhould be caried to the ſaid King her enemie for the 
cotinuance of the warre againſt her ? And although 
you manie times repeated it, that the ſaid her High- 
nes prohibitions were contrarie to the lawe of Natt- 
ons, itis ſtraunge, that you would alleadge this a* 
eainſt the law of Nature,when as by Nature it ſelfe, 


| 1tis ordained, that eucrieman may defende him ſelf 


\f{.l:b. 19. 
tit.4.de Pus 
bl:canis, 


againſt force,which law not written, but borne with 
vs wc haue not learned, but receyued, and drawen 
from Nature it ſclfe, befides it is prouided by the 
auncient lawes, that it may be lawtull,to forbid, yea 
co lett, and hinder, that no man miniſter armes, vic- 
euall, or any thing clſe, whereby the enimie may be 
holpen to make warre,as by this one, wherewith ma- 
nic other agree,you may perceyue : Cotes ferro ſubs- 
gendo neceſſariam, Hoftibus quoque venundari vt ferrum 
& frumentum & Sales non ſine periculo capitts licet : Nei- 
ther may it heere be omitted,that this prohibition is 
plainlie contayned in diuerſe Articles of the Char. 
ters, giuen to the Hayſes by the Kinges of Englande, 
and firſt in theChartcr of King Edward the fiſt King 


of 
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of Englande,in theſe wordes following : Licebit pre- 
aitly Mercatoribus quo voluerint tam infra regnum, OT p0- 
reftaterns noflram, quam extra mercantias ſnas ducere, ſen 
portari facere, preterquamad terras manifeforum, & ns-: 
$oriorum Hoitium Reeni noftri : the verie ſame clauſe, 
and promile is in expreſſe wordes conteyned in the; 
Chartersof Edward the ſecond, and Hexrie the fixth 
Kinges of England, which exceptions fo oftentimes 
repeated, by ſo manie Kinges, ought to admitt na 
rcalon to the contrarie, eſpeciallic on thoſe mens be- 
halfe, who challenge their right by vertue of the ſaid 
Charters onely : but we ſhould haue had no neede 
to propounde theſe our reaſons vnto you, but that 
wc ſuppoſed you were ignorant howe this queſtion 
of prohibiting ayd to be giuen tothe King of Spain, 
for making warre againſt vs, was handled about two. 
yeares agoe before your King in his Counſlcil,when 
as certaine Merchants,or Marincrs of Danzick, coma 
plained of thcelike prohibitiomand had obtaynedan 
Edict againſt her Maicſties people, which Edi be. 
ing oppugned with many. reaſons by our Embaſla. 
dour Doctor Parkins heere preſent, was abrogated, 
& made void, ſo that there followed no execution 
vpon the ſame, but the Daxzxkers were dilmiſſced: 
which happened in the yeare 1 59s. {a that xo treat 
furtherot this matter, wee ſhould ſeeme to doc that, 
which isalreadie done: yet wee doe not denie,that 
which. is alleagded by ſome on your behalte , that 
theſe prohibitions are hurtfull tro your people, for 
that while the ſame arcin force, they cannot with 
| Þ cheip 
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their profite ſell their Corne, and many other things... 
growing in their country : but for this is an-cakie re-. 
medie, if your people would bringe a great parte of 
the goodes by her Maicſtie prohibited into this. 
Reatme of England, where it ſhould bee lawfull for 
them-to (ell the ſame with all fauour, and with their 
reat gaigne, and carie another part thereok-into the 
ow Countries and Frauncc, or into Italic, fo it bee 
done without fraude, and that the ſame come not 
into the Spaniardes Countrie : and by this mcanes 
they may caric out and tranſporte all their goodes 
faute, tothe greater benefit of the ſubicctes of Polone,, 
then otherwiſe, which mightbee prooued manifeſt. 
lic by diuerſe examples, and preſentlie by this, that 
by carying their commodities into the other Coun. 
tries beſides Spain , they ſhould avoide the arreſting 
of their ſhippes, whiche happeneth. every yeare in 
that Countrey : ſo! that many tymes, to their great 
charge, they are compelled to rigge their ſhippes, &.. 
fitt them for warlike vie, and fo with eminent daun- * 
ger to hazard the loſſe of ſhippes,and men in fightat 
a, as too often.the Denzzchers, & others -haue proo- 
ved: and even this prefent ſommer.,it is knowen.that 
the Comaunders of the Spaniſh Nauic have hunge 
vpand drowned inthe Hauen of Ferole manie Mari. 
ners, Maiſters, and Pilotes of ſhippes pertayninge to- 
the Maritime Cines of the Hanſes,for that they went 
about to deliver them ſelucs, and their ſhippes from 
violent, & conſtrained bondage : For the avoyding 
ofthe like loſe, and dammage, her Maieſtic this laſt 
Te be 4.28 A | yearg 
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yereby publike writing ſet forth in Dutch, French, 
and Latine tongue,declared, and gaue warning,that: 
if there were any ſhippesof toreigneNations by any 
meanes,cither with,or againſt their willes; deteyned: 
1a the Spaniſhe armie by Seca, atthat tyme readie to« 
invade Englande, it ſhould bee lawfull tor them, for 
their ſafetic,to withdrawe them (clues out of the ſaid 
Armie to'0urs, or to departe home quictlic to their 
owne Portes, without any damage to be done vnto- 
them by ker Maicſtics people : and it is cerraine that 
manie ſhippes,as well of Danzzck, as of Hamboroueh, 
were founde deteyned by the Spaniardes amongeſt 
_ theirſhippes, which the Engliſhe men of warre did 
their beſte to ſaue from burninge when they did 
ſett fire onthe Spaniſhe Navie : and ifthe Kinge of 
Polones Counſellours had knowen of this writing, it 
had not been congruent, that without mention of - 
ſuch a benefite done to the Kinges ſubieRes, they 
ſhould proſecute theſe matters in the worker parte : 
neither can we here paſſe ouer in (ilence, that before = 
her Maieſtie did put the foreſaid prohibitions in cx- 
ecution, ſhee many wayes made it knowen, as well 
by publike lerrers,as Wd by Admonition of the Eaſt 
countrie Merchauntes,that ſhee now was of neceſſi- 
tic compelled for the defence of her Realme againſt 
the King of Spaine her open enemie,toforbidde the 
tranſporting of Armes, Vicuall,and other things in- 
to Spaine, wherewith the ſaid King might ſet foorth 
and furniſh his Navies,and Armies,and without the 


which he could not poſkiblic continew the warre 2- 
| P 2 gainſt 
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-painſtthis Realine. Beſides altl this for the iuſtifying 
and defence of the faide her Maicſties prohubitions, 
it manifeſtlic appearcth,that the verie like haue been 
often made by other Kinges, & namely by the King 
of Polone Father lohy: King of Sweden,& by Sigiſmond 
' King of Poloxe, graundfather to the King, thatnowe 
is, who by force tooke much Merchandiſe from her 
 Maieſtics ſubicResfor that they were to bee caricd 
«Imo Huſcouie, which many honeſt Engliſhe Mer- 
 chauntes, hereby brought into pouertie, haue cauſe 
toremember. The like was alſo oftentymes done by | 
the Kings of Sweden to the ſubieds of Dewmarke,who 
would haue traded into uyſconie + And tor confir- 
mation heereot we can thew the authentique com. 
miſſions ofthe ſaid King Sigiſmonde,giuento his Ad- 
- mirall Ozro Marmckes the 25 ® of May 1 5 66. and 0+ 
thers of the 12. ® of Marche 5 6'9.to Amo Genrick, 8: 
'the like to: Hans Necker, Captaines of his, to whom 
-authoritie was giuen vnder the ſaid Kings hand, and 
ſeale, to intercepr,take,ſpoile,8 make hauocke of all 
. thoſe, which by way of Merchandiſe, or otherwiſe, 
| ſhould carie into Muſcowe Powder, Ordinance,Salt- - 
peter; Vidtuall, or anie other kinde of ware tendinge 
- to warlike prouiſton.. There bee alfo letters exrant, 
written in-veric carneſt maner by the faide Kinge $4 
giſmozavno-her Maicſtie, dated ir Marche r5 68, 
wherein by mante argumentes hee ſhewed, that the 
;Trafficque, or Navigation into Swede, & the Narne, 
 forbiddentoall men in generall; was moſt iuſtand 
lwtull, and by that mcanes had prouided, thathis 
; PE WE - 
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« enemies the Muſcourtes ſhould notbe furnifhed;and 
armed not onely with armes, weapons, and ammu- 
nition, but with other greater matters, which might 
help his enimie,&tothatend he writeth,that he had 
ſertawatchin the ſea of men of warre, with com- 
maundement that ifanic maagainſt their will would 
- trade into Maſcouie, they ſhould take,and ſeaze vpon 
- him, & all his goodes : of this prolubition the Coii- 
' fellours of Polone can not bee ipnorant, neither was 


- that wiſe and prouidentKinge heerein to bee repre- | 


- hended : And ifter that theſe reaſons were deliue. 
red ynto the ſaid Embaſſador,he was at ked whether 
anic thing could: be iuſtlie oppoſed againſt them, 
 whervnto he anſwered, that he had none authoritie 
to diſpute of theſe matters, but onely to lay foorth, 
that which he had in commiſſion, and to requirean 
; aunſwere therevnto:: the faide Councellours there- 
: forethoughtit not fitt to.vie any longer. ſpeache.on 
\thatbehalte:But to concludeauonched forafullan- 


- fivere of all that hach been by the ſaide Embaſſadour 


. propounded, that ſeeing it is manifeſt that this deed 
- of her Maieltieis allowable, not onely by the law of 
iNirtureto defende her felfe, butalſoby.theexpreffe 
- Ciutle lawe;and examples of the Kings of Sweden; 

: Polone, eſpeciallie by diuerſe Charters of the Kinges 
- of England, therefore her ſaid Maicſtie could notbe 
Tiehclic accuſedeither of:ininſtice; or Juſtice denied 

- nanieher docinges; foras{ſaide they) ſhee hath al- 
v.wayes profeſfed (taking the ommipotent GOD» the 
-Fearcher ofheartesto tiratienes) it wasSgcuer in ber 
181 .P3 mynde 
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myndetoc6mitany thing againſt the ſacred ruleof 
IJuſtice,ſoſhee wilbe ready to giue carCto anic com- 
PR her own {ubic&,or.ſtraunger, andby 
-her officers. to.doe iuſtice to the ſaid plaintife, accor- 
ding to equitie, and reaſon : the which ſheewill alſo 
pertorme towardes you, if you ſhall recomend anie 
exprelle cauſe af any fubictofthekingdom of Polow. 
Forher Maicſtic is {6 ready,to giuc anſwer t0Piſmas 
of Danzick , who'(as it is laide) followed you trom 
thence, for the proſecutinge of certaine his ſewtes 
for iuſtice;that if, oudid notin ſuch haſte vrge your 
departure, wee het Maicſties Counſelours , bctore 
your departure,ſhould haue authoriie,to heare,and 
- determine his faid ſewtes, according to'reaſon , and 
equitie : And to make an end of this longe , * ta ne- 
ccſlarie aunſwere of ours to your obieRions, for that 
many of the thinges publithed in your Embaſlage, 
-may by imputationbe taken in ill parte againſt the 
honour , and dignitic of her Maieſtic, all which by 
_ ourfaide aunſwere are plainly proued to haue pro- 
ceeded from your Kingcill informed, her Maicſtic 
with good reaſon doeth expect , that when her aun- 
{weres ſhall before the Kinge, andthe Senate of his 
'Realme be compared with the complaintes of the 
Complainers, the faide Senate will prouide, that 
the trueth of her Maicſtes Actions bee no lefſe pu- 
blikelic by ſome means.repaired, and rcſtored,, than 
the contrary hath bene attempted by falſe accuſati- 
ons,and the Kings publike Embaſſage,that ſo it may | 
appeare, that the Kinge haththat regarde OO 
c Sz ruat- 
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ſeruationof muruall freendſhippe, as her Maieſtie 
doth expe from a Prince that is her confederate,8 
brother : this. aunſwere was made by their Honors 
aboucſaidon the 1 z** day of Auguſt 1 5.9 7: at Green- 
witch, with the which the ſaid Poliſhe Embaſſadous 
departed , and heereiry the queſtion betweene the 
Engliſhe, and: the Harſes is fully laide open, and 
aunſwered, and their malice againſt the State of the 
land plainly diſcouered:: fo-that it were more then 
time, that they were reſtored, and ſatisfied intheir 
ynreaſonable prerences , as ſome without dew con» 
fideration vnaduiſedly deſire. About this time, te 
witt, the firſt of Auguſt r5 9 7. the Emperour conti- 
nuallie called vpon by Don Guilklme S. Clement ordi- 
narielegder for the Kinge of Spainat Prage, and ſtir- 
red vpas well by the aboucſaide Embaſlages, as by 
the importunate , & clamorous ſolicitations of the 
Hanſes, permitted a Mandate, or Edidt. to bee publi- 
ſhed,and ſert vpinthe Empire, the tehoure whereof 
enſucth , taken out ofa tranſlation of the faide Man- 
date into the Netherlandiſhe tongue , and printed 
cum Privilegio at Bruſſelles, to the greater-and more 
enormous iniurie, and reproch of herMaieſtie,& her 
Highnes Actions, and of the Companieof M. M. 
Adventurers, as no doubt their meaninge was, that 
were the authours &doers thereof,and confequent- 
Hero make the whole Engliſhnation, and namethe 
more odious, and condempned of all men, thereby 
alſo openlie juſtifying, and making lawfull all the 
vniuſt, and vnlawfullattemptes, and praRtiſes of the 
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Kinge of Spain and his miniſters againſt her ſaide 
Maicſtic, Realme,and people. £ 


The Empe- . Wee Rudelph the ſeconde;, by the grace of God 
rours Man” Elect Romance Emperour, &c. to all and (ingulare 


 dareagaiaft 


eve MM, Princes Eletours,Princes Spirituall,and temporall, 
Aguirre. Prelates, Earlcs, Barons, &c. {ende freend(hippe, fa- 
uour, andall good ;| Heretofpre in the time of our 

right welbeloued Grandfather, and Father the Em» 

perours Ferdinand, and Maximilian (of famous me- 

morie) as alſo'in the time of our Raigne over the 

Empire, the Confederate Dutche Havſe Townes, 

and ſome othes thereby.intereſſed, many yeares to+ 

gether , andarſundry times, and tydesnot onely at 

Falfs n2*- ur Court, butalſoat former meetinges of the Em 
& iuppreſla pire, eſpecially at Auſbourghein the yeare 158 2: and 
yeuiatee  at-Regenſbrowghtin the yeare 1 5 94. laſtpalſt, hauce in 
complayning wile declared andſhewed : That they 

" three hundred yeares agoc,and abouchadobtayncd 

& gotten notable priuileges, immunities, freedoms, 
andexemprtions within the Realm of England, part- 
ly by theeſpeciall grace,and fayour of the Kinges of 
tharLande,and partlic with great ſummes of monig 

for the good, and commoditie of the holy Empire, 

and the members of the ſame, and forthe aduance- 

ment of the generall Trade, and Comerce, which 
priviledges, &c. they haue held,& enjoyed till now, 

not without their great, and notable charge , as ha- 

ving bene graunted, approved, and confirmed by 
fourtecn Kings of Englaade ſycceſliuely,andin the 
4 | eary 
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yeare 1 470. by foreknowledge,” and conſent of the 

States ot the Lande, both (pirituall, and temporall, | 

made of the force , and nature of a perpctuall, and 

urrcuocable contra : wherevpon they helde rheir 

rel1denceand Officers within the cittieof London 1n 

an houle, or counter called (the Durche Guild hall) 

where they vſed to buye Clothe of the ſubiectes of 

the Crown of Englande , and caryed the ſame from 

thence into Dutchelande , by meanes whereot En- 

 gliſhe Clothe was to be bought good cheape through- Nowith- 
out all the ſaid Country of Dutcheland, tro whence nngnry. a 

alſo on the other fide a Trade was driven with all che Lant- 

kinde of wares ſeruing England, to the no ſinall pro- ${3%95 of . 

fitt,and gaigne,as well of vs,as of the ſubicctes of the. ar onetime 

Empire, aud of the Crowne of Englande : Whiche prot ="s- 

notwithſtanding certaine couetous Companies of Clothes foc 

Merchauntes, whereof ſome call them ſelues Mer. Þ*if Tie- 

chauntes Aduenturers, ſeekinge their owne priuate they would 

gaineand Jucre, are ſpronge vp in the ſaide Realme, "ge yrs þ 

who by bad mcancs hauc wrought and pradtiſed, to if the 14an. 


j ſes hadſolde 
the great, & notorious hurtand damage of the fore. 51 "1n*-* 


ſaide Harſes, and haue taken vpon them to bringe in good cheap 
manie vntollerable innovations, contrarie to the a. 2 2*** is 
boue ſaid olde Cuſtomes, Priviledges, 8& perpetuall ' 
contract obtayned, and purchaſed with the great 

coſtes, and charges of the {aide _ : So that it is 

come to paſſe, that the Queene of Englande nowe 
ratgning,will not any longer endure, or cofirme the 

Gaid Hanſes Priuiledges, and perperuall contraR, and 
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nowefinallie the laſt yeare to the further, and more 
intollerable grieuance of the forefaide Harſe townes 
(ſpeciallic tor that they founde it not reaſonable nor 
fitt ro yeeld vnto the ſaide M. M. Adventurers a Re- 
fidence accordingto their defire at Hamborough hath 
wholy forbidden, and cutt off all priviledged trade, 
both within, and without the ſaide Realme of En- 
gland, thereby the better to ſtrengthen the trade of 
the forelaid Adventurers Companie, and to bringe 
their Monopoliſhtrathcque into a. full. courſe, and 
trayne with Engliſh Clothe, & commoditic in ſuch 
forme, and manner, as the Staplers Companie haue 
drawen the trade of Engliſh Wooll into their owne 
handes onely, whiche nowe 1s apparent, in that the 
Hanſes can not enioye their Priutledges, & well pur- 
chaſed trafhcque, whereas on the other ſ1de,the En- 


' -gliſhe Adveniturers Companie encreaſeth in num- 


ber, towittin Dutchelande, firſte at Embder, where 
they were receiued by the Earle of Ea#friſelande that 
then was, and afterwardes in other placcs more, and 
now preſentlicat Stage, within the Archbiſhopricke 
of Bremen, where they haue ſettled the Clothe trade, 
and haue drawen'vnto themſelues onely other com. 
merces, and commodities whiche the Dutche Mer- 
chauntes in former times vied to enioye, and farther 
eo the preiudice of the Hanſe townes, hauc ercted 
an eſpeciall Socictie, Sraple, Colledge, Confedera- 
cie, andalliance, by meanes whereof they haue not 
onely made diuerſe and ſundrie Monopolith prohi- 


bictons, treaties, and accordes hurtfull to the com- 
mon 
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mon wealth of the holy Empire, againſt vs,& againſt 
the Right, and ordinance ot the ſaide Empire, and a- 
ainſt all vie of Merchauntes, but alſo haue raiſed 
Clothe, and other wares accordinge to their owne 
willes, to ſuch a dearenes, © that the pryce thereof is 14,1, c1me 
almoſt as high againe, as it was wont to be when the ie $6) p60 


Hanſes might vſetheir Priviledges, Beſides the ſaide erg fa. 
Engliſhe Adventurers doe nor fell their Clothes af- fours, and 


ter they haue been wett, and put in the water with- ey 


out rerching, or ſtretching, as 1t ought to be by the > make 
policie, conſtitutions,& penale ſtatutes of the Holy Fa2ut: 
Empire : and for that the ſame hath been left *vnpu- the Rows 
niſhed a long tyme,other Merchauntcs, which buye e155: 


Clothe of the laide Adventurers doe take occaſion flockes of 
} Merc ants 


ofthe like badd example: Finallie,through thedrift 7747. 
and dealing of theſe Adventurers, the Dutche Mer. at fuchtime 


chaunt hath the beſt of his trade taken from him, 0- ww roy 


mittinge heere howe that the Queene of Englande mip clothe 
outof Eng- 


< with armed hand hath preſumed, or advancedher [770 057 
: 15 goo 
ſelfe to cauſe the Merchauntes Adventurers ſhippes cheap asthe 


Merchanres 


to be convoycd from Londen to Stade, thorough the Fe rances 
Dutche ſea, and within ours, and the Holy Empires * There ace 


none whoa 


Turiſdition,& commaundement: and befides,hath Jo2e no. 
{ett vp,and publiſhed all kinde of EdiQtes tending to formation 


[ : in this poing 
the hinderaunce, and empeaching of the freedome [nit poi 


of the ſca, and Navigation, togeather with arrcſtes the 1. w. 
Adveturers, 
& Vnto this the Hamburgers gaue occaſion by exaRing a tolle by forcible hande 
tying their men of warre before the Swinge for that purpoſe: Defenſio autem nan 
tantum omni iure eſt permiſſa, ſed etiam pro defenſione rerum -& benorum alium 
aon modo vulnerare ſed & occiderelicet, & is qui illicite exatam gabeilam ſolucre 


ceculat, neque Devima neque homines offcadir, 


| Qa-. which 
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which haue followed vppon the fame, by meanes 

whereof the Hanſe Townes, andother our ſubicctes, 

and the ſubietes of the Holy Empire, are forced to 

forſake, and leaue vnfrequented the forcſaide free 
« Yneo this Navigation throughout the whole © Weſtern ſea, 
fecher Ma- and inthe Er {treame, and partlic in the Eaſterne 
eſties aun” £.2,4nd Cl{where, for which cauſe the foreſaid Hanſe 


ſvear mad” 

to the Yo- Townes, and others thereby intereſſed, haue called 

+ 10g vpon vs, and the Holy Empire, and in.moſt humble 
manner haue prayed, and beſought vs, to haue con- 
{ideration of all thele matters, & to giuc them heere+ 


inayd,andaſliſtance. 


For aſmuch then, as we founde, that theſe com. 
plaintes, and grievances were of very great waighte, 
and importance, and ſceing that by our neighbour. 
lic, and friendlie writing to the Queene of England 
we hauc but {inallyprevatled, and lafilie,for that we 
haue little profited-wicth our Emperial Mandate and 
ordinances. heerctofore ſett foorth, againſt the Re- 
teiners of the faide' M. M. Adventurers, but to the 
comtarie, perceyping that for the defence,and juſtt- 
fying of theſe marrers, all kinde of Diſpurations, ex- 
cuſes,queitions,8& delayes were mooued & brought 
foorth, it ſeemed to vs verienceceſlarie, before all o- 
ther things, for our more aſſurance of the trueth og 
this behalfe, to cauſe adiligent,and perfeR informa- 

«re were Onto be taken,* whether che Engliſh Adventurers 
reaſon the Companie did vic anie trade or Aoropoles contrarie 


M.M.Ad- to qur,and the Holy Empites ordinances, which be- 
YERRLIETS f 1 f 
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mg done, it was founde by the Depoſition of not a werehcard 
fewe credible perſons at Francfort vypon Mayn, inthe vbat they 
Lent Marte 1 5 8 1.and by other information on this poſero rhis 
bechalte raken, that all, that is aboue written, clearely-4cpcluon, 
appeared, and that which is more, that the foreſaide 
Adventurers Colledges were heretofore forbidden, 
and baniſhed out of Darzzck in Prrſsia, as allo out of 
ſome places of the low © Burgundith, & other Cofi- Howe the 
tries : wherevpon having with our ſclues waighed M:M- 46 
the whole marter, according to the importice ther- were bani- 
of, and conſidered, that thele things concerned nor yy 
onelie the Hanſe Townes, but alſoall the ſubieRes, ate Jas 
and Merchauntes of the Holy Empire, the turther Cn. 
prone therin was deferred to a generallAfſem- betore, ana 
ly ofthe Empire, holden at A»ſbrough in the yeare if they bee 
x82: againſt w*®> we cauſed the Acts & Propoſitions pþanited 
concerning the ſame, to be ſent vnto-allthe Princes yer 
Elecours, to the ende,that they might the Ripelier, the practice 
and berter confider vpon the ſame, and afterwardes of the fame 
we laide the matter in deliberation of all the States $panice 
ofthe Holy Empire, whoafter mature Counſcl,and Miners, 
bethinking, gaue vs their advice, and opinions vpon judge... = 
the ſame, praying vs withall, that feeing there was 
no meanes ro obtayneat the forefaid Queene of En- 
glandes handes the full reſtitution of the toreſaide - 
Hanſes priviledges, hereditarie agreement, and con- 1.4 
tract, and that in the meane while the Engliſhe Ad- 
uenturers Companie vied, and went forwarde with 
an hurtfull .Monepotie, againft all right, and'reafon, 


tat we would with publike Edices, forbid the fore. 
Q3 faide 


is 
| 
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ſaide Merchauntes Adventurers their trade by w4- 
eer, and by lande, throughout the Holy Empire,and 
the [uriſdition,and Commaund of the ſame : And 
| further,that we would ſtraightlie charge, and vppon 
great penalues enioigne euery State, whom itanight 
Cconcerne, not to permittthe ſaide M. M. Aduentu- 
rers, or their Conſortes,Conftederated Companies, 
Factours, and ſervauntecs, to haue recourſe, or anic 
commso trafficque in any place within the holy Em: 
- Pire, butrather to expell, detende, and forbidde the 
ſame,vpon paine of our indignation, and lofle of all 
Royalties, Fiefes, Rightes, and Turiſdictions, which 
to the diſobedient on this behalfe might appertaine, ' 
or belonge, either ynder vs, or the Holy Empire. 
And if fo bee, that| contraric to this our Emperiall 
commaundement, the Engliſhe Merchauntes Ad- 
uenturers, or their Fatours, or ſervauntes,ſhouid be 
A1o bolde, as to vie, or dryue anietrade either in buy- 
ing, or ſelling of Engliſhe Clothes, Wooll, or other 
wares what ſocuer, at any place within the holy Em- 
| Pire, that then each Magiſtrat and Ruler within his 
Commaund, or Turiſdidtio ſhould be holden where 
the ſaide bought or ſolde goodes may be found,and 
where ſuch trade is vſed, preſently toſeazevpon,and 
* cankiſcate the ſaide forbidden goodes, as by the con- 
tentes of the adviſe, and determination to vs at that 
tymedeliuered at Auſbarghe on the behalfe of the E- 
leQors, Princes,and States of the holy Empire,more 
at largeappearcth : howbeit wee proceeded not to 
the publication of the ſaid Mandates, but arg + 
as 
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ſtanding that the Deputics of the Hanſe townes car- 
neſtly intiſted,to haue a finall concluſion of this mat- 
ter, wee firſt of all ſought by all gentle meanes, to 
induce, and moue the Queene ot Englande, forthe 
contirmation of good neighbourhood, to giue vs, 
and the Empire, as allo the Hanſe townes content- 
ment in the aboue- written complaintes, and grie- 
uances, without compelling vs for that cauſe to vie 
any ſharper meanes, or remedic: and to that end we 
gone her Ambaſſadour, at that time being at Auf 
roughe, to vnder(tand, through what vrgentand ne- 
ceflary occaſions the foreſaid Mandate was conclu:- 
ded, and rclolued vpon by vs, and the States of the 
holy Empire, and with all to offer that, whenſoeuer 
it ſhould like the Queene of Englande, to ſuffer the 
matter to be brought to a freendly treaty, and com- 
munication,and to that end ſhould appoint her Em- 
baſſadours with full commifhon, that wee then on 
the otherfide would bee willinge, to depute alſo cer- 
tain perſonages of qualitic, and countenaunce, be. 
fore whom borh partics ſhould appeareat ſome con- 
yenicnt place within the Empire, and lay forth their 
dolcances, and gricfes, and ſo growe toa compo. 
fition, and determination in all reaſon, and with a 
true and fairfull hearte and meaninge : Wee alſo 
admoniſhed, and finallie moued the Hanſe Townes 
ro theirgreat coſte, and charges,to ſende a particular 
Legation into Englande ynto the Queene, where af- 
ter they had preſented our letters of Interceſſhon, 


which wee gauc them withthem, a friendlie agree- 
ment, 
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ment,and compoſition was requircd,but they could 
* not effec, or profitcanic thinge on this behalfe, but 
reccyued of the Queene a cleane contrarie aniwear. 
In the meane while the Aducturers, with their Mo- 
nopoliſhe trade, and dealinges cncrealed more, and 
more, and multiplied in the Empirc, and ouer, and 
aboue this,the Engliſhe did vnto the ſubicctes of vs, 
and the holy Empire in the open ſca,great violence, 
and damage: which diſcommoditie beganne, conti- 
nued, and encreaſed whole twelue yearcs longe, to 
witte, from the Aſſemblic at Orgs 2.to the 
Aſſemblic laſt held at Regenſbroughe 9 4. to the pre- 
tudice,and contempt not onely of our Emperiall In- 
terceſ116,but alſo of the writing of the Haxſe townes, 
and of the many wayes ſought for friendlic appoint- 
ment, in ſo much, that the Hanſe Townes, at the laſt 
holden afſcmbly at Regenſbrough,againe complained 
on this behalfe,and we, conſidering the manifeſt ne- 
ccſlitie of the cauſe, layd the ſame a trethe in delibe- 
ration,and conſultation with the EleQours, Princes, 
and States which then appeared, and with the Cod 
{cllours, Ambaſſadours, & Deputies of the Princes: 
which appeared not perſonallic at the ſaid aſſembly: 
And foralmuch, as it was founde, to bee againſt all 
right, and reaſon, that the Harſes ſhould bee ſpoyled 
inthe Realmeof Englande of all their Tuſttittle, he. 
reditarie agreement, and Priuileges gotten, as afore- 
ſaide with their great coſte, and charges, and thaton 
the other ſide.the Marchauntes Adventurers with 
thcir Conventicles, Companie,and trayne, without 

anie 
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2ny © permiſſion of vs as preſently raigning Romane conretue 
Emperour, and ſupreme head of the holy Empire, padre 
yea that which is more, contrary to all former recel- ari"mat 7 
fes,8& Mandates, ſhould de fa&o intrude themſclues, b*ri funr ita 
and goe through with their trade, to the notable: ,,ne 1540 
tofle, and damage of all the States of this Empire, giftrawer 
great, and [mall,and to the bringing in of a dearth in pet 
Clothe,and woolle, and by their Monopoliſhe pra- <cGione c 
Riſes (which according to the conſtitutions of vs, fg 1s 
and the holy Empire deſerue great puniſhement) to  licire ex- 
goeahout to weaken, and overthrow theauncient, 
and honeſt trade of Merchaundiſe yicd amonge the 

taudable Dutche Nation: without making mention 

in this place of the outrage, force,& violence, which 

the foreſaid Engliſh haue committed, with manifold 
robberies,& (poilings at ſea, to the daungerous con- 
ſequence, and preiudice of the Juriſdiation, and ſu. 

207 rv which pertayneth,and belongeth vnto vs, 

andthe holy Empire in the fame : therefore in the 

foreſaide aſſemblic of the Empire, it was with one 

voice, and conſent concluded, and refolued, and of 

vs by the Electors, Princes,and States required, that 

if ſo bee (notwithſtandingeali the great paynes and 

charges hetherto in vaine beſtowed) at ournewe in- 
ſtance,and requiſition, with deduction of all the cir- ' 
ciiſtances thereto neceſfarie,the Queene of England 
would not let the Hanſe Townes enioye their Privi- 
ledges free, certaine;and whole, asheretofore of old 
they had them, and would not allo ſuffer the Com- 
emecrce,and trade open,and vnmoleſted,that then we 
R ſhould 


112 WATREATISE 


ſhould in deed afliſte the Hanſe Townes, as the faith. 
full ſubiectes of vs, and the holy Empire, and ſhould 
cauſe the aboue- mentioned Mandate agreed vppon 
at Auſborough t 5 8 2,to be publiſhed, and put in exe- 
cution againſt the hurtfull Monopoliſhe Companie 
of the M.M.. Adventurers, without any fauour,difſt. 
mulation, or compofition : whiche conſultation in 
ſuch maner by the EleRours, Prince, and States in 

encrall, with 'one conſent propoundcd, at former 
Aſſemblics, and now againe renewed, were accor- 
ding toright and reaſon confirmed,and ratified, and 
conſequentlie the fifth of Julix 5 9 5. wrote vnto the 
forclaide Queene lovinglie,and neighbourly requi- 
ring hera new, andſerting bctore her cycs the fore- 
ſaide reaſons, with manie other motiuecs thereto ſcr- 
uing, that ſhee would cauſe the old, and continuall 
complaintes, together with the oppreſſions, and da- 
mages of the forefaid Hanſe Townes to ceafc,but we 
xeceyued ſuch an anſiwere vnto this our writing,that 
thereby it may ſuffcientlie bee perceyued, that our 
hetherto longe vſed patience is not onely reccyued 
with ſmall thankes, but withall,the faid Queene pre- 
fumeth,to aſſcribe ynto her ſelfe ſome tmicreſt heere- 
in,& to drawe the fame into conſequence,as though 
by our deferring of the publiſhing of the ſaide Man. 
. dates, the intruſion of the foreſaid M. M. Adventu. 
rers wereallowed, orthat,as if it toodeintheliking, 
cholce,wilt, and power of the Queene, to take from 
the foreſaide Hanſe Towhes their dearlie purchaſed 
Lbertics, and hereditarie accorde, and {o well _y 
tat 
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ehatin anic other place then in England(where ſhee 
may be Iudge and partie)that anie treatic be held ons 
this bchalte,and belides requiring,that her ſubices 
according to their owne good likinge, and pleaſure, 
may haunc,liue, & exerciſe their Merchandile with- 
in the Empire ot the Dutche Nation, which for vs, 
and che Empire it falleth altogether greeuous, and 
veric contumelious to difſemble any longer: there. 
fore then, whercas we in regarde ot our Emperiall 
office, and place, cannot any longer delay to put in. 
exccution the foreſaide conſultations, and Decrees 
of the yeares $2. and 94. for the furtherance of the 
common weltare, and for neceſſities fake,eſpeciallic 
ſeeing the Monopolies,and preiudiciall,dangerous, 
and vnlawfull foreſtalling (which as is aboucſaide, 
are vied among the Engliſh AduEturers Companie) 
by teſtimonies, and other credible informations,are 
altogether open, and manitfeſt,and not onely, accor. 
ding tothe common written lawes, but alſo accor- 
dinge to the publiſhed conſtitutions of the Empire, 
are Prbidden vpon great penaltie,and puniſhment, 
to witre, lofſe of goodes, and charttell, and baniſhe- 
mentout of the lande. | 

Therefore is it, that we prohibite, baniſhe out, and 
proſcribe all the forenamed Engliſhe Merchantes,to 
witt, the whole Companicof the M. M. Adventu- 
rers, together with their hurtfull dealings, traffickes, 
and contraQinges out of all the holy Empire, ſo that 
ſuch hurtfull Commerces, and dealinges of the En- 


gliſhes Adventurers, with the conventions, com- 
R 3 pattes, 
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pactes, andallianceson this behalfe made, from this 
time forwarde ſhalbee forbidden and made voide; 
without that any.man by himſelf, orany other ſhall, 
or may hercafter exerciſe, or practife the ſame : or. ' 
dayning therefore, and commanding expreflely by 
our Romiſhe Emperiall power, and authorttie, a& 
cordinge to the reſolution of the EleRours, Princes, 
and States of the Empire agreed vpon,renewed,and 
approucd, that ypon painec of the ban, and proſcrip- 
tion of vs, andthe holy Empire ,alland cucry Mere 
chantes, & dealers in Englithe Clothe (to theCom- 
- panies of M. M, Adventurers any waycs allyed or 
aſfociated) rogether with their Factours , Agentes, 
Atturnyes,and Seruants, that within three monthes 
after the publiſhing, and ſetting foorth of thele pre. 
ſentes, they departe, and remoue without further 
delay , or oppoſition out of the Rule, comand, and 
lande of vs, and ofthe holy Empire, as allo of the E- 
leRours, and common States , and fpccially out of 
the towne of Stade, ſcituate inthe Archbiſhoprick 
of Breme,& out of all other partes, and places, where 
they commonty hate their reſidence and conven» 
ticles, or exerciſe their Trade :| and that from hence 
forwarde they wholy,and entirely abſtaine, and for- 
beare from all recourfe,and Commerces howſocuer 
they may bee called, by ,water,and by lande,openly, 
or privilic, throughout all the whole Empire. And 
further wee giue commandementtoall Princes Ele- 
Rows, Princes, States, and ſubiectes of vs, and the 
holy Empire, vpoa the forteigture of all their Roy. 
. P UCSy 
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alties,Fiefs, and other rights, and dewties abtayned 
of vs,and the holy Empice(which euery one whoſo. 
eucr ſhall dare wiltully to doe here againſt 7a facto 
ſhall forfei&) that they vnto the ſaide Evglithe , Na» 
minge themſelues Mcrchantes Adventurers, their 
Societies, Companies, Factours, and Seruantes, no 
where in the holy Empire,by lande,or by water,doe 
glue, yeald,or permit any open, or ſecrete conveighs 
ance,paſtage, help, or other tauour,but the ſame doe 
altogether lert, and prohibite : And, if fo be that the 
Engliſhe Adventurers, their adherents, factours, or 
ſeruantes boldly ſhall goe forward, or procced, cons 
trary to this our Emperiall Mandate and Comman- 
dement, either in buying,or ſelling of Clothes, and 
Woolte, or with exercil1inge any otherCommerces, 
howſocuer they may bee calted, in any quarter or 
place of the holy Empire, in ſuch caſe, herebyautho- 
ritie and power is giuen, and earncftly is enivigned, 
and required, that all Magiftrates, and Rulers, vnder 
whoſe commande, or Iurifdiction ſuch place imme- 

«diately docth lye, and where ſuch kinde of trade is 
vied, or where ſuch bought, or ſolde goodes may be 

'found,to apprehend the perſons without delay, and 

ro arreſt,and confiſcate the forbidden goodes. Arid 

. furtherit ſhall nor be lawfull for any Magiſtrate, ot 

Rulerinthe Empire, to-giue Convoy,or Sautecon- 

"dui with whatſocucr woordes, meaning,colonr,or 

. chulcs the ſaide Convoyes,or fautecondurdtes,may 

| be conceiued,orfere downeto the Engliſhe Adven- 

turers Companies, Merchanges, or dealers , neither 

el R3 ſhall 
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ſhall they be conducted , or convoyed by any Magi. 
ſrarc,or Superiour in the ſaide Empire: And in cafe 
that the Magiſtrat, or Superior (halbe heercin negli- 
nt, or {lacke, & that we, or our Procurour Fiſcacll 
albe chereof advertiſed, then our will is, that the 
ſaid Fiſcacll ( according to our commaundement to 
him incarneſt maner alrcadic giuen)on this behalfe, 
to advertiſe the Magiſtrate, or Superiour, where the 
ſaid Merchauntes, and Dealers dwell, or relide, and 
admoniſhe the ſame ſuch Engliſhe «ade foorthwith 
out ofhandeto forbid: and if ſo bee the ſaide Magi- 
ſtrate, or Superiour, doe not ſo within the prefixed 
tyme,we will on out Emperiall Courtes parte, or 0- 
therwiſe our foreſaid Fiſchale ſhall haue tull power, 
right,and authoritie to proccede to the execution of 
this our Emperiall Mandate,and by vertuec of his of- 
fice preſentlic to call in queſtion the diſobedient, 
without all fauour, or diſimulation,as the neccſhtie 
of the cauſe ſhall require, without that it ſhalbe law- 
full for the aforeſaid miſdoers to alleadg,or produce 
any exceptions, or declinatorie del ay in any maner 
what ſocuer . And for that itis lawfull, and permit. 
ted to cuery man to giue information againſt the 
Tranſgrefſours, therefore whoſocuer firſte ſhall in- 
forme the Magiſtrate, where offence is made of the 
ſaide offence plainlie and truclie, orin caſe of negli. 
gecc in the ſaid Magiſtrate,our Fiſcale, he ſhall have 
the fourth parte of the offendours goodes, wherein 
alſo he ſhalbe aſſiſted,;& holpen by the forcſaid Ma- 
giſtare,or Superiour,or in default thereof by vs,and 


our 
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our Emperiall Chamber right, & by all other Statcs 
of the Holy Empire: according to this let cuery mi 
take knowledge, how to demeane him ſelte. Giuen 
in our Royall Caſtell at Praghe, the firſte day of the 
moneth of Auguſt Anfii 5 9 7.0t our Romiſh King- 
dome thetwoand twentieth yeare, of Huxgarze the 
25 'Þ, & of Bohemiaallo the 22 *. Subſcribed Ruaviph, 
Paragraphed 1. D.W. Freymonat, ad Mandatum Sacre 
Ceſarean Maieftatis proprium, And ſigned C11. Hanni- 
watt : and the priuie {eale of the Emperonrs Mateſtie 
vr printed vponthe ſame in forme of a Placcars on 

' Edd. 


Theſe are the woordes of the Mandate, which 1 
haue fullie and truelie ſert downe, to the end that it 
may the better appeare, what the cauſes were of the 
ſaid|{Mandate, and what good freends the Hanſes are 
tothe ſtare of England. Cocerning the cauſes, | note 
them to be three in number : Firſt, The taking away of | 
the Eaiterlinges Priviledges m Englande. Secondlie,T he 
doeings of the Engliſh men of warre at the Sea. And third- 
lie, T he cAonopotie fed by the Mexchantes Adventurers. 
To the firſt ewoo-cauſes her Maieſtie at ſundrie times 
hath ſufficientlie anſiveared,andnamely by her Let- 
ters written to the Emperourin the yeares 1585.,and 
haſtlie by the anſweare given to the Poliſh Embafla. 
dour, as aboue at large is fet downe. As forthe Mo. 
nonopoke, wherewith the M. M. Adventurers are 
charged,it is but a meere ſlaunder,and iniurious im- 
pucation,maliciouſlic deuized by the Harſes,to my 

| (ac 


C8emilcion 
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the cyes of the States,& Princes of the Empire with+ 
all,and to drawe them vader colour of complayning: 


on the M.M. Adventurers, as Monopolithe traders, 
coayde, and aſhiſte the ſaide Hapſes, to recouer their 


- Priuiledges againe, and to maintcyne them therein, 


contraricto all reaſon againſt the Engliſh Nation, as 
I doubtnot anone molt plainly,8Uearely to prouc. 


Her Maicſtie beeing informed of the aboucſaide 
Mandate, ſent Maiſter 1ohn Wrothe,& Maiſter Stephers 
Leſiear, with letters to the Emperour, and diuerle of 
the Electours, and Princes of Germante, declaringe 
her Highnes opinion of this proceeding as an vniuſt 
practiſe and docing of the Hanes, and therefore re- 
quired,to haue the ſaid Mandate reuokedzor ſuſpen- 
ded, but becing vncertain, what would follow here- 
vpon, it ſeemed good vnto her Maieſtic in the mean 
tyme, ro direta commiſſion to the Maior,and She- 
riffes of the Cittic of London, in maner following, 


' 7 Z1ZABETH bythe grace of God, Queene of 
Englande, Fraunce, and Ireland, Detendor of 
the faith,&c. To ourrighte truſtic, and wellbe. 


eireteets. louedthe Maior,and Sheriffes of our Citticof Lon- 


the Maio 


Sheriffes of dON,Brecting. Whereas there hath been directed a 


London a- 


gainſt che 


Commaundement,by the name of a Mandate,from 


Haaſes by the Romance Emperor toall Elefors,Prelates,Earles 
, kerMazeſtie 111d all other Officers, and ſubjects of the Empire, 


recyting ſundrie complaintes made to himby the al-. 


lied Townes of the Dutche Harſes in Germanie, of 
|  diucrle 
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divers injuries c6mitted againſt them in our Realm, 
and ltkewiſe vpon complaint made by them againſt 
the Companie of M.M. Adventurers, without hea. 
ringanie aunſweareto bee made to the ſaide Harſe 
Townes in diſproofe of their complaintes, the ſame 
being moſt notorious vniuſt,and not tobe maintey- 
ned by anie trueth, And yetneuertheles by this M3- 
date the Engliſh Merchantes, namely the M.M. Ad- 
venturers are forbidden to vic anic trafhque of Mer- 
chandiſe within the Empire, but are commanded to 
departe from thence vpon great paines, and to for- 
beare openlie, and (ecretlie, from all hauens, & lan- 
ding places, orto vic anie Commerce by water, or 
by lande in the Empire,vpon paine of apprehenfion 
of their perſons,8& confiſcation of their goodes, with 
ſundric other extrecme ſentences pronoſiced againſt 
our ſaid ſubietes : heereupon, + cm) wee haue 
ſent ourletrers expreſſely to the Emperor,and to the 
ElcRors,and other Princes of the Empire, declaring 
our opinion of this proceeding, to be vniuſtlic pro- 
ſecutcd by the faide Harſe Townes , and therefore 
haue required to hauc the ſaid Mandate cither reuo- 
ked, or ſuſpended, yet beeing vncertaine what ſhall 
follow herevpon, wee haue thought it agreeable to 
our honour, in the meane tyme, to commaunde all 
ſuch as are here within our Realme, appertayning to 
the ſaide Harſe Townes,ſcituated in the Empire,and 
eſpeciallicall ſuch, as haue any reſidence in our Cit- 
tic of London, cither in the houſe commonly called 


the Steelyarde, orinany other _- elſwhere, _ 
ore 
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forbeare to vic any maner of Traffique of Merchan«- 
diſc, or to make anic contractes, and iikewiſc to de- 
parte out of our Dominions in like forte, as our 
{ubices are commanded to departe out of the Em-, 
pitc, vpon the like paines, as are conteyned againſt 
our ſubicRes inthe ſaid Mandate. And for thc exe. 
cution of this our Commaundement, wee will, that 
you the Maior of out ſaide Cittie of London, & the 
Sheriffes, ſhall foorthwith repaire to the houſe, cal- 
. led theStcelyarde, ahd callinge before you ſuch, as 
haue charge therof,or doe retide there,to giue them 
knowledge of this our determination 8& command.- 
ment : Chargingthem by the 24th of this moncth, 
being the day that our Merchauntes are to departe 
rom Stage) they doe departe out of this our Realm: 
charging them alſo,that they giue knowledge there- 
.of to ſuch,as bee of any of the Hanſe Townes,belon- 
ging totheEmpire, remayninge within any parte of 
our Realme, tg departe likewiſe by the ſaide day. 
And you the Maior, and the Sheriffes, calling vnto 
you twoo of the Officers of our Cuſtome-houlc, to 
take poſſeſſion of the {aide houſe the ſaid 24. day, to 
xemainein our cuſtodie, vntill we ſhall vaderſtande 
pfanic more fauoumble caurſe taken by rhe Empe+ 
rour, for the reſtitutis of our ſubicRts to their foxmer 
lawfull trade within tho Empire, & this ſhalbe your 
warrant forthe execution of the premiſfles, In wit. 
nes whereof we haue cauſcd theſe our letters to bee 
made patent, witnes our ſclt at We#min#ter: the thir- 
teenth of Ianuaric in the Fourtycth yeare of our 
. v 1-1 * Raigne, 
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Raigne. In this ſtate the matters haue honge eucr 
lince, the M.M. Adventurers ſtillexpcfting a Dicte, 
or general aſſemblie of the Princes, and States of the 
Empire, in hope that by her Maicſties gracious in- 
rervention for them,the aboue ſaid Mandate may be 
either abrogated, or ſuſpended, and they reſtored to 
their former trade, & Priuiledgcs in the Empire , for 
\vithout ſuch an aflcmblicthis can not bee done, (25s 
appeareth plainlic by the anſwear of the Empcrour, 
and Princes vnto tholc letters whiche it pleaſed her 

Highnes to write by the aboueſaidMaiſter 11/-orhe,8: 
M- Lefieur) 8 on the other fide the Harſes ſtill labou.- 

ring,to haucthe aboucſaide Mandate extended and 
retched farther then the contentes thereof will bear, 
to witt, that all Engliſhmen generallic, & all Englitl: 


wares ſhould be baniſhed,and forbidde the Empire: 


for that otherwiſe they ſec, that they looſe their la- 
bour,and coſt, & the Merchantes Adventurers ftinde 
meanes,to continue their trade, & to vent the com- 
modirics of their Countric in Germanie, maugre all 
that their aduerfaries, and ill willers can doe,though 
not in that forte that were conuenient, but becaufc 
you ſhall ſee, what cauſe the Harſes haue to coplaine 
in ſuch clamourous manner, as they doe of iniuries 
donethem in this Realme, I will giue you the view 
ofa Decree of the Right honourable priuie Coun- 
ſell, giuen at Wetminſter,the 24** day of Februariein 
the Ferh yeare of the raigne of King Edward the fixt, 


in theſe wordes following, : 


Vas 


| 
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| Inthemarter touching the Information cxhibi. 
Decree 2- red againſt che Merchantes of the Hawnſe, common. 
anſes in liecalledthe Merchauntes of the Steclyarde, vpon 
the xaign good conſideration, as well of the faid Information, 
Edva:9;he 25 alſo of the aunf\vere of the ſaid Merchaunts of the 
kus Stcelyarde,and of ſuch Recordes, Writinges, Char- 
ters, Treaties, Dcpolitions of witneſles,and other re. 
cordes, and pryotes, as hath been exhibited on both 
P3:itics, it vas founde apparaunt to the Kings Mate. 
itics priuic Countellas followeth. 

Fuſt, it is found, that all liberties, and priuiſedges 
pretended to be graunted to the ſaid Merchantes of 
the Hauſe, be yoid by the lawes of the Realme, for- 
almuch as the ſame Merchauntes of the Harſe, haue 
no ſufficient Corporation to recciuethe ſame: Ir ap- 

areth alſo,that ſuch graunt, and Priviledges,as the 

aid Merchauntes of the Hawnſe doe claime to haue, 
doe not extende to anic perſons,or townes certaine, 
and therefore! vncertaine, what perſons, or whiche 
rownes ſhould enioye the ſaide Priviledges : by rea- 
fon of which vncenaintic,they haue,and doe admitt 
to be free with them whom, & as many, as they liſt, 
to the great preiudice, and hurt of the Kinges Maie- 
ſties Cuſtomes, and yearche hinderance of twentie 
thouſand poundes,or neare thereabouts, beſides the 
common hurt to the whole Realme. It appeareth 
alſo, that if the pretended grauntes were good by 
the Lawes of the Realme,as in deede they bee not, 
yetthe ſame were made vppon condition, thatthey 
ſhould not ayowe, or colour anic forcignes goodes, 
OI 
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'or merchandiſes, which codition the ſaid Merchants 
of the Havſehauc not obſerued, as may appeare by 
office founde remayninge. of recorde inthe Kinges 
Maieſties Excequer, and by other ſufficient prooues 
of the ſame. It appeareth allo, that one hundred yea- 
res,and more, after the pretended priviledges graun- 

ted to them, the forelatde Merchauntes of the Hanfe 

vied to tranſport no Merchandiſe out of this Realm, 

but onely into their owneCuntries,neither to bring 
znto this Realm anie wares, or merchandiſe, but on- 
lie ſuch, as were commodities of their owne Coun» 
tries: where at this preſent they doe not onely con- 
veighe the Merchandiſe of this Realme into the baſe 
countries of Brabant, Flaunders,and other places near 
adioyning,and there ſell che ſame, tothe great dam. 
mage, and ſubverſion of the lJaudable order of the 
Kings Maicſties ſubicRes tradinge thoſe partics for 
Merchandiſe, but alſo doe bringe into this Realme, 
the Merchandiſe, and commoditics of all foreigne 
Countries, contrarie to the true meaninge of the 
grauntes of their Priviledges, declared by the aun- 
cient vfage of the ſame : by meanes whereof the 
Kinges Maieſtic hath notonely loſt much in-hisCu. 

ſomes, but alſo it is contrarie to the condxions.of a 
Recoigniſance,made in the tyme of King Henry the 

felennh. Irappearedallo, thatlike as the Privikedges 
heretofore graunted to the aide Merchauntes of the 
Steelyarde, being at the KH ns, Pp vicd 

werecommodious.and much profttable vnto thera, 

without anic notable, cxceſhiue,or _—_ preiudice 

3 3 
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rothe Royall eſtareof this Realme, fo nowe of [ate 
yeares, by taking of ſuch,and ſo manic as they liſt in- 
rottheir Socierie, and by bringing in the commodt 
tics of all other Cuntries;, as carying out of the com- 
moditics of the Realme into all other places, their 
faid pretenſedPriuiledges are growen fo preiudict- 
all to the King, & his Crowne, as without the great 
hurt-chereot , and of the wholc eſtate of this Realnr, 
She ſamemay not be longe endured. 1" pis 
[tem,in the tyme of King Edward the fourth, the 
faide Mcerchaunres of the Hauyſe torteited their pre- 
tended Priuledges, by meanes of warre berwixt this 
Realme, and them, wherevpon a treatie was made, 
and agreed, that the ſubicRes of this Realme ſhould 
haue like liberties in the lande of Preſſe, and other 
places of the Hawsſe, as they had, and ovght to haue 
vied there, Andthat no Impoſtes,new exactions, or 
other preſtes ſhould be ſert vppon their perſons, or 
goodes otherwiſe, or by other meane, then before 
ren, twenrtie, thirtic, fourtie, fiftic, yea an hundred 
yeares agoc,and aboue had been,or were ſett,which 
hath been, and is daily much broken, and ſpecaallie 
in Dznzick, hotonely by prohibitinge Engliſh men 
freelieto buy,& ſell there, butalſo in leauyingvpon 
thera certaine exactions, and impoſitions, contrarie 
to the ſaid Treatic : And notwithſtandinge, that di- 
uerſe requeſtes haue been made, as well by theKings 
Maieſties Father, as by his Maicſtic, for the pteſent 
cedreſſe of ſuch wronges, as haue beer doneto the 
Engliſh Merchants, contrarie to the ſaid Treatic, yet 
| wo no 


OF. COMMERCE. ITY 


no reformitiatthath hetherto enſewed. Incorifide-- 
ration of whith the premiſles, & ſuch other matters 
as hath appeared in the examination of this matter, 

the Lordes of the Kings Maieſties priuie Counſeill, 

on his Highnes behalt decreed, That the Privileges, 
Liberties; and Franchiſes, claymed by the forcfaide 
Merchauates of the Steclyarde, ſhall from hence 

toorth be,and remayne {eazed,and reſumed into the 

Kinges Maiecſties handes, vntill the fad Merchantes 

of the Steelyarde ſhall declare;and proue better,aud 

more {ufhicient marter for their.claime in thepremiſ- 

ſes, ſaving, and reſeruing vnto the ſaide Merchantes 

of the Steelyardeall ſuch, and like liberties of. com- 

ming into this Realme,and other the Kinges Dom... 
nions, buying, ſclling all, and all manner of trafficke 
andtrade of Merchandiſe inas large, and ample ma- 

ner, as any other Merchauntes ſtraungers haue,or of 

right ought to haue within the ſame : .This order a- 
forcſaid, or any thing herein'conteyned to the-con- 

traxie notwithſtanding . This decree was firmed by 

T. Ely Channcellour: Winchetter; Northumberlande: Bed- 
Forde: Weitmerland. Shrewſburie:. BE. Clinton: T. Darcie? 

N. Wwtton: and W.Cecill.:.By the comtentes whereof, 

a man' may plainlie ſee, that what ſo euer happened 

20 the Haxſes in Englande, they them ſelues gave the 
occaſion thereof, and therefore had no-iuft; or law- 
fullcaufetocomplaine : Notwithſtanding Queene Queda No: 
'CMarre by the way of Recefſe,thelande being tull of rierevorerk 
troubles, reuoked this Decree, and reſtoredthe Hen. *Þ* forelard 
{es ro their former Prigiledges, in.the moneth of - ; 
8 | |, pr 
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prill Anfi.r 5 5 3. atwhichtymethe Hexſec had their 
Commithoners in Englande about a'Treatic offred 
by King Edwerd,and accepted by the Hanſes after the 
abouclaid reſumption, wherevaro ſhee was induced 
for two reaſons: the one was,for that the Hanſes Cos 
mulloners promiſed, that their mordinate trade, for. 
bidden by the lawes of the lande, and their too too 
much frequenting the low Cuntrics, ſhould be l[ctt: 
; The other was, for'that by meancs of the daunge- 
rouſnes,and hardnes of the tyme, the aboucſaid De- 
cree of the reſumpti6 of the Henſes Privileges, could 
not be dealt in; but this promile of the Commiſio- 
ners not beeing performed, the ſaide Queene in the 


Revocation YEATE I 5 56. cauſed her foreſaid Reuocation to bee 


of the fore. 
ſaid reuocl- 


akered, and by aDecrecreſtrayned the Haxſes trade 
intothe lowe Cuntries with Clothe, and their brin- 
gingin of anic other foreigne Wares, {then thoſe of 
theirowne langdes only, ſuffering them notwithſtan. 
ding inother pointes, to vie their pretenſcd Privi- 
ledges, and afterwardes, by mediation of Kinge P/3- 
Gppe, yeelding to a further Moderation, with condi- 
tion, that the Hanſet within one yeare next enſuinge, 
ſhould ſendetherr Commiſſioners into. England, to 
conferre, treat,and conclude with her Hignes Coit- 
ſcllours,inwhar ſorte their Priuiledges ought ta bee 
taken,and vſcd: A whole yeare paſſed,$& true weekes 
_ beſides without anicnewes,ortydingsof any Com- 
miſsioners,and to requite the manifold fauours they 
had receyued, they atan —_— of the Hawnſes at 
Zwbcke, publiſhed an EdiR againit all Engliſhe __ 
Ole 


* 
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forbidding all Trade, or Commerce with them,and: 


ſtaying the carying out of Corne, which was proui- 
ded for the {eruice and neceſſitie of the Realm : yet 
tor all theſe indignities,the ſaid Queene was conten- 
ted , that Commiſſarics on both partes ſhould meet 
in England,and agree vpon,and ſert down a certain, 
and immutable maner of Trade to be helde, and ob- 
ſcrued on both ſides: bur the Harſes were lo farre 
from acceptinge of this gracious offer , that they 
wholy refuſed it, as by a petition of theirs exhibited 
to King Philippe, the third of Tune 1 5 5 7. appeareth, 
wherein they declare the cauſe of that their refuſall 
to be for that they could not haue. in this Realm any 
other Iudges of their cauſe, but ſuch as were ſuſpect, 
not ſparing, or excepting the Queene her ſeltc, of 
whoſe good will, and fauour., they had receyued fo 


often expericce,and triall. In theſe tearmes the Han- ,,,,.,,.r. 
ſes Priviledges ſtood all Queene H arres dayes, after fed berwene 


her Maicſtie 
& the Han- 


8& findingthem as they were left without ante other Gs. 


whoſe deceafe her Maicſtic,that now is, ſucceeding, 


ground or foundation,then the Princes fauour, and 
good pleaſure, yet at the ſollicitation of Suiderman,ec 
others, Commilsioners from the Harſes, her High- 
nes was contented, that a meeting, and communica- 
tion ſhould be helde in the yeare 1 5 6 o.whereas the 
Hanſesſtood,and inſiſted vpon their old treatics, and 
thoſe appointed by her Maieſtie propounded cer- 
taine other Articles, intituled, A moderation of the old 
Priniledees,with this clauſe of ſingulare fauour, Neque 


$amen excellentiſcima Regina propter hanc ps 6s 
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ab ile ſaperiori legitimio ture vila ex parte receds wult, fed 
ſaluum ins, ſaluas attiones, ſaluams aenique reliqua omnen 
in hac Commercy cauſa materiam, ee ſibi ex altera parte, 
ſacs ſacceſſoribus, & ex altera parte C oufederatis Cinitatt.. 
bus, & corum po5teritali reſeruat : But the Hayſes Com- 
miffioners not liking thereof, the Treatie brake vp 
without anie effect : In which tearmes the matter 
hungeullthe yeare 157 2 at which tyme new Com- 
m: on from the |Hanſe Townes, comming 1nto 
England for other cauſes, they renewed their former 
ſewr,and pctition: wherevnto they receiued this an- 
ſ{wcare, That cocerning the Quſtome of their goods 
there ſhould nothing more be exacted of them,then 
was propounded to the former Commiſſioners in 
the yeare 1 5 60, all this while her Maicſtics ſubiccts 
were depriued of all priuiledge,and in diucrſe of the 
Hanſe Townes hardly,and extremely vicd, as at Dan- 
ſicke, Denenter, Campen,and Swoll,to the great hurt and 
hinderance of the Trade, and becauſe the Harſes vn- 
meaſurably frequented the Cittic of Mntwerpe with 
Engliſhe Commoditie,the M.M. Adventurers were 
forced to drawe them(ſelues holy to the ſaid City, 
and leaue Berghen op Zoom, where they vicd to keepe 
twoo Martes in the yearc : But finally the ſaide Ad- 
venturers were:conſtrayned to leaue Arntwerpe allo, 
and to ſceke another place, as hath bene aboue re. 
hearſed, ſo that inthe yeare 1 5 6 7. they obtayned 
priuiledges for ten yeares of the town of Hamburehe, 
with this condition therevnto added. ©nod clapſis 
ſepradittis annis conce ſ510 dictorum Prinileciorum reno. 
Warerus 
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waretur , & continuaretur in infinitum , ſi interim non ce- 

deret in ciuitatis ſue dammum , vel diſpendinms : That the 

ten yeares time beeing expircd, the forclaide Priui- 
ledges ſhould be renewed,and continevwed for cuer, 
it ia che meane while no hurt, or damage happened 
to their Cittie thereby : But forall this when theten 
yeares were almoſt complete, and run out, the Ham. 
burgers (ignified tothe M. M. Adventurers, that the 
time of their Priviledges expired, and that by a De- 
crec of the Hanſe Townes madeat Lubeke, they were 
enoyned,not to grauntto the ſaid Adventurers any 
longer priviledges, pretendinge the caule to bee, tor 
that in Englande the faide Harſes were reſtrayned ot, 
their auncienrliberties,and that daily new exactions 
were impoſed vpon their goods,contrarie to former 
treaties, which done the ſaid Hamburgers paſled a de- 
creethe 20 of Iune 1 5 7 8. whereby they abrogated 
all former libertics graunted tothe ſaid Adveturers, 
and ordained, that after a prefixed day {ett downe in 
the faide Decree, they ſhould not enioye anie other 
priviledge,or immunitic, then anie other ſtraungers 
in the ſaid Cittie: which aſſoone as her Maicſtic,and 
her honorable Counſcill vnderſtood, they requited 
the Harſes with a like Decree, which yet was ſuſpen- 
ded till the 25 *h of Tulie 157 9.at which tyme her Ma- 
ieſtie, not receyuinge any fatisfaftion at the Hanſes 
handes, but to the contrarie vnderſtanding, that the 
ſaide Hanſes, at an Aſſemblie at Lunenburghe, the le- 
cond of Nouembert j 7 9. had ſett foorth an Edicte 


for the leuying of 7 ; vpon the hundred of all goods 
| 4T-8 brought 
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brought by Engliſhe men into their territortes , op 

caryed out of the ſame, her highenes vpon this occa- 

fion commaunded the like decree to bee made, for 

the taking of the like ſumme ypon the goods of the 

Hanſes : and in|this eſtate the matter ſtood on both 
partes,till that by a petition put vp by the Alderman 

of the Stcelyarde, this laſt decree of 74. vpon the 

hundred was ſuſpended for four monthes , but the 

firſt, becauſe it depended vpon the reſtraint of Frade 

of her Maicſties ſubiectes, the Lordes of the Coun- 

ſcill cthoughr not good to ſuſpend, or reuoke the 

ſainc, till the contentes thereof were ſatitfted, and 

fulfilled: And thus I haue briefly,& truely ſert down 

what hath paſled, and in what ſtate ar this daye the 

whole controuerſie between her Maicſtie, and the 

Hanfes ſtandeth : by the diſcourſe whereof I doubt 

not, but it plainly appeareth , that (as aforeſaid) the 

Hanſes haue no iuſt, or lawfull cauſe to complain, for 

that they haue themlſelucs beene the cauſe of all that 

The Hanſes happened : For firſt, the reluminge of their Priui- 
them ſelves [edges in Kinge Edwardes dayes, proceeded of this, 
of the re- that may treed,8 coloured mens goodes, that were 
- —_— none of their Socictic, and for other cauſes aboue 
Iege:in Ea- rehearſed, Secondlie, whenas Queene Marie had 
gland, reyoked that, which had heen done by her Brother, 
thee her ſelfe at length revoked the ſaid Revocation, 

+. for that the Harfes Fad broken promiſe with her, in 
continuing an-vnlawfulltrade in the low Countries, 
whereby ſhee loſt ty her Cuſtomes within the ſpace 

ot cleuen monethes, more then 9 3 60 pounde ſter 


ing 
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ling,befides the damage ſuſtained by her ſubieQtes in 
their trade, and when as ſhee offred a meetinge for 
the deciding of all cotrouctrſies,the Hanſes viterlie re- 
tuſed the ſame, 8 would none of it. Thirdly, her Ma- 
teſtie that now is, whe ſhee came firſt tothe Crown, 
commaunded, that the Hanſes ſhould be vied,as well 
(yea in ſome pointes better) then her owne ſubiects, 
but they in. recompece of this fauour, not prouoked 
with ante new occaſion, commaunded, that the ex- 
ercile & trade of Merchandiſe graunted to her High- 
nes ſubietes by the Hamburgers, cum clauſula perpetut- 
zatis ſhould be broken of,and difannulled: and after- 
wardcs, whert her Maieſtie required a reformation 
of this their Decree, they in ſteede thereof impoſed 
that exaion of theirs of ſeuen-& three quarters vp6 


the hundred : And ſo with their new Impofitions,. 


their refuſing of. amecting, 8 coference inEngland, 


theirabuling of their libertie in the lowe Countries, 


by docing maniethings tothe preiudice of her Ma- 
 teſtie, and ſubietes, by finjnihinge the reuenewes 
of the Crown, by colouring other mens goodes vn- 
der the pretence of their Priviledges, they were fi- 
nallie depriued of their liberties, & immunities atthe 
' pleaſure of her Highnes, yet alwayes were more 
friendly vfed, then anie other the ſubicctes of the 
Princes in Amitic, and league with her Maieſtie, for 
the which- they neuer ſhewed any ſparke ofthanke- 
fulnes, but haue from time totime vniuſtlieaccuſed 
her Highnes to foreigne Princes,and States, her Ma- 
teſtics loving triendes, and > Os and to _ 
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day with much clamorouſnes8& importunacie leaue 
not off to doe the ſame, without reſpec to the per- 
fon,and qualitic, of fo excellent and gracious a Prin- 
ceſle, and docing that, which is tarre vnbcſeeminge 
their ſtate and condition, but it they thinketo gett a- 
rue thing hereby in the ende, they are much decey- 
ucd in mine opinion, their way to ſpecde 1s, to p10- 
ceede cum precatione & ſupplicatione, and not by way 
of force, and compulſion : CHagnorum ſiquidem Prin- 
cipum & Reeum' heroics animis vatura Viderur inſiturn, 


quod flecti,cr dutr,non cogi velint. 


Defence of Thethird cauſe wherevpon the foreſaid Mandate 
©: MM. ofthe Emperonrs isgrounded,is, The Monopolie wſed 
agaiaſt the (aS 1s (aide) by the Merchauntes Adventurers : which to 
Haleai- beafalſe,and injurious ſlaunder,& ſurmize,needeth 
nopoli, None other demonſtration, then the true ſence, and 
definition of the woorde Monopolic it ſelfe : Dunn 
Monopolium fit quando vnus ſolus aliquod genus mercature 
vninerſum emit, vt ſolus ſus arbitrio venaat : Monopolie 

is, when one man alone buyeth vp all that is to bee 

gott of one kinde of Merchandife, to the end thathe 

alone may ſell at his owne luſt and pleaſure. Which 

well conſidered, hath no communion, or agreement 

with the trade, andpractiſe of the Companie of M. 

M. Adventurers, and the Townes where the ſaide 
companichaue reſided,orare refident in at this day, 

doe knowe,and can witneſle, that thoſe of the ſaide 
Companie haue vſed, 8 doe vic an honeſt, vpright, 

and lawfull trade Emprionu,Yenditionu,cr Permutatis- 
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»s : which by all lawe is permitted, vita enim nojirg 
ine contrattibus,  commercys, ſubſ1itere nequit, not 0n- 


lie with Clothe, but alſo with all kinde of wares,and- 


Merchandiſes, So that, what {ocuer is tree, and at li- 
bertie to buye,& cl], the ſame by no reaſon, or right 
conſtruction can be accompted a Monopoke : neither 
haue the Adventurers the ſole tranſporte, and trade 


inwardes, and outwardes of Engliſhe Clothe, and 


other Wares, but it 1s well knowen, and notorious, 
that all the Members of the Hanſcs,&nor onely they, 
but alſo all the ſubicRes of Vpper, and low Germa- 
nic, and all other ſtraungers in icague,& amine with 
the Crowne of England, may,and doe attheir liber- 
tic and pleafure,buye, and cary out of the Realmeal 
ſortes of Clothe, and Engliſhe wares, and may, and 
doe bring in, and ell their own countrie commodl- 
tics without empeachment, or hinderance, payinge 
ſuch dewtics, and cuſtomes, as they ought to paye: 
beſides there are diuerſe other Companies of Mer- 
chauntes, who arc priviledged to tranſporte Cloth, 
&Cc. out of the lande into forcigne partes, and Cun- 
trics, as well as the Companic of M. M. Adventu- 
rers, which they doc in great quantitie : Moreouer, 
the Companic of M. M. Adveturers hath no banke, 
nor common ſtocke, nor common Factour to buye, 
orſell tor the whole Companie, but cuery man tra- 
deth a-part, and particularlie with his owne ſtocke, 
and with his owne Factour,or ſervaunt: wherevpon 
itnecefſarilie followeth, that foraſmuch, as the M. 


M. Adventurers haue not (as aforeſaid)the ſole dea- 
ling, 
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ling, and traffike alone in their own hands, either in 
Englande,or on the other fide the ſeas, and that A{0- 
nopoly definitio cum ſuo definito in the leaſt parte agreeth 
nor, the ſaid companie by no ſound realon, or argu- 
ment can be charged to bee anie ſuch Monopoliers, 
or priuategaine, & lucre ſeckers,as the Hanſes would 
' aake the world belecue they are, neither 1s it to bee 
thought, that by the faide M. M. Adventurers the 
faide Hanſesare brought to ſuch apparaunt loſſe,and 
binderaunce, as by their complaintes they beare the 
Emperour, and States of the Empire in hand. Con- 
. cerning that,which they allceadge, that the ſaid com- 
panic haue their Gouuernement,and officers, keepe 
Courtes, and Aﬀemblics, make lawes, impoſe mul- 
Res and penalties, and ſhippeat ſett tymes, 8 with 
appointed Fleeres, out of which they would inferre 
a Monopolie: It needeth none other aunſwear,then 
I hauc alreadie made in this treatiſe, wherein is true- 
lie, and plainly declared the praQtiſe, and manner of 
the Companie of Merchants Aduenturers in all the 
abouclaide pointes, and withall ſhewed the god, 
that commetrh to the State, and common Wealth 
thereby, and howe farre it is out of the compaſſe of 
Monepolie: A fault not only forbidden, but alſo wors- 
thilie to bepuniſhed in all well gouerned common 
wealthes, 1mohoneiorum Principum ſubditis indignum: 
Beſides,it is more then ſtraunge,that the Harſes haue. 
the face to condemne that in others,as vnlawful,and 
Monopoliſh , which them ſelues both in Englande, 


and cuery where cl{c, where they now hauc,or _ 
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had their Reſidence, or Counters continually pra. 
QRiſed: for who knoweth not, that they had thcir 
Aldermen, or Conſuls, Treafurers,Secrerarics, Afſi- 
ſtentes, and other officers, and kept their meetinges, 
Courtes, and Atſemblies, and vſed Merchantes law 
among them {clues © And if it were lawtull,and free 
for them fo to doe, why may it not be as lawfull,and 
tree tor the M.M. Adventurers to doe the like £ But 
(lay the Hanſes)theMerchants Aduenturers in their 
Courtes doe cttthe prices of their own Wares, and 
ot other mens, ordayning not to ſell, or buye other- 
wilc, orat other rates, or prices, which is plaine Mo- 
xopolie, this how truc it is, I appeale to the conſcien- 
ces of the verie Harnſes them {clues, and of all other 
Merchauntes, with whom the ſaide Companie doc 
deale, whether this be a tructh yea,or no : Belides,] 
may boldlie, & with a good conſcience affirme, that 
neither I inall the time of my ſeruice, neither the ol- 
deftinan living in the ſaide Companie, can faye,that 
eucr it was knowen, or heard, that any ſuch matter 
of [ctting pryce was once mentioned in any Court, 
or aſlemblic ofthe ſaid Companie : neither in deed 
was there euer any ſuch matter, but cuery ma rather 
Rudyeth to keepe his feat and trade as ſecrete to him 
{elte as he can,for feare of his fellow, leaſt being cſpi- 
ed,it might be taken out of his handes : and further, 
itisathingabhorred, and condemned by the lawes 
of the Realme,and therefore, if theCompanic of M. 
M. Adventurers could euer haue been iuſtle accu- 


{cd of the faid cryme, they ſhould not haue mam 
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ſo longe without deſcrued puniſhment : laſtlie, the 
veric {tatc,and policie of the ſaid Companie,cannot 
abide, or brooke anie Monopolie,as being directlie, 
& ex diametro, contrarie, and an ouerthrowe to that 
oeconowie : fo carctullic prouided for,and preſcerucd 
' by the good lawes, & orders of the ſaid Companie: 
whereby there is a diltribution of the benefites, and 
commodities of the Companie toall the members | 
of the ſame, {0 much, as is poſſible with great prout- 
dence, and cquitie ordained, ſo that euery man, that 
will, or is able, may participate thereof, ſo farre, as 
they will extende: Whereas if it were otherwiſe, the 
meaner ſort ſhould not be able to live by the richer: 
tor theſe in ſhort tyme would with their great purſes 
and mcancs drawe all the trade inwardes, and out- 
wardes into their own handes,and (as vpon the Ban- 
kers in ſome places)all mens credites ſhould depend 
vponthelr ſleeues,as hauing power to giue credite 
to whom they liſt, to ſell, orkeepe vptheir wares, at 
their pleafure,8& to rule the markettes,as they thinke 
yr : whereby it would come to paſſe, that a fewe 
ll gaine,and growe mightie,and exceeding weal- 
thic,and all the reſt ſhall haue nothing to doe,and in 
ſhort time be brought to extreeme mileric, and po- 
uertie : but the goucrned trade of the ſaide Compa. 
nic is heere inthe way, ſo. that you ſee how farre it is 
from trueth, or likelihood of trueth, which is obie- 
Red againſttheCompanic of M.M. Adventurers on 
this behalfe, as beeing rather an viter enemie, then a 
trecnd, or likes of that greedie, & inordinate courſe: 
AS 
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235 appeareth partlic by that aboucſaide, and more c- 
uidently as well by the teſtimonie of-ſtraungers of Teftimonie 
. # rangers 
diucrlc Nations, as allo by Atteſtations, vnder the and whole 
ſcales of great and famous Citties(whereof ſome are Cittics on. 
the Com- 
of the Havſes them ſelues) which I haue {ett downe, panics be- 
not onely tor the credite, commendation, and tuſti- half againk 
® |o : S ; the flaundec 
tying of the ſaide Copanie, bur withall for the more otwonopo- 
maniteſtation of the tructh of that, which hath been !:*. 
aboucſaide. And firſt, the Senate of Hambroueh, at 
ſuch tyme, as they cauſed to bee denounced to the 
Companie the expiration of their Priviledges, did 
in their Infinuation the ninctenth of Tuly 1577. cx- 
preſlie put theſe wordes: fue quidem Denunciatio non 
eo animo fit, quod Societas Mercatorum, que ſe honeile in 
hac Ciuitate geſsit, & integritate ſua bonorum Virorum be- 
nenolentianm meretur, Senatut noitro moleita, or graus (it, 
wernm ſolummodo,ut pattts ſatisfiat : And atterwardes, 
Etenim ſi tnclita Societas Mercatorure florentiſcinu Regne 
Angle diutius in hac Ciuttate COmmorart mercaturan ex- 
ercere, hoc nomine noua patta poiteaquam priora expira- 
runt cum ſpettabilt Senatu inire in anims habeat , Senatus 
#fficio ſuo,c7 equitati non deerit. Whereby it appeareth 
in what eſtimation the {aid Senate held the Compa- 
nicot Merchantes Adventurers, in that they not on- 
lic commended them for their honeſt cariage, and 
integritie, butalſo offer them further fauour,and en- 
tertainement in their Cittie after the ending of the 
former priviledges, which were agreed vpon but for 
ten yeares, yet with this Addition, 2v0delapſis ſupre- 
dielis annis conceſsio dietorum Privilegi orum renouaretur, 
| ! V 2 GT CON 
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& continuaretur in infinitum, ſi interim non caderet in Ci- 
witatis ſg damnum, vel diſpendinm ; Now that the ſaid 
Cittic recciued neither lofſe nor damage by the CC. 
panic of Merchauntes Adventurers, the abouc writ- 
ten woordes of honeſt cariage, and intcgritic, pro. 
cceding from the Magiſtrates themlclues in the lame 
Cittic doc ſutticienthe beare witnes, and fince that 
time alſo more particulatlic the faide Senate of Ham. 
broughe docih touche that point of 3/ozepole 1n a |ct- 
ter written to the Goucrnourand Gencralitic of the 
laid Companie in Augutt 1 5 $6. whercin they ſay, 
that although they cannot denie, but that there were 
complaintes made vnder thatname of Ionopelre to 
the Emperour, and Princes Elcctours, ramen noftre 
cum ſuffragatione,e7 approbatione eaſacm mititutas eſſe co 
ſtanter negamus : Ideoy, quum he Attiones ex atiorum po- 
tus ſuffragys, quam ex noitra voluntate, cx a1 bitrio depen- 
deant, non dubitamns, cMaenficenttas, & Dominationes 
weitras diuerſorum diſcrepantes mtentiones, &X ſententiias 
maturiore indicio diſcuſſuros:{o that in this point a man 
may {ce they agreed not with the rcſt of their fel. 
lowes, whole docinges they diſchatime as having no 
voice or allowance of theirs. Likewiſe the late Lord 
Eedard,Earle of Eat-friſclande in a letter by him writ- 
ten in aunſweare of a Mandate from the Emperour, 
the 26* of Iuly r 5 8. concerning the aboueſaide 
flaunder of £2onopolze, and Monopoliſhe trade vſed 
in Embden by the Englith, hath theſe woordes : Now 
what ſoeuer ts free to all men,and forbidden to none, when 
a this tedeth not to the private commoditie of one, or of ſome 
| fen 
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few ſingulare perſons, nor goeth </pon ante one ſorte of Waxes 
(as hee had thewed that the Trade of the M,M.Ad- 
venturers did not) whether thrs bea Monopolie, or Mono- 
poliſh trade, that referre 1 moit humbly to your Mategties 
conſiderytion , beſides the T itle of Alonopolies wm the lawe 
declareth, whether 1 be ſo yea, or no © it was therefore neuer 
my meaning, or thought to graunt wvato the E reliſh, or ante 
other ſuch Mongpol:jn trade, bat ſuch, as the law permitteth 
to all men : And tm weric deede there is no ſuch Monopoliſhe 
trade wſed 11 Embaen, and 1 therein referre my ſelfc to anie 
init proofe, and all both ſfraungers,and others, which vnaer- 
ftande theſe doeinges, can heercin witnes the ſame with mee: 
This teſtimonie of the Eatles, the Senat of the town 
of Emsden, confirmed by an Atteſtation vnder their 
common ſeale, bearing datethe 28 *® of Iuly 15 8 2. 
the true copic whereof, & of other the like vnder the 
ſeales of the Cittics of Antwerpe, « Middelbureh, and 
Stade, I have ſctt downe at the ende of this Treatiſe, 
whereby I doubt not, but al the world may perceiue 
that the Imputation of Honepolie to the Companie 
of M.M. Adventurers, is but a malicious, iniurious, 
and altogether faleſlaunder, deuized by the Harſes, 
(as I ſaide before)to drawe the Emperour,and Prin- 
ces of Germanie, to aſſiſt them in the obtayninge of 
their vniuſt pretences,and vnreaſonabie demaundes 
in England,to the diſhonor ot her Maieſtie,and hurt 
of the whole State, as much as in them lycth, which 
God defend that they ſhould hauc their willes in. 

Laſtlie,to knitt vp this point, I will adde herevnto as 


a golden Coronis of all that hath been ſaide, the iudg- 
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ment of her Highnes our moſtgracious Soueraigne, 
and the true detence of the ſaide Companie in cer- 
tainc her Maicſtics letters to the Emperour, and di- 
ucrſe of the Princes of Germanic : and namelie in 
one to the Emperour written in Nouember 1 5g5. 
the cight of the ſaid Moncth, in theſe woordes: Ato- 
nopolium porro de quo Hanſeatici ſubditos noitros crimma. 
tur, calunme potius , quam vere accuſationis rationem pre 
ſe ferre videtar, ab ipſ1s enim Impery ſubd, qu Londin 
reſident, diligenter inquirt inſarmus, ſi quid ſolit de tniquis 
ſubdrtorum noſtrorum negottandi rationibus referre| oſivs 
ll ero ingenue reſponderum. ſe nihil ea de rein conmiſcis 
habere, acturos tamen ſe quarprimum per literas cum: ſuis 
Maioribus, quumg, demum quid reſponſt acciperent, id to- 
tum fideliter relatur os : queitionem preterea ea ae re cum 
ſubau noitris inititui mandauimus, Ill vero authenticis 
ſcriptis edocent, negotiandi ipſorum rationes a mah Ct- 
nitatibus in Belgio, Pruſcia, atque alibi vii honeſliſiimmas 
probari, atque quum due Impery Ciuitates ſint, que euns 
noſtris maxime negotiantur, Lubeca, Habureum,llarum 
altera publicis literts, v1 noſtri oſtendunt teſtataeſ tpſorum 
Negotiationem ab omni Monopoly ſuſpicione vacua eſſe, ſes, 
illus obietTs criminationis participes nunquam fui(ſe - A 
vero Hanſeaticorii inſliteres plura ea de re ex Dominorum 
ſrorum expeclata m ſcriptis comiſcione 48 Arik ſe quog; 
plaribus in ſcriptis reſponſaros humiliter obtulernnt . This 
whole letter, for that it conteyneth matter woorthie 
the knowledge concerning the Harſes, I haue added 
vnto the ende of this Treatic:Her ſaidMaicſtie in an 
other lencr to the Emperour, dated the 20 * of De- 
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cember 1 5 9 7. ſent by Maiſter 10h» Wrothe, after her 
Highnes had coinplayned of the vnorderlie ſettinge 
foorth &publiſhing of the Emperors Madate forthe 
| reaſons inthe ſaid letter atlarge ſer down, hath theſe 
words following: 2s {! paulo attentins Maiefas veſtree 
ratione animog, ponderaſſet, & ea que literis noi!ris auno 
T5 9599, menſeq, Nonembri canfrivti ſunt comprehenſa 
eollatione cum veſtris literts menſe Iuls fatta, ailigentius 
eonſideraſſet ( ae grabus literis vel fattioſorum homini 214- 
chinationibys vos celatos efſe,vel a quibuſdam ex is qui ve- 
fire Mateſtati fumt a Conſilys non optima fide vobiſcurs act 
eſſe magnopere ſuſpicamur ) nobis certe perſuaſiſcimum e#t, 
vos hanc rationem tam iniquam Edie contra nos, ſubdi- 
#oſg, noſtros weſtro Imperio haudquaquam ſabiecFos, pro- 
—_— nangquam fuiſſe ſuſcepturos, ſed potins repudiatu- 
ros has commentitias Hanſeaticorum querelas : quibus qui- 
dam preter eorum merita par,atque eadem libertas in Mer. 
caturis apud nos faciend's, que noftris hominibus conceds- 
ur,oblata eſt: oo  fatTaros fuiſſe, vt attiones noſtre re- 
motss partinm ftuays, fietiſq, delationibas ad rationis nor- 
man & equitatis, ac mſtitie ponderibus examinaretur. 
And in letters at the ſame tyme written to the Prin- 
ces of Germanie,and ſent by the ſaid Maiſter Wroth, 
6 M* Stephen Leſure, to wit,to the Adminiftratour of 
Saxonte, to the Palſerave vpon the Rhine, the Eleor 
of Mentz,and diuerſe others, her Maicſtie writcth in 
thcſe woordes : Fodem porro Ediito nonnulla in priſcam 
quandam ſubditorum ne#trors Societatem ( quam Adven- 
turariorum vocant) obiefta commemoratur ,atque ex yſdews 
Proſcripttonis veluti ſententia infertur,qua & ex "__ fr 
10K 
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nibus diſcedere, atque ab omni intra eoſdem emends 4c ven- 
dendi vſu abilinere iubentur : que quidem res admiration 
digna videtur, maxime qui literis noſtris ad Imperatorems 
menſe Nouembri ,anno 1 5g 5.a Comitys que Ratiſ bone 
nonageſmo quarto habebantur datis ad ſingula Editlo hoc 
repetita aounde reſponſum, ac firmiſsimis rerum momentis 
ſatisfactum fuerit,quo ſane credendum nobis erat Ceſarean 
HMatcitatem biennium pene ſilentio interpoſito rationibus 
a nobis allatis acquieuiſſe . uod ſi quid adhuc duby ſuper. 
eſſe viſum fuiſſet, & Iuſtitia, & Regie noftre dignitatis ra- 
110, quam ſub diuino nuritie abſolutam gerimus, pro amict- 
tia ſaltem noftra quam ſantte hattenus cum Imperio colut- 
mns, aut per literas,aut per internuncium aliquens 19015 ex- 
ponendum illud poitulaſſet : Nunc vero hunc m modum ſub 
ſulentio ex improuiſo, etiam T ypis expoſuiſſe que ad noſtram 
iniuriam (ipſa quoque 1 ſubditos moines luſtitia violata) 
faciunt, indecorum omnino fuiſſe arbitramur: omnis enins 
opinione iniquum merito habendum viros probos nunquan 
auditos,aut voratos ex maleuolorum obiettts calummys, nec 
probatis,e7 ne quiden rit? examinatts "25,968 pan} 10-1 
tia, etiam contra ipſam ſacri Impery liber tatem multtaſſe. 
Thus you ſee what the opinion of her Maicſtie and 
of others hath been of the Companie of M. M. Ad- 
venturers touching Menopolie, whereof they are fla. 
dred by the Hanſes, whiche I doubt not is ſufficient, 
though not poſſible to ſtoppe the mouthes of the 
ſaid Hanſes, yet to convince them of vntrueth, 8 ma- 
licious forgerie onthat bchalfe. 
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T hat the Maintenance of the Fellowſhippe of Mar- 
chantes Adventurers hath beengnd 1 is for the 
Honour and ſeruice of the Prince and 1; 
State at home and abroad. : 


[on 


x Ll that which hath been afore at 
Þ large ſert down, tendeth in effect 
| to the proofe of this point, as if 
7 1t would pleaſc the diligent Rea. 
4 der to remember the ſame, & lay 
= itrogether, would be ſoon per- 
4 —_—  ceyued: For whereas I haue aid, 

and PO that the Merchauntes Adventurers, as 
ſubices of this noble Realme,haue procurcd atthe 
handes of foreigne Princes and States many ample, 

and beneficial] luri{dictions, Priviledges, Liberties, 
exemptions, & immunities, by vertue whereof they 
haue erc&teda good, and covenient gouvernement, 

for the rule, andordering of them lelues, and their 
Trade, and exerciſe ciuile TuriſdiQion beyonde the 
Seas: that the ſaide M. M. Adventurers arc a meanes 
of the preſcruation of the Amitie,& league betwene 
this lande, and the ſaid foreigne Princes, and States, 
that they advaunce the pryce,and vent of our coun- 
trie commodities,and bring in foreigne wares good 


cheape,that mc a maintenaunce of the Naviga- 
X tion, 
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-tion, and encreaſe of the Cuſtomes at home, who 
;lecth nor, and confeſſeth that all theſe thinges are to 
the high honour of the Prince, and notable ſeruice 
of the Stateand Common Wealth Beſides all this, 
ſome of the Princes of this lande haue knowen fo 
well, howe to vſe this Companie, and to-make their 
vtitermoſt benefite of them, that betides that the ſaid 
-Companic hauc at ſundric times vpon vrgent occa- 
ſions giucn rheir credites for the loanes of great 
{ummes of monic beyond the feas, for the ſeruice of 
the State, diucrſe oft rhe Gouuernours,and others of 
'the ſaid C5panie, haue in particulare not been wan- 
ting, according to their dewtie, to doe their Prince 
good, and commendable feruice many times in the 
aftaires of the State. Further at the change of Prin- 
ces, and receyuing in of new,at triumphes for vito- 
Tics, and Coronations, the fatd Companie hauc not 
forgott the honour of their Prince,and Cuntric,bur 
haue ſpent and laid out great ſummes of monic this 
way, {othatat ſome one Princes reccyuing in, they 
hauc conſumed aboue twoo thouſande Frenche 
Crownes in ſhewe or triumphal Arches, and name- 
lie of the late, King Philippe of Sparne,at his entrie into 
the Cittic of Antwerpein September 1 5 49. at ſuch 
tyme, as his Father the Emperour Charks the fifth, 
transferred vmto himall his Seignories,and States in 
the low Countries : beſides that Maiſter 1ohn Sturge- 
on: at that tyme Gouuernour of the Companic was 
atthe receyuingin of the ſaid Prince accompanied 


withthirtie Merchantes of the Companie on _ 
ac 
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| backall in aliuerie of Purple veluit in grain coates, 

and paned hoſe embrodered full of filuer waues,like 
the waues of the ſea : their Dublettes, anddtawinge 
out of their hoſe purple ſattin, their Hattes of purple 
_ veluit with golde bandes, faire brouches, and white 
feathers : and each of them a chain of golde about 
his neck of great valew : bufſkins of purple velvitt, 
their Rapiers, Daggers, Spurres,Stirropps,& Bridlecs 
2ll gilt : the furniture of their horſes was of purple 
veluit,Sadles,and Trappinges,6&c.cmbrodered with 
golde,and green filke, and white, and green feathers 
on their horſe heades : they were attended with 
three ſkore Lackies , apparailed in white veluitt ier- 
kins cutt, embrodered with filuer twiſt, green fartin 
dublettes,with hoſe, and buſkins of the ſame, purple 
veluitt Cappes, and green Feathers : behinde them 
roade the aboucſlaid Gouernour vpon a white En- 
gliſh gelding.in a longe purple veluit growne, lyned 
with purple fattin : a black velvitt coat, and cappe 
with a fair brouche therein, and a chain of golde a- 
bout his neck: his Dublett, and Hoſc, with the trap- 
pinges of his Horſe were, as the other of his Com- 
panie wore, he was attended on by ſix Lackies on 
foot , andthree Pages on horſeback apparailed as a- 
foreſaid: In which thcir docing, they ſhewed them- 
ſelues for the honour of their Prince, and Cuntrye 
nothing inferiour to the Merchantes of other nati- 
ons , namely the Germanes , Eaſterlinges, Italians, 
$paniardes and Portugalles, and ſurmounting ſome 
of them in coſtly apparaile, furniture of —_— 
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and their horſes, and in other preparation, to enter= 
raine the faid Prince, whereby they wanne great ho- 
nour , and commendation to themlelues, and the 
whole Englithe name : to ſay nothinge of the late 
Duke of © Zlayfons entertainment into the faid cittie 
of Antwerpinthe yeare 1 5 81. at which time Mai- 
ſter Chriztopher Hoddrſdonne then, and nowe Gouer- 
nour reccuucd the faide Duke. with four ſkore Mecr- 
chantes otthe ſaide Companie, all on horſeback in 
very ſecmly, and decent forte, apparailed in blacke 
vcluitt,and moſt of them with chains of golde about 
their neckes,for the which the ſaide Gouernour and 
Companie receiued thankes, and commendation 
from her Maieſtic, and the Lordes of the Counceill, . 
whereof ſome were beholders of that aboueſaid,and 
made honorable reporte thereof vnto her Highenes 
at thcirreturne home. In deedes of Pictic,and Cha- 
ritie they hauenotalſo been wanting, as well appea- 
red by the foundinge of Chappclles in oldetimeart 
Brizdes,and Middelbrough,and (ince in mainteyning 
the exerciſe of Religion amongſt them in all the 
laces of their reſidence hetherto, yea eucn amonge 
thoſe, who could not well away with the ſame : as 
alſo by their Chriſtianlike care, and prouifion for 
the -poore, the comfort whercot many a diſtreſſed 
perſons ſouldiers, and mariners, &c. of our Nation 
aue found, ang daily finde ; beſides their liberalitie 
is knowen toa great manie, who heretofore haue 
taſted the ſame, eſpeciallythoſe, who haue, and doe 
xeceiue yearely pentions from them , partely in re- 
| MEIN» 
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membrance, and gratification of paſſed ſernice, and 
pattlie for their better relief, maintenance , & ſuſten- 
tation'intheir olde dayes as alſo in learningand 0- 
therwiſe:herevnto may be added the great,and con- 
rinual! charges, which from time to time they haue 
been at, and ſtill are in theſe troubleſome tymes, 
through the manifolde difturbance,remoouing,and 
alteration of the Trade about the procuring of new 
Priuiledges, and refidence for the better vent, and 
vtteraunce of the Commodities of the Realme, and 
maintenaunce of the Commerce, and trafhcquein 
forcigne partes : And when for the defence of the 
Realme, ſhippes haue been to'bee made out, it hath 
coſt them notable ſummes of money, as by their ac- 
comptes thereof doeth appeare: all which could not 
haue been done, but by men vnited intoa Societie, 
or Companie, as would bee too too evident if once 
all were ſett at libertic,as ſome would haue it:for the 
it would infew yeares cometopaſſe, that we ſhould 
neither haue priviledge,nor juriſdiction abroad, the 
freendſhippe, and kinde vſage of our neighbours 
would waxe colde, and faint, yea we ſhould goe to 
the walles, bee wronged, and exaRted'vyon cuerie 
where, our Countrie commodities would growe 
vile, or come into the handes, & managing of ſtrait 
gers, at whoſe courtetie alſo,orat leaſt of a few Cor- 
morantes of our owne Nation,we ſhould ftande for 
that wee haue ncede of from abroade : by 'meanes 
whereof, the incomes,and Cuſtomes of the Prince, 
would be ſore diminiſhed, and the Nauigation de- 
X 3 caycd, 
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cayed : and laſtlie, if there were occaſion cither at 
home ofanic thing of importance to be done on the. 
\uddaine for the defence of the Realme, the extraor- 

_ dinaric helpe of the M. M. Adventurers would bee 
wanting, and in forcigne partes,if there were neede, 
either ot m@ney, or other prouition for the ſeruice 
of the Princc,and State, no man would bee founde, 
and ſo neither credite,nor mcanes would be founde 
or had to ſcrue the turne with all,neither any man to 
doe anic thinge for the honour of the Prince, and 
Countric, howſocuer neceſſarie,or vrgent the occa- 
ſion may be, either generall, or particular: all which 
I doubt not will be wcll conſidered of, and waighed 
by her Excellent Maicſtic, and thoſe whiche vnder 
her Highnes haue the ordering, and gouuernement 
of the affaires,and ſtate of this noble Realme, that ſo 
the common wealth may proſper, & encreaſc in ho- 
nour, and flouriſhing eſtate, & that thoſe, which tra- 
uaile, and take paincs to this ende, and haue from 
tymerto tyme been found profitable members, may 
becheriſhed, and mainteyned in their well docinge, 
and encouraged to proceede, by vouchſaufing them 

omen countenance, and favourable ayde, and al. 

iſtancein their cauſes,and by vpholding them in the 
full and quiet fruition, and vſe of their Priviledges, 
Charters, and Rightes giuen heeretofore with fo 
good conſideration, and hetherto continued , to 
the high Honour of her Maieſtic, and the generall 

' good of this Realme,as T hope in this treatiſe to haue 

plainlic,and cuidentlie proouecd, to the reaſonable 
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fatisfaQion of all that loue not nouelties, or haue no 
outlandiſhe appetites : eſpeciallie of thoſe in hono- 
rable,and eminent place,tor whoſe informatio prin- 
cpallie I vndertooke this labour, humbly prayinge 
that it may be well accepted, and bring Cont ſuch 
good, as is thereby meant vnto her Rolall Maicſtie, 
and the whole lande, with all the members thereof, 
rhe continuall happines, and proſperitie wherof the 
Almightie graunt, by whom Princes ratgne,& with- - 
out whom nothing is happie, or perdurable. And 
you true hearted Merchantes Adverurers,for whoſe 
fake I haue written this treatiſe, faint not in your or- 
derlie,and hetherto wel continued courſe vnder the 
fauour, and protection of fo; gracious and excelent 
a Princeſle, which you hane oftentimes proued,and 
ſcene, and bythe ayd and Direction of ſo Honourz 
ble, and Wiſe a Counccill, as that of her Maicſtics, 
of whom you may be well aſfured,to receyue all ne- 
ceſſaric,and reaſonable afirſtance in your honcft,and 
commendable exerciſe, and feat of Mcrchaundie, 
mainteyne the credite and honour which you haue 
gotten abroade,comtinew in well doeing, keepe you 
to your auncient orders, and Policie : Preſerue vnion 
and concorde amongeſt you diligentlie and carefuk 
lic, & valeant qui diſcidunm inter vos volunt, note them 
notwithſtanding,and looke vnto them betymes, for 
there aredaungerous perſons, louers of them ſelnes, 
- and enemies to-your good, and the well fare of your 
Societic, wherein they, and the Hanſes mmpe toge- 


ther and agree: for neither the one, nor the _ 
wou 


1609 A TREATISE 


would haue you to be a Copanic, for that is in their 
way, and reſtrayneth the ones inordinate gourman- 
diſc, and thirſt after private lucre, onely regardinge 
the tyme preſent, and nothing at all the polteritie, 
(which is a peſtilent & pernicious humor inal com- 
mona \vealthes) and keepeth the other from praying 
vpon the common wealth of this Realme,8& hauing 
their will of the ſtate: as for the ſaide Haxſesſlaunde- 
rous complaintes,and accuſations of Horopolre tor- 
ged without groiid of tructh, itſhalbe for your cre- 
dite to aunſweare, where they ſhalbc aſhamed of 
thcir docinges, and at length bluſhe, vendere tam va- 
#05 circum Palatia fyumos : which you may calilie doe, 
and without anie great charge : And tor the Harſes 
them (clues, neither they , nor their meanes arc {0 
great, that the State need greatlie to feare them, for 
if we will but conſider the cauſes, that made them of 
eſtimation, andaccompt in olde time, namely, the 
multitude of their ſhippinge, and ſea trade whereby 
they ſtored allCountries with the Eaſterne commo- 
dities, and ſcrued Princes turnes in tyme of warre,8& 
of vic of ſhipping : wee ſhall finde that they haue in 
a manner loſt both the one, and the other long agoe 
in compariſon of that it hath been,and is now at this 
day with them : And it her Maicſtic ſhould forbidd 
all trade into Spaine after the example of other Prin- 
ces, they would in ſhort time be quitt of the reſt: for 
that trade is their chicfeſt ſupport at this inſtant, and 
might be taken fro them : it it ſo were thought meet 
yuto her Highenes, and the Lords,and others of her 
Hono- 
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| Honorable Councell : Beſides of the twoo and ſea- 
uentie confederate Hayſe Townes, ſo much ſpoken, 
and vaunted of, what remayneth almoſt, but the re. 
porte,and thoſe which remayne, 8 appeare by their 
Deputies whe there is anic afſemblie,are they of one 
minde? or are they able, but with much adoe, to 
bring vp the charges and contributions neceſlaric, & 
incident torthe defence, and maintenaunce of their 
league, Priviledges,and trade in forcigne partes, and 
at home? ſurcly no: ſo that it appeareth, that they 
are not the men they haue been, and therefore al- 
_ though their ſtomackes,& malice no doubt be bigge 

enough,yet we need not much torcgard, what they 
can doe,for moſt of their tecth are out, & the remay- 
ner are but looſe, and ſcattered : much better there. 
fore werc it for them, to ſeck the recouery of herMa- 
teſties fauour,and grace by ſome other more decent. 
courſe, and mcanes, then they haue of late practiſed, 
Precatio &3 ſupplicatio were fitter for them, and would 
become them better, as I ſaid before, let them reme- 
ber the difficulties, which ſome of the Hanſe townes 
are alreadie brought into by their neighbor Princes, 
& what yct higeth ouer ſome other of their heades, 
for the preuenting or remoouing of the like, wherof 
the veric opinion of the good will, and friendſhippe 
of her Highenes would not bee alittle auailable,and 
may profite much heereafter : Wherefore like wiſe 
men,knowing their fault, and errour, let them ſhape 
another courſe, for this, whiche they herherto haue 


cunne will not bringethem there where they would 
Y faign 
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faigne be: And whenall is done, and that they haue 
ſpent their monie, and wearied the world with their 
importunate complaintes, and out-cryes, doe they 
thinke that they ſhal recouer their priviledges in En- 
elande by forcing her Maieſtic, or the State ? I ſup- 
ole they are not ſo ſenſcles : As for the trade in 
Clothe out of England, which they ſo much con- 
tend for, I am of opinion if the matter were well ex- 
amined, that the ryotouſnes, and vnfaithfull dealing 
of their ſeruauntes, and factours, the advC@ture of the 
ſea, and charges, when they ſh ipped, and helde the 
Steclyarde at London cofidered,they did more pro- 
fite by buycing ofthe M-M.Adventurersat Embden, 
and Hamboureh, cſpeciallie the Merchauntes of Hans 
bourezeh,then by fetching of Clothe them ſclues out 
of Englande: Burt letthat bee, as it may bee, I muſt 
confeſle, that the auncient freendſhipp,& Comerce 
betweene the Realme of Englande, and the Harſes 
( howloeuer they bee now decayed) ought nat alto- 
vither tobe forgotten, that ſo by ſome good,and in- 
different meanesand agreementthe Trade, & Amt- 
_ tieberweenethe two moſt noble Dutche, and En- 
g.iſh Nations might be made firme, and ſtable, and 
the auncient, and friendlie ncighbourhoode confir.. 
med againlt all humane Chaunges, and -Chaunces, 
which are vncertaine,and variable: yet ſo,that ſtrail- 
gers be not preferred before the Naturall borne ſub. 
tee, whoat all times is, and muſt be readie to ſerue 
his Prince,and Countrey with his perſon, & goodes 
Xx homc,and abroad,when the ſtraungers,8& _ ng 
CPC 
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helpe wilbe farre off, and to ſeeke: And therfore the 
demaund of the Haxſes in this behalfe is very abſurd, 
and vnrcaſonable, Nam fitientibus nofris agris alienos 
irrigare, ſtultum eſſe Leges ducunt, & ordinatam Charita- | 
tem icipere a ſcipſo, etia Theologi admittunt : wherewith (| 
I will conclude this Treatiſe, hopinge that therein I 
haue ſufhcientlie declared, and made knowen that, 
which I tooke vpon meat the beginninge, namelic, 
T he Commodities of a well ordered Trade, ſuch as I doubt | 
not, I haue proucd that of the Societie, or Copanie . wo 
of M.M. Adventurers to bee, and the Neceſſarmes of ; 
$he ſaid Soctetie in this floriſhing State. 

Duem Deus incolumen ſervet,faxit 1 perennem, 

Thar ſo the members, and partes therof may con- 
einuallic, and daylic moreand more proſper, 
and growe vpin the fame, to the ho- 
nour of God, their Prince, 

and Countric. 


I64 
Copie of aletterfrom her Maieſtte 


in aunſwear of a letter received from the 


Emperour in high Dutch, whereof the 
Mandate maketh metion, but much 
” dciftcringfromthecontentes 
of this copie. 


© LIZABET HA Dei gratia CAngita,' 
) Francie, & Hibernie Regina, fidei de- 
JV ſenſor 3c. Sereniſsimo Principi ac Do- 
—»& 711770 Domino RODOLPHO, Ro- 
"MI manori Electo Imperatori ſemper Aul- 
gnuio: Regt Hurgarie, Boheme, Dal- 
matie FF Slauonte: Archiduci Anſtrie: 
Druci Burgundie,Styrie,Carinthi.e & Wirtinberg.e: Comi- 
ti Tyrollis,c+c. Fratri & Conſanguineo noiiro chariſsimo, 
Salutem rerumg, optatiſsimarum felicifsimi incrementum. 
Sereniſume Princeps, Frater & Conſanguinee charifs. 
me, Litere Serenitatis veitre decimo quinto Inly date, &r * 
ille quidem Germanice conſcripte (quod [ant —_ aſpeclu, * 

cum id genus idiomatis hattenus inter nos haud v{itatims 
fit dubitationeman comentitie eſſent non lewem inzeſcit ) ſub 
finem Octobris reddite nobrs fuerunt, quas quidem ex ſubie. 
el materia ad Hanſeaticorum initanttam editas animad. 
wertimis . Ii vero dum abſoletaquedam Prinilegia in Re- 
eno noitro ſibi ipſt vendicare __ decreuiſſent Anno 
oftuageſimo ſecundo in Imperialibus comttis Auguite Vin- 
delicorum habitis, Mandatum (vt hiſce ſerenitatis veilre 
literts habetur )ae communibus Impery ac Dominiorum n0- 
: |  frrorum 
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frrorum commercys perturbandts extorfernnt : & tam nu. 
pcr anno nonageſimo quarto in Deputatorum connentu Ra- 
1iſbone, de ipſorur Aammnis Mari per * halaſſos noftros ( U8 
queruntur) ulatis, deg, Mercatorum noftrorum in Imperio 
negotiandl rationibus { quas illi odioſa appellatione Monopo- 
ha wocttant) nonnullis allegatis & dedudtis, Mandatiillins 
AngnFtani vim atque executionem pottularunt . Hac 9cca- 
ſtone ſerenitas veitra pro mutua Amicitia noitra ( quam 4- 
m_—— Sororis affettu libenter amplectimur) ſcriben. 
dum hoc tempore duxit; nog, hiſce ſuts amice hortatur, ut 
de eruſmodi malorum remedys cogitemus,quibus fine quere- 
his impoſito, onmt4 in florentiſsumo CAmiciie ſtatu conſer- 
HEDTHUY.. 

Eo certe anims in ſerenitaters veitra totumg, ip/rus Im. 
perinm ſemper furmus,ut arttifsrme Amicitte thra cum ea- 
dem perpetuo tweri, atque inniolate colere ſkatuerimus,quam 
quidem animi _—_— onem,uti pro ve nata ſeprus te- 
ftatiſsimam readdere hattenns ſluduinus, ita deinceps mutt 
amoris no#tri officys nunquam dcerimus. Ad Hanſeatico- 
rim querelas quod attinet, communes querelarum rattiones 
ſevire illas neceſſe eſt: vt nempe qua minus rele inſtitute re. 
pertantur,ſeipſis concidant. Atqui de memoratis Pr inilegys 
ſpe iam alias reſponfum et - il[1ipſa ante Inaugnrationens 
noitram collapſa, atque ex allegatis & provatis pnblico ac 
ſummo Regni noiiri Indicio (a quonullum Appellationis fo. 
rum agnoſcitnr ) penitus euerſa atque at olit 1 fuiſſe. Nos ve- 
ro alia nonnulla wt termporim rationes ferebant, a ligna mn 
Hanſeaticis caceſsimus ; donec ipſi peculiart ipſorum decreta, 
ſubazitos nottros tum Hamburg cum laude reſidentes, all 


dienitatis nec amitienoftre ratione habita, nulla ex canſn, 
T\ 3 71 3- 
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wobiſg, onnino non premonites, temert exturbarent.Po#l 4. 
liguanto cum a ſerenitate veitra commeaatitias in fauorem 
elorum accepiſſemus,ad eaſdemomnino apud nos negotiandt 
rationes, quubus ipſi noſtri ſubditi vtuntur, illis in gratians 
fſerenttatus weſt e concedendas, ſatis nos inclnatas Jope often 
dimus; nihil tamen illi es in genere hattenus a nobis petie- 
runt . Nunc igitur ſerenitas veſtra cui Dems optimus maxi- 
mus populos ſubtecit, multo rerum wvſu edotta que nam ſint 
ſeeptra tenendi rationes, ipſa ſecum perpendat, an ys aures 
prebende ſint, qui vetnita priuilegia Iuris ordine ſemel ab. 
tudicata, 07 iam olim penitus deleta , que mutati ab priſe 
temporum atque bominum mores non ferunt, e cineribus ſu 
ſeitare multa impor tunitate ſatagunt ? Quis enim eſſet re- 
rumpub. ſlatus, ſi que tam olum mnſlis de cauſis antiquata 0- 
portuit, ad preces cuiuſpiam in wſum denuo reuocarentur ? 
Neque vero alicubi conſuctum et, neque ratione vlla feren- 
dum videtur , vt Alienigene in earum rerii vſu que Regno- 
rum ſunt proprie, Indigenu preferantur: quin potius ſingu- 


lars beneficy loco ducitur, ſi pares fiant : your nos Ciutta- 


tibus Im W qo petzuiſſent , iadudum ob ſingulare Ami. 
calle ey wa udium, benigne concedere ſlatueranus. 
Interim vero quibuſcunque Impery ſubditus,in Dominys 
neſtric kbere verſandi, & more exterorum negotiandi fa. 
cultatem nunquam negauimus. Domun propriam in Me- 
tropoli nora, vbi ſuis moribus vinerent,ex gratis illis ſem. 
per permiſimns: ita quidems vi Inre conquers non poſsint, ſe 
vii denunciatos hoftes apud nos habitos unquam fuiſſe_. 
Duod vero de dammis proges inſerunt, ita ſe habet. Cum 
ſuperioribus hiſce annis belloHiſpanico implicari capiſſemus, 
more aliorum Principam, bellica qreſidia hoſtibus — 
eaan, 
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denda, quantum in nobis fuerat decrenimus:eag, dere Vice: 
44 Ciuitates premonuimns : atque fi qui inbifeu hoe bells 
zempore 1n Hiſþaniam tranſportare niterentur ,coſdem velu- 
1: auxiliatores my hoftium complices, aliqua ex parte ha- 
bendps, atque inhibitorum Was >= mulftandos decla- 
raun:'ss : his aftis Cla fiary nottri in pluremas Hanſeatico- 
rum Naues rebus inhibits onuſtas inciderant: Nambus ve- 
rac Nauns ex indulgentia dimiſots, bona tantum inhibita 
lure belli ac Regni neſtri inſlitutis fiſco commiſernnt . | Que 
quidem illorum Damna, ( de als enimnihil nobis conſlat ) 
mulite nomine lure optims illata nullo equitatis colore reſts= 
ends Veninnt. | 
HMonopolium porro de quo Hanſeatici ſubditos nftros | 
eriminantar, calumnie potins quam vere accuſations ra- 1 
tonempre ſe ferre videtur : ab ipſis enim Impery ſubditis 1 
qui Londim reſident diligenter inquiri iuſsimus, ſi quid ſ0- iq 
bai de iniquts ſubditorum noſftrorum negotiand; rationivus 
referre poſſent. 11h; vero ingcenne reſponderunt, ſe nihil ea de 1 
re in commiſsu habere : atturos tamen ſe quamprimum per 
bteras cum ſuts maioribus. Cumg, demum quid reſponſi ac- 
ciperent id totum fideliter relatures . Queſtionem prateres 
ea de re cums ſubditus noſtris inſtitui mandauimms : illi vero- 
authentic ſcriptis edocent, negotiandi ipſorum rationes & 
plurims Ciuttatibus in Belgio, Pruſcia, atque alibi wii ho- 
weſtifcimas probari. Atque cum due Impery Cinitates ſit, 
que cum noſtris maxim negotiantur, Lubeca & Hambur- 
gum, illarum altera, publics liters (wt noſtri oſtendunt) te- 
ſtataeft, ipſorum negottationen ab omni Monopoly ſuſpicio- 
ne vacuam eſſe © ſeg, illius obieite criminations participeme 
nunquan fuiſſe : Vbivers Hanſeaticorum Inſtuores, plurs 
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ed de veex Dominorum ſrorum txepeZTata commiſcione, in 
ſcriptis oppoſucrint,ſe quoque pluribus in ſcriptis reſpoxnſuros 
bumiltter obtulerunt. | 
Ad Auguitanum denique de comercys inhibendis man. 
datum quod attinet, non fats intelligimus, qua ratione Im- 
pery Principes rette informati,de primilegys aut alys qzi:vuſ- 
cunque ad Inra Reent noitri,ab Impery Legibus ſemper ab- 
ſoluti,pertinentibus, coonttionem ſuſcipere potuerint - neque 
ſane videmus quibus Aocumentis eam 1 ; 50A 6 adance 
poſſent, vt commerctorum inhibitionem 1mperio, Serenitati 
wveitre,ſibi ipſis,aut ImperyCiuitatibus,utilem fore arbitra- 
rentur. Duamobrem Mandatum illud uti obreptitie impe- 
tratum, lure optimo hattenus ſuſpeſum fuiſſe, ac deinceps ſit- 
ſpendentlum ejje merito exiitimamms. Interim vero ne quid 
mutue amicitie noitre deſit, Impery ſubditos qui in Domi- 
nys noſtris forte verſabutur, more ſolito benigna proteetione 
roitra clementer tuebimur-: atque ſi Lubeca, Hamburgum, 
art alia ſerenitatis veſtre Ciuitas, ipſius nomine gratiam a 
robs ſubmiſce poſtulauerint, qua negotianai rationes maiort 
eſorum commodo inſtituendas cupiant, Serenitatts veitre 
commendationem plurimum apud nos momenti habuiſſe fa- 
cile —_— : nos victſcin amanter petimus, Vt pare gra- 
ram ſubaitts nottris in ipſins D ominys clementer impertire 
fſerentas veitra non grauetur. Eidemg, interim felicia on- 
ia a DEO 'Optimo Maximo precamur. Datee Regia no- 
ftra Richemiidana oftauo Nguembris, Anno Domini 1 5yy, 
Regnt vero noftri xXxXXVy. 


Screnitatis veſtrz Soror & Conſanguinea 
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Actteſtation of the Cittie of Ant- 
werp, on the Companies of M.M. 


Adventurers bchalfe. 


EF ” 


Fe _ E--| my & finguls noftras praſentes 
SPSS eras teftimoniales viſurts vel auds- 
SF I4 1414, Burgimagiſtri e Scabini Ciui- 
£3 tatts Antuerpienſis in Ducatu Braba- 
EA tie, ſalutem. Cum pium fit ac rations 
to ELIA conſonum Veritati teſtimonium per- 
CI == hibere , praſertim ſi pro conſeruando 
alterins Ture requiramnr , Hinc et quod obmxe rogats ex 
parte Maznificorum Dominorum Gubernatoris, Aſsiſtentins, 
communium Mercatorum nationis Anelice, praſents- 
bus hiſce fidem facimus & atteſtamur diftos Mercatores na- 
tions Anelice qui pluribus ab hinc annis in hac noitra Ci. 
witate Antuerpienſi reſiderunt & adhuc reſident, honeſtam, 
licitam,cy Reipub. wviilem ſemper exercuiſſe negotiationem, 
er ettamnum aahuc exercere in emenals, 0 9 per- 
mutandu mercimonijs alyſg, legitimis Cotrattibus ineundis, 
meque uilum feciſſe diſcrimen inter Mercatores cum quibus 
 contraherent cuins ill; eſſent nationts, dummogo ſoluendo or 
ſpeftate fidei forent, quibus interdum preſente,interdum ad 
temps credita pecunta Pannos, Carſeas, aliaſg, Merces ſuas 
promiſcue ſemper vendidere,c adhuc vendunt. In quorum 
fidems haſce literas ſigillo huins Ciuitatis ad cauſas muniri fe. 
cimus. Datum die decima nona menſis Aprils, Anno Ds- 
ini Milleſime quingenteſimo octuogeſimo a 67 * 
| FA CLCLU2® 
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C Atteftation of eightand twentie 


Merchauntes in.Antwwerp of ſundric na- 


tions concerninge the Companics or- 
dzrly Trade andclearnes from 
Monopolic. 


NIV ERSIS & ſingulis preſentes literas inſpe. 
(Turks fine auditurs, Burgimagiitri, Scabim & Con- 
ſules Cinitatis Antverpie ſalutem , Noturs facimus 
ac harum ſeri teftanmur, Quod die infraſcripto ad inſtants. 
am magnificorum Dominorum Gubernatorts, Aſciftentium. 
& commmmitm Mercat orum nations Anzelice in hac Cint- 
tate reſidentium coram nobs comparuerunt D D, Ludout- 
cusGuticiardin Floretinus,Carolus Lam Franchi, loannes 
Angelus Vergano, Gaſpar Renelaſco, Lambertas Lamberti, 
Simon T aſſa , Bartholomens Luquini, Bartholomens Balbs, 
natione tals ,, Domini lacobus de Pardo, Petrus de ls Perd 
Hiſpani , Domini Ferd:nandus Ximenes, Rodrigo de Vega, 
Ludouicus Ferdinanats., Simon Rodrigues Portugallenſes 
fine Luſitani, D D. loannes Putz, Iacobus Lange, lertmias. 
Gennis Germani, D omint T heodoricas de Moy, Ludouicus 
de Becque, Iacobns van Teweruen, Cualterns Schot, Henri. 
cus Moons, Danielde Lommel, Arnoldus Bondewyns, Ni. 
colaus Rampart, Henricus van Homſſen ,. tvannes vanden 
Steene, & Iacobus Schot, Cives & Incole hnius Oppidi, 
weſg, Mercatores, Burſams eiuſdens Oppid: frequentastes, 
Viri fide digni nobifg, probe cogniti, 2uj medys illerum it 
| FAIRE» 


I7T. 
rameniss ſolemniter preFlitu inrauerunt & affirmazerans 
primo ad id inridicecitats pradittos Mercatores Netionis 
Anglice, tam in hac Ciuitate Antuerpia, qui alys locis vbt 
meootiantur, In;tem icitams, negotiationens exercuiſſe, or 
adhuc exercere, neque quantum reſcire potuerunt eoſdens 
Mercatores profeſstonem feciſſe faenerad; vel dandi pecunias 
ed vſuram «ut Monopolys wſos faiſſe,vernm  contrario cof- 
dem ſemper exercuiſſe & trdies exercere inilam negotiatio- 
nem, conſiſtentem in emendi, vendends , & permutandis 
mercibus alyſque legitimis Contrattibus ineundis. Items, 
prefatos Mercatores Auelicos illorum Pannos, Carſeas, als- 
aſg. merces omnibus & quibuſcanque NationibusChriilia- 
n: Orbis ſine diſcrimize venaere, prout etiam difli Depont. 
tes nunquam reſcire potuerunt quod dicti Mercatores inter 
ſe aliquas erexerint Ordinationes aut Statuta, quibus ſuis 
Pann, Cariſeis, aut alys mercibus certum prefigant prets- 
1, quo Cf non minoris diuendi debeant, Duinims ipſorum 
megotiationem ſemper ſuiſſe & eſſe liberam , Preterea Mer- 
catores Anelicos in hac Cinitate Antwerpienſi cr Embde , 
at ality locorum reſidentes pro magna parte dinerſos habe- 
re Miniſtres & ito ſpods Domicilia & Maga- 
£114,v1 plurimun Po 3 ſeparatirs negotiando pro lu- 
bito aly praſente aly ad tempus credita decunia, itemque aly 
mort, aly minori pretio, vel etiam commtatione mercium, 
CG alias, ſine dulo malo,In cuins rei teftimonium,ſicillum ad 
canſas hnins Civitats Antuerpie preſentibas apponi feci- 
mus, Die dectaa nona menſis Aprils, Anno Domins Mille. 


ſome quingenteſinee octuageſums ſecunde. 
Zz Attelia- 
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tz Atceſtation of the Towne of 


Embden in Eaſt-friſeland, on the 


behalfe of the Companie of 
M, M, Adventurers, 


| "NIV E RS1S,e+ fingulis cuinſcunque Ordenis, & 
\ Dienitatis has noſtras literas viſurts, ſine cognitu. 
ris. Nos Conſules, Senatores, atque Magiitratus 
wrbis Embde fite in Friſie Orientali ſub tutela ſacre Caſa- 
rex Maieitatis, Domini noftri clementiſcimi, & Sacri Ro- 
| mani Impery exiflente Comitatu poſt debitam,cy demiſſams- 
ſalutis, atque obſeruantie noitre ſienificationem, notum pu- 
blice facimus, ac teftamur : Duum Ornatiſcima CAnelica 
Natio aliquot annos in hac Cinitate commorata wary ge- 
neris mercimonia exerceant, &r per fuum Secretarium, ac 
Procuratorem dottum, & ornatum virum Dominum 10.. 
hannem Moer, a nobis in pleno Senatu Tejtimoninm de r4- 
tione Negotiationts , & Mercatus ſui petierint, minime id 
- quidem officy quantum nobis con#at , eis recuſandum puta- 
wimus: Duamobrem pro certo affirmamus,ac teftamur pu. 
blice, quod ditle Anelice Nationis Mercatores,corumg.. 
mini#tri, & negotiorum geitores ( quos Aduenturarios v0- 
cant) quatenus nobis coenitum e#t , quam din apud nos fue-. 
runt, feſe ſemper hone#te, + legitime in ſuis Contractibus, . 
' & Negottationibns geſciſſe, & adhuc gerere, honeſium,libe- 
rum, as licitum mercatum in Pannis, Cariſeys, alyſque- 
mercimonys emendis, vendendis, & permutandais exercere, 
| atque 
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argue traitare, neque aliter agere, quam probos, & idoneos 
Mercatores, Of Neegotiatores agere par e#, & decet. Pro. 
inde qunm HM agiitratns officy ſit ad id requiſiti, veritati 

erre teftimonum, noftram quoque mentem ea de re publi- 
ce profitendam cenſuimus. In cuius rei confirmationem ſi. 
gillum noftrum ad cauſas ſcienter appendimns : Anno Do- 
mini ſupra ſeſqui milleſimum 0 ttuageſimo ſecunds, vieeſs- 
210 oetaus die Inly. 
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{> Atteſtation of fourteene Mer- 


. _ Chauats in Stade of ſundrie places 


on the Companic of M. M. Adven. 
| turets behalfe. 


ww" NIV ERSIS ET SINGLY LIS 
S £0 preſentes has literas wiſuris vel audi. 


I: 1nris, quocungque digntatis, honoris, 
I ermmmentie gradu fuerint , Nos 
LCONSYLES @& Senatores Ret- 
3% A, v- pub. ST ADENSIS, Archtepiſcopa- 
= = 1us Erewenſis, poſt debitam officiors 
nmoſtrorum oblationem & honorificam ſalutationem notuns 
facimus,publiceg, atteftarmr, quod ad imftantiam Magnife- 
ct, ſpetabilium & diſcretorum Domini Thome Ferrers, 
Regie MaieHatis Anglice Agentis, & hattenus apud nos 
Prefetti aliorumg, Aſsiſtentium & Mercatorum Anglics- 
runs Adventurarie Societatis , per aliquot anyos in noftra 
Ciurtate reſidentinm , & tam tandem abitum favente Nep. 
tuno, dudum ſperantium, coram Nobis comparuerunt legs- 
time indicialiterque citati ſpectabiles & honeſt virt , fie , 
dignt tefles & Burſam Forumg, noſire Cruitatis quo id 
frequentaries, Domini Ichannes Calandrinus Lucenſis Ita- 
. lus, Bartolomeus Pels, Wilhelmus Bartolotti, Iarobus de 
Greve, Antonius Boots Hieronymus Heſter Simon de Beck, 
Hatthias de Keſtelt, Amtuerpienſes, Franciſeus Boudewis 
NOIR Wilhelmus de Bari, Dornacenſis, Antonins 
Engelbrecht, Aquizerantſis, Amonias Geir, AGILE Io. 
ans 


\ « 


173. | 
bannes Philippus Stamler,et Georgins Manritius, Aizuſfta. 
PT] 5 tiſque _— de wveritate dicenda admonit. fti. 
pulato, ſab fide datariums dextrarum, in vim Cx ad effeclum 
corporalts turamentt, quod ſe deſuper re ipſa preſtare, [i re- 

KIrantur, non gravari affirmabant, depoſuerunt & atte- 
Fai fam /ibi quam aotiſimurs ſeg, ipſos expertos eſſe, Ad. 
wventurarios mercatores Anelice nationis, huc wſque in no- 
ffra Civitate reſidentes,C-iam ad abitum paratos,non Pan- 
nos medo,Cariſcias, Baiettas, ſed & alias varies & diner fas 
merces ex Anglia huc advetT as quibuſcunque orbis Chriſti 
ani incolis, abane vilo diſcrimine Nationts aut Religionis, 
venacre,& vicifsim qualiacungque bona,ſibi placentia,ab a- 
lys redimere aut in ſoluts accipere atq, hinc ts Angliam re- 
mittere ſolerejtemg, omnibus omnino Mercatoribns ſmi- 
liter liberum eſſe, ſnas merces in Anzliam deportari, ibigg 
vend,, aliaſg, quaſcurq,, denuo emi & in Germaniam atqy 
alias quaſciaque regiones, ſolvto ſolito telonio tranſuehi pro- 
frrare, atqe hane Anglos Adventurarios Mercatores legi- | 
iimam mſlamg, negottationem in emenda ox vendendo als. 
i{que licitis contractibus ineundis non minus atqut alios 
quoſubes negotiatores in nora Cruitate hattenus exercuiſ- 
ſe, nec ſibi notum eſſe, aut ſe unquam auaiuiſſe, quod Argli 
Mercatores, hatlenus apnd nos reſidentes, profeſsionem fe- 
nerand; pecuniasve ad vſuram dandi fecerint pulto minus 
padta aut ftatuta inter ſe conſlituertnt, quibus ſe invicens 
ob/trinxerint, aut ſ44s merces certo precio, quod citra pe. 0 
nam mutare nefas eſſet , vendendas aut alienas ſimilt- 
ter emendas : ſed-e contra,omnibus eſſe cognitum, etuſdem 
bonitatts ſignique Pannos', Cariſeias , Batettas , aliag, 
quarunque mercimonia apud plurimss CAnglos CAdven- 
inT4s 


(nr arie Societatis Mercatores, in dinerſis T abernis & Db- 
micilijs ſeparatis exiſtentes, tam Dominos quam Fatlores, 
art famulos ſine inſtitores, vno & eodem temporis momen. 
#0, reperiri, eag, non vn0, ſed diuerſiſsimo pretio, ad duas, 
#res, quatuor, quinque, & plures etiam libras, & ſic nunc 
maiore, nunc etiam minore pretio, preſente, vel ad tempus 
credita pecunia, dtis obligationibus, wel fatta mercint per 
anutatione, prout cutu ſque res tulerit, ervt , atque pariter 4- 
Dias merces druerfimodollis end; poſſe, nec unquam ad no- 
titiam ſam perueniſſe aut ſe reſcire potuiſſe Anglos Adrven- 
turarie Societatis Negotiatores, quovſque hic Stade wixif. 

« ſent, de Monopolio ture & legitime accuſatos,multo minus 
UNQUam 4 Quoguam ey . CAbſque omni dols, 
malo, frande, & ſiniflra machinatione . 1n cuins rei teſl4. 
monium preſentibus ſolrtum noſtre Ciuitatis Secretum ap. 
pends ſcienter inſsimus. Dat4 4.4. 11 X. Menſis Februs- 
ry, Anno ſalutifere nativitata unici Domini er Redempte- 
ris noſtri IESV CHRIST 1, milleſumo quingenteſim# 
nonageſimo oftaus. 
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Atteſtation of the Towne of Midd elbrough 


in Zeland on the behalfe of the Companic of 
Merchauntes Adventurers. 


Ninerſis & ſingulis noftras praſentes literas teftimont. 

ales wviſuris vel audituris, Bur gimaeiſiri,Scabini Sena. 

toreſq, Cruitatis Middelburgenſis tn ComiatuZelandie 
Salutem : Duum pium ſit, & rationi conſonum veritati teilt- 
monium perhibere, preſertim ſi pro cenſeruando altcrins Inre 
requiratur hin eft quod obnixe rogati ex parte magnificorums 
Dominorum Gubernatoris, Aſaitentium, & comunium Mer. 
Catorum Nationis Angliz,@ Aduguturarie Societatis praſen.. 
tibus hiſce fide facimus gx atteilamur,ditlos Mercatores Na- 
tionts Anzlie,qui pluribus abhinc annis in hac noftraCinttate 
Middclburgenſi reſiderunt, & adhuc reſident, honeitam, lice. 
tam, Reipub, viilem ſemper exercuiſſe Negottatione, & ad. 
huc etiamnum exercere in emendis, vexdendts, & permutadys 
 mercibas, alyſq, legitimis contrattibus mneunds, neque uiluns 
fecilſe diſcrimen inter Mercatores,quibuſcum contraherent cut. 
muſcungque eſſent Nations,adummode forent ſoluendo,es ſpefta- 
te fider, quibrs interdum praſenti , interduns credua pecunta' 
P annos,Cariſetas, altaſg, merces ſuas promiſcue ſemper vendi. 
acre, adhuc vendunt: Atteſtamur preterea nunquam nobts 
notum fuſe, aut audiutſſe unguam,quod dittt Ar gli Mercato- 
res Aduenturary hattenus apud nos reſidetes profeſsronems fa- 
nerandi, pecuniaſh, ad vſuram danadl fecerint, multo minus 
patta aut ſtatuta inter ſeſe contlituerint, quibus ſe invicem ob. 


ſtrinxerint, aut ſuas merces certo pretio, quod citra pananm 
A 4 mutare 
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mutare nefas efſet, vel alter vendendas, aut altenas imilrter 
emendas,ſed d contra ommibus eſſe cognitum,ciuſdem bonitatis 
freniq, Pannos, Caviſcias, aliag, quecunque mercimonia, apud 
pinrimos Anglos preditts Societatts Mercatores,in dinerſis ta- 
berns,& domicilys ſeperatis exiftentes, tam Dominos, quam 
Fattores, aut famulos, ſine Inititores uno, & eodem temporis 
momento reperiri.eag, ndvno, ſed dinerſiſsimo pretio ad duas, 
tres,quatuor ,quinque,C7 plures libras,&f ſic nunc maiorignune 
minor pretio,preſenti,vel ad tempus credita pecunia,datis ob- 
beationibas, vel fatta meercium permutatione, pront cuiuſque 
res tulerit,emi, atq; pariter alias merces dinerſimodo illis ven- 
&i poſſe : Nec unquam ad notitiam neſtram perueniſſe.aut nos 
reſcire potuiſſe, Anelos Aduenturarie Societatis praditle Ne- 
gotiatores,quouſque hic Middelburgi vixerunt, de Monopolio 
Ire, & legitime accuſatos, multo minus vnquam a quopiam 
epvittos fuiſſe,abſque onmi dolo,malo.fraude, & ſiniitra ma- 
 6binatione. In cutus rei telimonium alterins Secretatiorum no- 
ftrorum manu Inftrumentum oc ſubſignari, nec non ſ1gillum 
ad cauſas apponere mſsimmns, vi in ſimili negotio apud nos et 
conſuetum : CAttum feptima dic menſis Inly Anno Domini 
CHMilleſimo Sexcenteſims. 


Schotte. 
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Faulres eſcaved in printing. 

Folio, r. Lin. 13. for mare ,read mari. fol. 4. lin. 22,tor honors read honor. fol. 5. lin. $. for 
in,read into. Fol. 23.lin. 6.fur denized,read deuized. fol 26.1in. 21: for revenues, read reue- 
newes. fol. z1. lin. 15. tor ſeauenthly, read fixthly. Fol. 36.1in. 14.for Geneall, read Gene. 
rall fol.z$ lin 26. for 1414,rcad 1514. fol 40 lin. 21 for rought,read thouphr. fol 49.lin. 
$, for theſe,read thoſe. fol. 5o. lin. ro-for about, read aboue. ful 5 2.1in.21 for Eggard,read 
Egdard. fol 54. lin. 19.the woord [and] waneth. Idem lin. 26. for Gaſman,read Guiman. 
fol.65.lin. 9. and lin. 13. for Weſendorp, read Weltendorp. fol 67. lin, 5. for Companies, 
read Companie. fol 6g.lin 22. the word [ will] wanteth. tul.7 2. lin. 30. for ——— 

round fol. go.lin 9. for Epmire, read Empire. fol. 95. lin. 29.for Egland, read England. 
Pl. 19. lin. 25. for faitfull, read faithfull. fol. 1 2 2. lin. 8. for Prince read Princes.-1bider 
Lin. 30. for libertits, read liberties. Ibidem lin 30. for well, read will. fol. r 50. lin. 29. for 
Treatie, read Treatiſe. fol. 15 2.1in. 26. for poſlible,read poſlibly. fol. i 5 4 lin. 22.for ſhews 
read (hewes. fol. 155. lin. 28, for growne, read gowne. fol. 159. lin 25 for diflidaum, 
read diffidium. Idem lin. 27. for there,read they. ful. 164.lin 24.for abſuleta,read obſolera. 
fol 165 lin. 30. for amitiz, read Amiciuz. fol.166 lin. 30 for qrzfidia, read przfidia fol, 
x67. lin. 41.for reſtienda,read ieflicuenda, fol. 1 69.lin. 2,tor Companics,read Companiee 


In the Title, for Commottc?. read Commodities, 


fol. 1 51.1in, 17. for quidawyrcad quidem, Ibid. lin. 2x, { 1 
_— ] , ] » for examinatetur, read examina- 


